1875-1869.

Immigration by leading Wationalities,
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"From (the) table it aprears that the natives of
England,Scotland,and Wales reached their highest absolute
numbers among our immigrants in 1880.1884 and 1885-.1869 ,with
over 400,000 for each period. In the latter period they consti.
tuted no less than 18.8 per cent of the total immigration. The g
pumber of these nationalities fell off conaiders ly during the 7
next five years,while during ths years 1805-1809 about ome. |
£ifth as many came to us as from 1885 to 1889. The proportion
in the latter period was little over one-third as great as in
the former,8.8 per cent. The yesar 1809 shows by “ar the . o
amallest proportion ever ¥nown,4.4 per cent. e ' 5

"The proportion of the Irish among the total immigrants
LiENXENaEREE X KR XSNEEMENEXEnEnk xafxRRAZREE has varled much o
less but,it also reached its maximum in 1885-1889,fourtesn per
cent,the absnlute number occurring in the vraceiing five years
being,however,greater-385,107. For the years 1906x1889 1895-.1899
the percsntage has been 12.8,and the abanlute numbar of Irish
immigrants less than one-half the number from 1880.1834.

"The number of Germans coming to our shores reached
the enormous total of 920,215 for the period 1880-.1884,when
it constituted no less than. 30% of the entire numbar of immigrants.
The total number of Germans arriving during the next ten years
was only =bout 60,000 more than during the five years preceding.
The proportion of Germans had fallen off to 1/6 during 1890-1894.
The most striking change,however,was during the five years last
passed,when only 121,178 natives of Germany landed in this
country,constituting but 8.8 % of the total immigration.

"The proportion of Scandinavianag reached its hichest
point from 1885-1889, 11.8 %. The decreasef since that time,
however,has beer less rapid than for Germany,and the proportion
for the past five years is still 7.9%,althouzh the total number
of Scandinavians arriving during that period was baresly 1/3
of the numbar arriving from 18680-1884. :

"The losses which have been thus shown in the im migra-
tion from the countries of Western mir “orthern Burope have been
made up by an increased influx from Southern and Eastern countries .,

"Ttaly shows the moat striking increase of all. While '
only 19,978 Italians came to this country from 1875.1879,the
arrivals firom 1800-1894 were no less than 307,077,while thosw®
for tha succeeding five ysars were scaracaly less,despite the o
great faling off in the total immigration. The proportion of the 3
Italians to the total immigrants has increased hy geometric g
rather than by arithmetic progressinn. It rose from 2.3 % in
1875-1879 to 13.1%,in 1890.1894, while ths pronortion for the
past five years has reached 21.8 #%,more than 1/6 of the total.
For the year 18°9,in fact,almost ene-fourth of all our immigrangs
were italians. - g el

"The increase in the absolute numbers and the prop
of the Russians and Polés was up to 1895 even more striking
that of the Itallans,the number for 18°20.1894 being 343,544,
eleven times greater than for 1875.1879. In the two years
1895, however,there was a very considerable falling off in
absolute number,the proportien to tha total immigation ®or
1899, howevar,increasing snmewhat as cnompared #ith the prees

g
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%% ' ceding five ysars,and amounting to W8 - e

Q) ' ~ "The number and proportion of the Hungaris

ke to this country,while less than half as great as iy

- the Russians and Poles,has increased during the ps

e since 1878 with about the same proportirnate rani

b While barely 1/100 of the total mumber of immig

E 1875-1884 were Hungarians,the provortion from @8 1806-18

oo was 7.5 %. The immigr immigrants from Austria are,on the
I whole,of a higher class than those from Hungary,but there has
(r been a tendency in recent years for relatively fewsr of

4y inhabltants of that country of German birth to immigrate,
ol while a larger provortion of those bslonging teo the Slavie

L races have been coming to thias courmry. The pruﬁoptioﬁ‘qk‘g +3
Austrians to the total immigration has increased from about
3% for 1875.1884 te mors than 0% during the pa#t fivs years.
: "It is cystomary to consider the immigrants from the

Western and Northern countriss of Europe as higher in RO SR
character than those from the South and East of the Continent.
Taking only the leading nationmalities,as indicated in the
table,a broad view of the recent change in the character of our
immigration may be obtainad by corparing ths pronortion 1hia$““

he mumber of irmigronts from Great Britain,Germany,Swoden,and
ﬁo?wti Ak borna to tha total immigration for each five.year
rerind with the proportion borne to the total by the immigra-
tion flom Austria-Hungary,R-ussia and Poland,and Itady. The o
figurss thus obtained are shown in the above tabls and in the
accompanying diagram. It will be sesn that the immigration from
the Northern countries reached its maximum Auring the decade
from 1880-1889,when it represented a 1ittle mors than 2/3 of
the total influx. For the past five years,on the other hand,
the absoluts n-umber of immigrants from these countries has .
bean barsly 1/3 the number mf tkm for the five yesars from lﬁﬁ&g
. 1889,while the proportion to the total immigration has e T
fallen to 38.0 % . The immigratign from the Southarn coumtries
of Burope began to innnnu-egigskﬁtvduring theperiod Seemn %
1280.1884 but reachad its maximum in abaoluts numbaras from .
1890-1894,when the immgration was mors than ten times groatar Bk
than from 1885-1879,the proportion to the total number of o
immigrante having risen from 9.4% to 38.6%. The prorortion bérne
by the irmigration from thess countries to the total for the
peri;d from 1896.1800 ia still greater,amounting to no less tham
54.1%. " : 7 et

From Report of U.S.Industrisl Commission, XV: 873-874.




