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In the fall of 1888, during the dumum um m . Vi
Douglas and Mr. Lincoln, I had occasion to visit the Middle ml pastern
States; and as tho whole country was thcn agitated by the lllvm m
tion and that discussion cut a prominent figure in the mwum I M
frequently applied to for information in reference to Mr. ﬂmh. l
felt my State pride flattered by these inquiries, and .nu nrc to M
the New York Tribune, and other papers, publishing oopml Mil |
frrom these discussions, taken from the Chicago press. I d!.dﬂll ;um_-
I could to satisfy so lamdable a curiosity, not thinking, at tmt. tm-
anything further would come of this discussion, in reference to lvu'-
Lincoln, than his election to the Senate. At length from ﬁ. '

~  of these 1nqu1r1u and public notices of the Illinois cenhat, an !t-

pruslon began to form, that by judicious efforts he could be made m
Republican candidate for presidency in 1860, Very soon after my i'qtum

home, and after the senatorial contest had closed, one evening, as I

|
J
|
passed on the south side of the publiec square of this ecity, 1 espled "
the tall form of Mr. Lincoln emerging from the court-house door, Judge
Davis's court then being in ussion.. I stopped untilu he came across
“the utrlut, when, afer the usual salutations, I asked him to go with
me into my brother'l (K. N, Fell) law-office, then kept ovtr what u
the Home Bank, There we sat down, and in the calm mnght or the ev-
ening, had substantially tquufollowing convoraatioum--roll.---'&ggggin, @
)ﬁ have been East, ‘as lfc;.:bas Boston, and up into New Hmch:lu. msu ‘
in all the New England States, save Maine: in New York, New J’m. !m
_mvanu, Ohio, Michigan and Indiana; and everywhere 1 ‘hear rlu Mlkld

about. Very frequently I have been asked:' - *Who is this man Mmla.

~of your State, now. canvassing in oppoaition to anna.tor nomm' lltng.



rau are getting a national reputation wu as the result of m

‘been predy extensively published in the Bast; you are there
' ﬂ.mmun‘ minds as quite a um for ‘him ii “m:

of your State, now canvassing in opposition to Senator Douglas?' -ilﬁhii
as you know, an ardent Republican and your friend, I usually told them '
we had in Illinois two glants instad of one; that Douglas was the 1ite:

one, as they all knew, but that you were the big one, which thcr au:m
all know, '

"But, seriously, Lincoln, Judge nouglu being so ﬂhl: m,

ﬂmuu&; your muchu. in whole or in m. ﬂm

truth is, I have a decided impression that if your popuhr history and
efforts on the slavery question can be sufficiently brought before the
people, you can be made a formidable, if mot a successful, candidate
r6r the presidency."

@m& "OhsPell, 'vhat's the use of talking of me for the
prcnidonggfﬂigiggitwo have such men as Seward, Chase and others, who are
80 much better known to the people, and whose names are 80 intimate ly
associated with the principles of the Republican party. Everybody
knows themj; nobody, scarcely, 6utsido of Illinois, knows.mlL Btlid.l,i
is it noty.as a matter of justice, due to such men, who have carried
this movement forward ip 1ts‘present status, in spite of fearful oppo-
sition, personal abuse, and hard names? I really thini so." :

FPell,--=~"There is much truth in what you say; The men you
allude to, occupying more prominent positions, have undoubtedly rendered
a larger service in the Republican cause than you have; but the truth 15,
they have rendered too much service to be available eandidatci; Plac~
ing it on the grounds of personal services, or merit, if you please,

I concede at once the superiority of their claims; Personal services
and merit, however, when incompatible with the public good, must be

'laid asido; Seward and chase have both made long records on thl slav-
cry quaution, and hawe said some very radical things, vhich, hﬁ‘!'lr _

