Im. of Talk with Gilbert Tracy, April 4, :lﬂ.h

: Mr, Tracy is 80 years old., a mx. thin man, Uuﬂn
fashioned frock coat, serupulously neat, He has the ﬂ.‘w

= YWew England farmer of cul$ivation written all over G
“_% - Tracy lived in Washington from 1863 to 1868, a “!!‘l M
;E»: War Department, HNe evidently saw Mr, Lincoln npuwm, lt‘;M
in’; - went back and forth in Washington, He heard him deliver the se
\; : inaugural , and his last speech, | He refuses to say ﬂwz \n‘- ‘

g Tincoln, All he will say is that he saw him, I vomrld lt

8: ‘possible on this to make a story, "He Baw I.i.nen.n.' Ro m 1
‘(—5 . feel th t it 4s a kind of irreverence to Lincelm to c).m ﬂw‘lrf-
:: ' ~an aoqu.u.ntanoc than one really had, This is the form hu um
L% ation takes, _
& fie left Vashington in 1868 becsuss ha masd he vmm‘ :
Ej ) bilious attack every fall there if he ltved. and ho mm !
E to do that, He bought a farm of 160 acres in conntcﬂcu% lﬂ

'- 4§ claims he is one of the few men in New England , and ‘the om

T‘“/ in his district, that has made money farming, He has M m

&T by the sinplest of living, one can tell, and by the mst plm
F{. and intelligent of application to his work, It has been wu er
& of twenty Jersey cattle, and hy fattening pigs twie'_c I mt'.

8 | said, that this has been done, i R

o Through all this severe work he has found tl.no to

heirs ut his deatth a hm_'
”'_nmanat, psu of which he has. sent to m '

uﬁ ﬂuand from his he




-l

He has put up in Tilton's memory somewhere a nnouth. !h m
on for years an intimate literary correspondence with m. Akers
!he wrote 'Rook Me to Sleep, Mother," Hc also eregted -m
_“tlblet or stone to her memory,

He has evidently been always a careful student Gt m ;

¥
®

13.1‘- and works, He regarded his letters as his gru.t comﬂ:"_‘
utside of the Lincoln and Douglas debate, at least xx tht t! W
way I understood him, : B
It was the realization a few years ago thet all of Limw. :

_letters qvailablo had not been collected and put into poma‘l
form that set him on the queat. He knew Tandy very well, nal 3
think must have helped nim a good deal in getting togothur thl
Gettysburg edition, In spite of thn.t. ecition, ‘hi.o’h dey cm

sidered finel, Tracy has got 300 letters which have had no p\tm
e  ation excepting in pamphlets or in newspapers, Some of these let

o are very valuable, I read them all at our sitting, My Wﬂm “
(B}

TI(\: ' is thet they intensify our knowledge of Linecoln as a fﬂr ; .
i | politician, and that they give some of the most oharn“ri“&# &

e ~ expression of his traits of any that we have, This eomn-qut_,

JS_' | in several pieces which refer to the Congressional eontest "t‘lﬂl -
@ | Gt F
= . Hardin in 1845, | .
0 In writing to Jomes in 1846 telling him how they .mg “

conduct themselves, he says, "It will be just all we un “ '6!
mup out of a quarrel," And 1:: another letter of J.MG ht ‘says
to nnu, "IM‘. noth:.ng be u.td aga.tmt Huum. !a os

"_‘jl_lt :rt!.r wm" |




'hon it comes to the struggle with Doulllh m

o m..-uu stuff, One of the most penetrating nrou to the .
;E #nuion he got from the speech that Douglu nul.c in Gh“m
!Lq_ July, 1858 This letter was to Koener, He gets Dmlu ow_ _
‘5{_ that wmmx what he was trying to do was to make it appear th“ Mﬂl
%3 : on a triumphal tour, His speeches, Lincoln says, sound to un |
E 'l:m»a npolcon's letters from Russia," sy ." '
? ’A ’ ﬁort are not a few personnl letters mixed ln with chlm

?_1: . fhe letters contain three or four references to his wife, ﬂll "
5 of the most amusing is a letter written in 1842 in which l!. mlt
E: ~ "Nothing new here except my marraige, which %o u is a most pw

% found wonder," : B
= - The way im which Lincoln mixed his law and his polities i
EE up to the time that he threw himself -into the Ksnsas, N as

E . fight is very intercsting, There are very fow of the lggll ‘

ig ' letters which have not political paragraphs tacked on, ' m:a m‘
'“H: some very clever political suggeetions, especially the uwug m :
u: wmch he warns Judd against the Celtic gentlemen thlt are 1
Q{%" . the eountry with the carpet bags, suggesting a detective ; w m
E ; one to Harrison telling him that a young man before the lw m

learned to watch him can do more than anyone else, Some of
mnnoln'n best personal characteristics come out, The very M )
letter of ndﬂoo to a young man going into the law h ta 'ﬁm A
uunnon. The willingness to own hinu:l.r wrong ﬁ“" m
‘been wrong , as it was shown agein and again in M ivil Va
o the vhw expressed in a letter to mm in Mﬂl
4 mm,m crm. [w ;m, "1t 1 lo at w a m




