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In the presidential canvass in 1840 known as the "Log
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tendeney to develope it. At times he di soussed thi

Cadin and Hard Cider® ocampaign, Mr. Lineoln took an .ctivo pnrt.
He was a whig and espoused with great zeal the camse of Gonl.
Harrison who was elected at that time president of the United
States. Great excitement prevailed gnd monster political meet-
ings were held in all parts of the state. At one of these meet-
ings where were assembled many thouwsands of people Mr. Lineoln stood
in a wagon from which he addressed the mass of people that sur-
rounded it. The m«ting was one of unusual interest besause of
‘him who was to make th® principal address. It vas at & time o!'
his greatest physical strength. He was tall and perhaps a uttlo
more slender than in later 1life and more homely than after he be-
came atoufor in person. He was then only thirty-one years of age
and yet he was regarded as one of the ablest of the whig speakers
in that campaign. There was that in him that attracted and held
public attention, Even then he was the subjeet of popular regard.
because of his candid and simple mode of discussing and illustrat-
ing political questions. At times he was intensely logieal and
was alwvays most convineing in his arguments. The questions in-
volved in that canvass had relatiocn to the tariff, internal publie
improvements by the federal government, the ai stribution of the
proeeeds of the salss of public lands gmong the several states, snad.
other questions that divided the politieal parties of that day.

They were not sueh questions as enlisted and engaged his best
g : :

thoughts---they aid not tske hold of his great nature snd had no




the time in a logieal way, but muech time was devoted to t..un_:;
stories to illustrate some phase of his argument, but more often
the telling of these stories was resorted to for the purpose of
rendering his opponents ridiculous. That was a style of speaking

mich npnqiatod at that nrly day. In that kind of oratory he
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excelled most of the contemporaries -- indeed he had no equals in
the state. One story he told on that oceasion was full of salient
points and well illustrated the argument he was making. It was
not an impure story yet it was not one it would be seemly to pub-
1ish, but rendered as it was in his inimitable way it contained
nothing that was offensive to a refined taste. The same story
‘might have been told by another in sudh a way it would probably

have been regarded as transcending and proprieties of a popular

i gddrou. One characterizing feature of dl tho ttnriu mu by

Mr. Lincoln on the stump and elsewhere, although the uubjnt nat-
ter of some of them might not have been entirely unobjutlomblc.-
yot the manner of telling them was so peculiarly his own, they gave
no offense even to refined and oultured people. Oon the contrary
they were much enjoyed. The story he told on that oceasion was
mach liked by the vast assambly that surrounded the temporary
platform from which he spoke and was received with loud bursts of
lgughter and applause. It served to place the opposing party and
its speakers in a most ludierous position in respect to the quest-
ion being considered and gave him a most favorable hearing for the

arguments he later made in support of the measures he was iu.t.in—b

" ing. It was a habit with most speakers of th.tdgtgmw '”_v '

indulge in telling mirth-provoking stories when dlcmdmpox*
osl questions and Mr. Linocoln practiced that lublt wit
"Drrnt. It made him a mlt por\lhl' ?011 ttﬂﬂ.'

unﬂuhr fu.t. no-t ptapln mu to m vﬁ
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by being made the butt of a well told story. It is not Tair mode
of treating an sdversary, but it is a mode 'of attack greatly rel-
ished by popular assemblies. Nr. Linecoln oontinnod.f.hp wascof
that homely imagery in all his public addresses from the stump

until after the repeal of the "Missouri Compromise.® After that .
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‘work of his profession until his nominatio

time the old or former ques tions that divided the whig and demo-
oratie parties ceased to engage public attention--they were no
longer discussed in any state or national canvass. Questions re-
lating to eivil rights--to the right of human slavery--as to the
propriety of its extension into territory where it had not before
existed, arose and were discussed to the exelusion of all others.
These wers questions that engaged Mr, Lincoln's most earnest and
intensest thoughts -- upon which he liked to think and to talk.
They were in harmony with his great nature. He now bnﬁ. -.n.jj.g;u
.ﬁd thoughtful in all his utteransces f!'ol;l the pl;t'foi;tn oé rostrum.
It was seldom if ever he to1ld an anecdote after he begun to dis-
cuss these grave measures. The questions to be discussed, were
themselves great -- they took hold of and had relation to the bhest
notions of right and wrong as held by all just psoples. They

were questions upon which he had bestowed mush study and in elsgbor-
ating them, he developed mental powers, both in oratory and los{o
it was not before known he possessed. with thl‘on‘tilvlll“ aie-
eussion of these questions of liberty and equal eivil rights of all
men "hothor white or blask his nature grew and oxpmd.o@ untilin - l
the end he became great like the themes upon which he spoke and
thought. This phase of his great character will b.nr'm.‘ “

later in this sketeh.