~ Just and true in themselves, and however much these men may challenge



just and true in themselves, and however much these men nnynphniinn¢t 5 B
our admiration for their courage and devotion to unpopular truﬁ@h;fﬁi@;jf_
l.rioucly,dlnnge them in the contest, if noﬁinnﬁod. Ib'muat-piié'iﬁl. |
mind, Lincoln, that we are yet in a minority; we are strnszlihg luhihtt

fearful odds for supremacy. We were defeated on this same issue in

1856, and will be again in 1860, unless we get a great many new votes

L

from what may be called the old conservative parties, These will be
repelled by the radical utterances and votes of such men as sitlrd'tni
@hlll; What the Republican party wantl; to insure success, in 1@‘.;-1!
a man of popular origin, of acknowledged ability, committed against

glgvory nasr.ns;ona. who has no record to defend and no rqdii
Wﬂ chmanr to repel votes from parties um '

Mmmgn with Judge Bouglas has ‘”“‘““‘ your obt

your devotion to freedom; you have no embarrassing record; you hnwl_
sprung from the humble walks of life, sharing in its toils and trials;
and if we can only get these facts sufficiently before the people, dliﬂul

npoﬁ it, there is some chance for you. And now, Mr. Lincoln, I come %o 1
the business part of this interview. My native State, Pennsylvania, |
will have a large number of votes to cast for somebody on the question |

- we have been discussing. Pennaylvania don't like, over nnch. lt"Yoat
and her politicians., She has a candidate, Cameron, of her own; but he
will not be acceptable to a larger part of her own people, much less
abroad, and will be dropped. Through an eminent jurist and essayist
of my native county in Pennsylvania, favorably known throughout the
State, I want to get up a well-considered, well-written newspaper arti-
cle telling the people who you are and what you have done, that it may
be circulated, not only in thag State, but elsewhere, and thus help in
-nnnuflcturing sentiment in your favof. I know your publiec 1life, tni

can furnish items that your modesty would forbid, but I don't lnuv much
nbant your private history® when you were born, and whnrt, the uﬂnll lnd

” ffn of your parents, what you did in early life, what yuar opportu-
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> origin of your pa::pnts, what you did in early 1;ro, what yo;nr Q_ppu'ﬂ-_
et :

7_(1@'% nities for education, etc., and I want you to give me these, Won't

-.‘; you do itew ,

A (Ep) 4§31¢ I admtt—tne—fored OT WICH THEL You-sa¥, and—
(G admit that I a.m ambitioul, and would like to be President. I am not ;

insensible to the compliment you pay me, and the interest you manifest

— in the matter; but there is no such goo d luck in store for me .I!E!.

history that would interest you or anybody olso. and, as Judge Davh

says, "It won't pay.' @Good night." fuwdke fup{(uc f»[,{/],uub(ﬂ:ba"od“__ i
And thus ended, for the time being, my pet scheme of helping :

to make Lincoln m‘uldont'. I notified him, however, as his giant form,

wrapped in a dilapidated shawl, disappeared in the darkness, that this

was not the last of it; that the facts must come, The next year,
uu. I was engaged much of the time as the corresponding mm\_
~xpn‘lnguh11can,stut- Central Committee, in trawnaxa; dmurf””

tns out plans for a more thormh muuu
w-.i-:mmn to the great contest of m.‘ =

7. quently met in my travels; and.in the month og December of that rm,

0 feeling that perhaps it _gg_u_;.g "pay,” I induced him to place in my M
0 this eminently characteristic paper; Such is the history ‘Gf' umﬂ'
that has already become historiec, and which, to me at least, has a ﬂlﬂl"

1§

.f_?__ 1 little dreamed of at that time.

i) : ; gy e e
(N "Springfield, Dee. 20, 1869, =

"’0 'g ’.11’ qu.
3 "ﬁ Dear Sir:
"Herewith is a little sketch, as you re
of it, for the reason, I suppose tlut
‘be MG out of it, I w:llh—&t to be modes!




