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NEW YORK AND LONBON,

EoitorIAL Roonms 141 EAST TWENTY-FIFTH ST.NEW YORK

M; 1, 1901,

My dear Sir:

I an sending vou by te=day's rail, & copy of the April number of

Mc Clure's Marazine containing an artiele on "The Dishanding of the Confederate
Army." In gathering the material fef this artiels I have become deeply interes-
ted in the condition in which the disbanding Confederates found themselves at the
close of the war, and in their struggles to start in life and te build up the
South again. I am anxious to go on with my study of this situation and to do a
more extended piece of work than it was pessiblé to do in the limits of a maga-
2ine paper. T remlize that %he enly source of the aformation which I want is
in individuals, and I have determined to ask ¢ n persons whose addresses I
have received, from their frisnds for the most part!(yours from pr. J« J. Vil-
liamson) to write out for me & long oF short account, as they may see fit, of
their own struggles aut the close of the war. The points which I should like to
huve covered are suggested in the magazine article. I want to know particularly
the condition in which you found your own homeg, the extent of the ravages in
your town or distriet, the condition of your neighbors, what oppertunity there
was to do business, and by what process you were able to get started comfortably
again in 1life. .

1f vou mre willing, my dear Sir, to take the trouble to cover theso
points for me, I shall be very grateful and I shall hope to use the material in
a way that will be satisfactory t6 yourself. !y whole ehject, of course, is to
eall attention more forcibly than has ever heen dens, to the fine heroism of the
Southerner in huilding up the South after the wars |

Hoping to hear fPoM you at weur convenience, I am,

Very truly vours,

Lol Noteld

R&V‘. J- F. v‘filliw,
Fells Church, Va.