In 1848 after Mr. Lincgln's temm in cdq&nn"

oxpired he returmed to the practies of the la
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1860, It will be seen that was a most interesting period in his
1life. ‘Appmontly it was uneventful and even unimportant and yet
it was really the period in whieh by thought and much study he pre-
pared himself for his great 1ife work -- a work that vitally af-

fected the welfare of our eommon country. In 1837 Mr. Lincoln's
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nﬁw was cntor;od on the roll of attorneys prastiaing in the Supreme
and State Courts of Illinois. It may be he commenced to prastice
in the inferior eourts before that time. Far back in the early
hieto;'y of the state it is said there was a class of lawyers known
as "oirocuit lawyers." The aceounts given of them are quite vari-
ant and by some ineredulgus people are not believed to be entirely
acourate. Whatever else may be said about that class of early
vgiveuit lawyers” it is certain they were "a peculiar peorle.”

The history of the epoch in which they lived is not obssured by
the lapse of time. Their history was not written when it could
have been accurately done. Like all pioneer history, mach of it
exiets in legendary stories of doubtful authentiacity. Most of
the information concerning them that has come down to the present
generation is given by very old lawyers many of them having a
liveliness of faney maie more vivid by participation in a symposion
with their friends before commeneing to state what they understand
to be the only guthentie history of that period. Other aceounts
are given by voluminous after dinmer speakers at bar banquets.

It is thought by some doubters of that excellent history, its ae-
surasy depends much on the time of night such speeches ars made --
those given earliest are regarded as containing most yeritable .
history. By these most verasious historians, the "eirsuit sourt"
lawyer is described as one traveling on "horse-back" -uh the

eircuit judge from eounty to county until the entire oim;m

made. It is said the time occupied in going the rounds of th
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eireuit often embraced many wesks. The tradi tions are they ear-
ried after the manmer of all "Horse-back® travelers of that period
the historie "saddle-bags® —- the wntents of which were not al-
ways the same and sometimes a little mysterious. " It is certain

if an inventory had been made it would not have contained the same
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things found in the "saddle-bags" of the "Methodist cireuit rider"
of the same period. Some narators of the history of that period
intimate that the "saddle-bags" of the "eireuit lawyer® eontained
in one end a eopy of "Blackstone’s Commentaries® and in the other
end some soiled underwear and a "bottls of whisky." But the
veraeious historians of that time utter repeated cautions against
giving too mch credit to such idle stories to the disoredit of

the "eireuit lawyer." The distance between eounty seats where

' W_th'o courts wers held wers very great in that early day -- so great

it was not always practicable to make the joufnoy in one day and
so it was often necessary to seek entsrtainment in the humble
home of some pioneer. The "eircuit lawyers” are represented as
having been somewhat hilarious in their conduct when riding the
eirocuit. Each lawyer had a repertoire of stale stories from
which he selected a number to be given on all oeéscasions. Baron
Munchausen would have desmed himself most happy if he could have
been permmitted to write the atoriéu related by the "eireuit law-
yors" as given by the authors of "old cireuit® history. It is
said he had a great deal of ability in writing that kind of liter-
ature. That there was a class of "eircuit lawyers' answering in
s measure to the description given of them is ,no-doubt: ;,m.;” bu-t o

much that is related of them is megve f.brlution. That 'honl-- 4

back" practice of the law on the eireuit: whatwu' :lt 'u M

in ‘a measure at least ceased before Mr. maou].n tm
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It is not probable he ever participated in it, to any very oonsiad-
erable extent. If he ever traveled on the eireuit other than in
some wheel vehiecle it is quite as probable it was on foot as on

horse-back.

Later there was a "eircuit prasetice® in which Mr. Lin-
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and eertainly in other parts of the state ilﬂ”h’did :

coln did engage . In this later prastice on the cirsuit, the

traveling was done in buggies or other carriasges. That practice
gradually ceased as there became resident lawyers at every county
seat competent to attend to all losal legal business and by 1850
it had in a great measure ceased in the central portions of the
state. A few of the most prominent lawyers would go to Gounties
other than where they resided -- some few to seek professional busi-
—
ness and others whose services had been previously engaged.
There were and are still a few lawyers that indulge in enlarging
the history of this later period in which Mr. Lineoln took a part.
Some of them have represented they traveled the eireuit with Mr.
Lincoln and practieed law with him in "log eourt houses.® It is
not probable Mr. Lincoln ever saw a “"log court house® in central
Illinois where he practiced law, unless he saw one at Decatur in
Maeon obunty. In a conversation between three members of the
Supreme Court o!fAlllinoia all of whom had bsen bom in this state
and had lived in it all their lives and who were certainly familiar
with the central portions of the state, all declared they had never
seen a "log ocourt house" in the state. It may be at a very early
ddy in pioneer times there may have been "log sourt houses® in
some localitiss -- but as to whers they were located and vhen they
oxisted no eertain infomation is at hand. If any ever oxisted

it 1s probable it was before Mr. Lineoln conmenced to prasti

Hh.nuctiu on the eireuit was mostly

¢
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holden in company with the judge of the enul-t, tho i

