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The Wenderers Club has alweys offered its members their

best opportunity for cheeking up on those exhibits of Americanma
which chiefly interest them. It is a smell affair -~ pot over twenty-
five. (Wanderers, by the way, is not its nsmei) But it has behind
it some forty years of experience, at least five of its present mem-
bers being sons or grandsons of 1ts founders.

The Wenderers have only one Rally in @ year. This re-
straint comes from the faect that only one man from a state belongs -
twenty-five states so scattered geographieally that they inelude all
sections of the ecountry - twenty-five eities none under one hundred
thousend, none over five hundred thousand. This annual meebting they
call the Major. It takes a broken bone to keep a man awgy from it.
However, if six or more happen to be within reach they are allowed by
their unwritten constitution - only article in that eonstitutiont -
to hold what they call a Minor.

As & rule their meetings bake on & good desl of the charac-
ter of a Rotary for Mﬁmax’s are 311 mmut’nlm, utiw :
bankers, menufacturers, m}inbs. w&th enormous lml ;1«. prs.dn in
their country clubs, parks, good roeds, hospitels, md nelt intdant~ )

ly their success in eradicating dead-beats from their mmn.tbhs. They |«

hunt them down as diligently as they hunt malignent germs end this holds
true whether it is a natural loafer who prefers begging to working or
e natwral skinflint who prefers hoarding to shering.
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As would be expected their meetings are usuelly joviel and

jubilent. But in August they held a Minor which was unhappy. One of

their chief joys was the cause of it ~ the Men from the Desert they call

him - his city belng in the wast territory known fifty years ago as the

Arid Region. Generally he rediates well-being end satisfaction. But /

there was nothing of either about him this time. What was the matbter? \

He was not slow in meking it known . §/
"Town shot all to pieces,” he declered. %
"fhat do you mean? Bank failed? Texes uncollectible?” g §
"Nothing of the sort. We are sound as ever if we haven't much §\§§

’

I never believed it could happen to us. We have alweys had two big ideas.

You E&%&ngb H%nmor M«tﬁt W% women,

saved or restored self-respect. We never called that ity - never al-

money, The trouble is we are broke out all over with charity rackets. § i\\

lowed thet word used - we called it Mumen Salwege. Everybody understands
salvage in an industrial town like ours. We held them mainly by the force .

of public opinion, the contempt stronger emong our poor than our rich for
/ \

l
"yhen there was illness or accidernt or bad luck we looked on it §

a man who does not do his part.

as & community obligation and there was a lot of pride in what we did, for § S
it was munity businesn, not: merely rich men's bu 08 S8, | That is_we § g

State boss and tells us that there is §100,000 of Federal Relief money
coming to us. We told him we didn't need it, didn't want it, but we couldn't
help ourselves. The money not only ceme into the town but a Bureau was set
up to distribute it, a Bureau of politicians helped out by people who mean
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woll enough but who know nothing about those wo deal with, who hawe no
use far owr ways of doing thingss What they have done to & lot of tle
poople wo have been looking after for years trying to save thelr self-
respect or restore it if they had lost it, you wouldn't bolieve. Ve have
dozens now on relief rolls thet we have kept off far years and there is
nothing to be done mbout it. DBusiness is stesdily getting on its feet
but the more pecple wmuwkﬁammmmwmuanaw

dontt know how to ‘w 1*‘ ) m M, mm hﬂw k M_
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experioncod in the problems incident to the meeting of husen needs with-

ouumm-maatmmmuwg{mmmmu&m %?3‘/

ummmuwmumc%ﬁw: tmmmzﬁar%m“

mmnemwsnnmwmnmm Ma%um!ﬁ:wme o

in m@ s on relief rou-.)@: amm”is was n&:m m; the first
K stood at 20 m.mmm{nwme. ‘

{% How how are we Lo explain this? Thore is no manner of doubt

mcm;nw wmmntmwmm»mmW?
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This was foroseen and voleed whon in 1933 Congress made ite first sppro-

priation - $500,000,000. The Adninistrator of Federal Relief, Harry

Hopkins, was prampt and aphatic in warning sgainst eny attempt on the
part of politicians to administer relief’. W
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"You eannot fool with this relief business on & political
basis,” he mid. "Saue poople have tried it. I bave no doubt in
soue perts of the thited Stetes thmt it is dones The Federal Rellef A~
Administration has no intenbion of tolerating political interference
in the sdministration of public relicf to the millions of people in
this countxy."

Along with the politician ifr. Hopkins classified thet individ-
ual who generally goes slong with him the men or womcn who lnows notling
gbout adninistration but needs & job and gets it.