~and one or tw lawyers to go to Urbana lhu-p'

portions of Illinois. After 1848 it was mostly in what was knowm
as the "0ld 8th Judileial Cireuit" in which David Davis aft ervards
a member of the Supreme Court of the United States wvas oirouit

judge« That eireuit was quite a large one -- probably embracing

‘a8 many as fourteen eountiu. When it was first established it

inecluded wi thin its bounds, Sangamon County in whiech Mr. Lineoln
resided. Aftermamds Sangsmon was disconnected from Judge Davis'
eirouit -- the "old 8th eireuit® -- but Mr. Lincoln still continued
to practice in it, attending almost every eourt in every eounty.
That, he did several years after other lawyers had ceased to go

on the eireuit regularly. During that period intervening 1848
and the time railroads began to be gperated in the eentral portions
of the state Mr. Lincoln traveled arpund the circuit in an open

buggy drawn by one horse. Usually he traveled in company with

Judge Davis who rode the cireuit in a rather large and very strong

buggy. He was physieally a very large man. Neither Mr. Lin-
eoln's horse nor his buggy were of n;uh value -- both had tha
appearance of goods that had been bought two or throe times at an
administrator's sale. In stom and in sunshine, in heat and in
6old, he traveled around the cirocuit in that rattling "old buggy"
at the slow gait his horsa could draw it. The speed gt vhich he
tr;volod was always about the same -- that wms as fast as his old
horse could go and that was a very slowv pace. His old horse be-
came about as well as known on the cirveuit as Mr. Lineoln himself,
His mode of travel on the circuit exposed him to many . Bardships
and often to muach sufferving. on on® oceasion he qt.rtqi from. -

Monticello in Piatt County where a temm of court hed just besn -

'uld convene. It ws on the 1st day of
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Mr. Lineoln as usial rode in his old open buggy drawn by his old

slov going horse. Shortly after starting a heavy rain begsn to
fall and suddenly it became very eold -- unugually eold for that:
time of the year. The cold was so severs as to camse real suffer-
ing. The Judge and the others forming the party had better teams
and gould have driven away from Mr. Lincoln but they chose to re-

main with him. ordinarily the trip could have been made easily

eul] [eNSIe"

in a day, but the roads became heavy and but little progress eould
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be made. All day long the party moved on in the drendhing rain.
Mr. Lincoln had no wraps other than a light sloth cloak sudh as

was then eommonly worn by gentlemen around home vhen going out in
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moderate weather. It afforded him no protestion ei ther against

the heavy fall of rain or the severe oold. It was discovered the

town o8ould not he reashed before the darkness of night would ocoms.

e

on so the party stopped at a farm house and secured entertaimment .

-m;g.o sticks of wod and around that hospitabl oy

stood to warm themselves, and to dry their clothes ro:; ihi: had no
change of raiment with them. Some of the party deemed it prudsnt
to take a stimulant -- whiskey -- to ward off the effeets of the
wet and eold but Mr. Lineoln, declined to take any, saying he
thought he would be quite as well off without it. The others
partook of it quite freely during the evening -- even after their
slothes had besome dry. They were no better off next morning --
indeed if so well -- as Mr. Linecoln who had not partieipated with
them. 0On another oceasion Mr. Lincoln was indueed by friemds who
were indulging a little, to taste lager beer. He took only a.

bare sip and spit that out with fearful grimsces deelaring it was

*

wyrthless stuff.

Late in 1853 -- eertainly in 1854 railroads had been son- .. -
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-had esased to travel it rogum‘trvnt ‘ve referrsd to. ‘latﬁr.

strueted and were opor.tod to mlt of the ogunty seats of the 8th
Gireuit and Mr. Lincoln's old horse and buggy were thereafter seldom

if ever sgain seen on the eireuit. They had besome things of the

past. Every ecounty seat nov had its lavyers and "eirouit prac-

tice" in its original sense® now ceased forever. It is true as

before stated a few prominent lawyers visited some scunties to

seek professional business and others when previously employed
attended court in the counties other than where they vesided.
Strietly speaking after 1854 there was no sush thing in central
I1linois as "traveling the cirsuit® as was done in earlier days.
Mr. Lineoln was probably the last one to give it up in the "ola
S8th Cireuit.” He continued to go much with the judge holding the
;:lrouit courts from court to court for the opportunities it afforad-
ed him other than for the law business that came to him.‘ What

his purpose was in eontinuing on the cireuit after everybody sl se

Mr. Lineoln's law business on the sireuit sueh u u
was brought him slight renumeration. Perhaps at every court he
attended he tried some cases but they were of no great magnitude.
The Couvts at that eawrly day in whidh Mr. Lincoln praetided most
were held among a rural people, who transacted bﬁt little commer-
cial business. Other than eriminal cases the matters litigated
wsre of no oon-idoruﬁlc importance. It did not require great
ability such as Mr, Lincoln possessed to try the eases -- it eould
be done by the young loeal lawyers. As a genergl rule l!;. Iin-

eoln charged less for his professional services than did most

young resident lawyers. In one case -- Illinois Cmtul'm-lro“.