"Thare is & perfeotly emezing lack of responsibility of peo-
ple who are whlling to twn the edministration over to incampetent peo-
ple. Why, oven & bootlegper hires samebody who imows his business o
cut his liquor. Great guns, wly aren't we entitled in the administration
of seventy million dollars of taxpsyars' money e month, used in the care
of fifteon million people, why arentt we entitled to skilled and campe-
tent direction in the care far these pecple?”

That was the wey Mr. lopking fell about it in the beginning,
It 4s the way he feels about it now.

Mmm@mbmmawedbyw@n there wa no hu-
men forosight and farce that could have prevented an attack by a certals
olemont, but while their influence acoounts far e parcentege of the in-
crease in the numbers on the roliel rolls, I emm convinced it is & o~
paratively small percentage.

Cartain things must be remembered when we complein that a 40
per eont incresse on pay rolls does not produse & 40 per cent decrease
in rolief rolis. It has beon rockoned Ly those familiar with the figures
that only 1 in overy 10 of those who have beon ro-employed had been on
relief. Thome first takea back % proporly the substential workers,
long with the industry. In the employert'smind, the jobs "belonge§' to
them.

But how had they been gelting on? Sume hed nest eggs, inswr-

ance, bunk acoounts, stock in tho industry to which they belonged, nem-
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bership in fraternities which prepare far the evil days which all humsn
emperienée proves cames and must be provided for Af lived through - the
seven lean years to be cared fa by the seven fat.

Generally speaking men and women who have hed the wisdom to
provide for a bad time ere people who know how to plece oubt savings.

They understand "subsistence farming." Thousands upon thousands of peo-
ple who never heard the term until now have from time irmemorial looked

to it as part of their support. Little farms, thousands of them ~ gardens,
more thousands, exist throughout the country particulerly in the neigh-
borhood of industrial towns.

There 1z one great mining compeny in thls country which far
twenty-five years has seen to it that the eight thousand families in its
towns had opportunities for gardens and on an aversge seven thousend five
hndred of them have had gerdens in good end in bad times, filling cellars
with vegetebles and canned stuff, somotimes in summer selling vegetables.

Savings, subsistence farming, odd jobs eccount for no smell num-
ber of the one-half o the wnemployed who have not been on Federsl Re lief.
No insignificent number is accounted for by that energy and ingenuity whidh
leads men and women in time of siress to seek opportunity, foree it. Ham=
dreds have set wp little businesses in the last four years which in mere
than one case have developed into substantial ones.

But there are many, many people in this one-half pretty well warn
out with their struggle. Their savings are oxhausted. A garden may keep
a family in foed - & few hens may give eggs and an oceasgionsl "ohicken in
the pot," but where is the money to come froam for taxes, up-keep or rent
if he does not own his place? With what is he to buy fuel, clothest Preb-
ably the lergest part of these added to the relief rolls since amployment

began to increase has come from those who have weathered four years bhub
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rolls ﬂat,( ve no buslness trmw Thnt alarms him is what ther are do-

ing to a fifty years effort te build uw in his town a syetem under vhidh
those in neod could be brought back where they could teke ocare of their
own needs - a system of rohabilitation instead of one of disintegration.

This alarn is shared by meny people. It is one of the phases
of relief administration that should be squarely faced. The iden that
mon and women should not be allowed to pgo to pleces because thay can no
longer meot oven such fundemental noeds as food and shelter, thet they
should be rebuilt, came in with what we eal) Orgenized Cherity. Every
men and women in the country over fifty who onees was aoccustamed to giving
to the beggar, the tramp, remembers the strugpgle he had with himsclf not
to give to all who asked, but to give his sympathy, his tine and his money
te building up instibutions vhich would help et off the bopsars amd the
tramp ot the sowce.

Replidly thore dm}.oped a fine progrem for holding together
oruabling fanillies, far caring for dependent children, for preventing de-
unm Wy giving boys and girls elubs, playrrounds, vocational wrk,
ineentive to decency end effort, for caring for illness through hospitals
end nursing service, end men and women were trained te carry out the pro-
grom. Dotwoen the institubions nccessary far the worl: largely susported
by priwmte funds end the locsl rolief work there has come G0 be inereasing
co-operation.

To do anything to tresk down this system would be parallel to

¥ brukingdmnthemimﬁﬁemgm*“ﬁmmmmwm
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which we find in many great industries. But that is what i/.\hppming,
not only is our sound and practicel service for moeting luman needs being
demoralized by tho obvious difficulties of mess relief but on all sides
tho fact of Federnl Relief is being seized on by former supparters of such
essentinl institutions as hospitels, nursing services, family restaration
a8 a reason for beoking dowm on contributions. “Let the govermmenk do it -
"
wo pey taxes. o W

nobody’ 49 peying Xedersl taxes to suppart\ow hospitals, owr,

I ot g
/
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cies starve, nor can men and women who—etill-iwve samething to pay texes
Bt B e
on and ﬁWg_g@ their part in their whudlding and thelr re-
)Q/' mmwm%mw is giving ten per cant of

his income to smupport Humen Velfare? Yot there was u time when men who

realized thelr sociel rosponeibiliby talked in terms of the ancient tithe
end neny religiously obeerved ite. Defore the wribor 13 an accounting of
onc man's tithing. It is enbered in fowr little books, six Ly three end
g balf inehes, the ordioary ten cont peper bound note bovks On the oube
side in o clear strong hand - LORD'S BOX. Look within amd you will find
on the title pege TAccounts vith the Lord's Box." The first account runs
fron January *835 to Docember '93. The second picks wp the accomnt fram
Junuery '94 and cerries it to August 1903 wher the book gave out and & new
one was bought. The third cerries the Box from Septadber 1908 to December
51, 1927, The fouwrth and lest begins with Jaousry 1, 1928 snd its last
entry is of liovember 7th of the seme year, within two months of his death.
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That is, these little books give the acoounts running over farty
five years of steady giving of ten per cert of all money cerned hy the
men who keot them.

This men, David L. Holbrook by nsme, was a minister whose salary
socms never to have boen ovar §1400 = yeer. Regularly he gave tan per cent
of whatover it wes. You find it crodited properly month by month in tho
lord's Box. /And he gave ten per cent of all the little sume thet came his
ways Thore was a time when the Chwxrch paid tiv Parsonage rent end alweys
ten per cent is credited to the Lords. Ie sang sametimes end received fees,
and teon per cert went to the Lard, as did ten per cent of the merriape fees
end other smell royalties and the whole was peinstekingly dlstrituted to
those institutions which he believed most useful to his warld.

Who oan matoh that todey? Certainly it is not to be matehed Yy
reading the reparts of pivirg by Federal incame tex payers. Tale the
records for 1028 - our most prosperous year. The returns included 111,128 =
persons vhese average income wes 1,749, Their combrilutions to Mman Needs
averaged not ten por cent but 2,2 per cent. Drop to tie bottom of the list -
the blggest insomes, §6,000,000 and over - there are twerkby-six of them
avereging $10,763,077 onch. Thece persons geve just lelf of what Mre Hol-
Wrook geve or five por cart. Five por cont notted a tidy everage sum,
£587,186, btut it wns only half of the smount it would have been if Mr. Hel-
brook had been doing the giving.

Kot to support ow nceded sgencies now, to find excuse in the
burden of Federal tox is like hanling dom o flag in battle nd the worsh

of 4t ig that it weoakens whet is the nost importent thing in the United
states, or any Democracy, the indivicdual and his collective comumity ef-
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great experiment stations -~ laboratories -Mﬁ;—'lmnﬁsa—!w to o things,
thinge industrial, educational, soclal, philenthropic.

The comiry is not bullt from the top, it is bullt fram the Dot~
tom by those collective efforts. Thoe great problen in this couniry is W

Relief wes not thet park and cotton cmme to them whare thoy dld net need
it, that moncy was powred in with crders to mele work far peoplo to &
vhen alreedy the cormmnity was looking aftar itc people, it wes that thelr
locel nersonal responsibility whidh they ware meeting with cowrage wes
invedod, that solf-respect at both ends of the line emong those who re-

ceived and who gave wvas weskoned, the one reverting to his old begging
poychology the othar to his hoarding. W

ot pret&ﬁ?éﬂ be sy more than an emer- 4_

gency. Whet we could have done withewt it no men con sey. It was escen~

tial ot tho moment, like bullding ehips, treining mep in war Hmese It

wos done on o gramd coale bocause the awergency wes on o gramd ecﬂo/@
It hos only como to sty If tho people of the Unibed States who TV

have beon running their loeal effeirs give wp tho job with the hope that ﬁ

8ll of these cares thet they havoe nssumed in the past and that they heve

been mareging with more ar loss success are going o be teken of thelr

shoulders, that the only thing they will heve to do henceforth - and which

thoy can do with infinito grumbling - is to pay texoss o greatar dsastor

could come wpon the Uhitoed Stabes than ks reloasing the individuwel snd the

loenlity from this f 6] obllgation to look after those neiglbers who

for one roason or ancther are i ved oSS -J’%W/j
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