Company-v- MoLgan County -- he received the largest f

got on the eireuit. The question involved was whe!
or munieipal eorporations through whieh the somp
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*w_'_{aiig;oulﬂ”notvﬁhnt.nding 1f; elurtor oumption 1@51‘713;{1 taxes
on its property so situated. The case was one of great impor-
tance to the railroad campany involving as it did the annual pay-
ments of large sums of money so long as the eorporation should

oxist. Mr. Lincoln assisted by other counsel sonducted the

litigation on behalf ¢f the railroad company and the case was

s1d

decided by the Suprems Court of the state in its favor on the

ground suggested by him in his argument. He rendered to ths

(3]

eompany a bill for $5000. for his services. It was very mudh to

600

the disocredit of the managing officers of the company they quest-

ioned the reasonableness of his fee and never did pay it until

@
=

after he obtained a judgment in the MeLean County Ciresuit Court

against the company for the ampunt. It is probable the aggregate

of all the fees he received in MeLean County in all the years he

81 ‘uond3[[0)

practiced in that court did not exceed or even nearly equal that

single fee. -

No lawyer on the scircuit was more unassuming than was

Mr. Linooln. He arrogated to himself no superiority over any one
-- not even the most obsocure member of the bar. He treated esvery

one with that simplieity and kindness that friandly neighbors

7 1013972 93270 Au

manifest in their relations with eash other. He was remarkably

gentle with young lawyers becoming permanent residents at the
saveral county seats in the cirecuit where he had practised for so
many years. It happens sometimes young lawyers affeect great legal
learning when fresh from the schools and basome offensively arro-
gant in their mannerse at the bar and in that way bring.upon them-
selves a little uncomplimentary eritieism, but Mr. Lincoln never
grév impatient with such an one. He affected not to notii_o -thoi.r'
foibles whatever they were. The result was, he bscame the mush

beloved senior member of the bar. No young lawyer sver practised
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have a regard for him akin to personal affestion. , Any one familiwr

with the care he took of his legal Papers would have thought he
would never have been able to find one when he wanted it and yet
it was seldom if ever known, he lost or mislaid an important paper.
It was his habit whén on the eireuit -- and perhaps in all his
after life -- to wear:a high erowned hat after the style of the
later silk hat and in whieh he carried many valuable pspers sush
as promissory notes and other important small papers. It ws
sometimes said of him, he "kept his office in his hat." That was
nearly or quite literally true when he was on the 0:1 renit. But
that habit was not peeuliar with Mr. Lineoln. Other lawyers and
perhgps -émn business men in gountry towns were in the habit --
ridieulous as that habit was -- of earrying 1mg¢;rtmt .small Tpgg-‘ -
sudh as promissory notes and bhusiness letters in ;hu'r hats Ihn

mn ‘the strest. ~Sometimes s “uvm' ﬁmw

erown of his hat nearly full of his papers. The’ cnly mt-mu '
was by stieking the ends of the pgpers under tho inaide b“
In ocase® a sudden gust of wind urrha his hat away his .pmqrc_‘ nu;d,‘
be seattered about the street before he could gather them u;i. :

In the make of his charaster Mr. Lineoln had many els-
ments @ssential to the successful eireuit lawyer. He kaumch ;

of the law as written in the books, and had that knovlﬂlg.o !'Ms

for use at all times. That was a valuable pououion m,um nb- i ‘
sence of law books, where none were obtainable on the cimlt. . ...
But he had no more than a knowledge of the lav. He knew. r:lumf' ne

justice and knew how to make their applieation to tho uftd

every day 1life. That was an element in his l.ul'lltw'
him power to prevail with the jury vhen crgu:mq 'm

Few lawyers ever hgd the influence with - Jnry,
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He had s most remarkable talent for examining witnesses -- viih
him it was a rare gift. It was a power to compel a witness to

di selose the whole truth., Even a vitness at first unfriendly
under his kindly treatment would finally besome frimdly and would
wish to tell nothing he could honestly .voiﬁ against him, if he
eould state nothing for him. It would not be a just analysis of
his charaeter to omit to state, he sometimes in the trial of a
cause sxhibited mueh impatience and at times vehement anger. But
it was always a just indignation. In the trial of a cause in a
sourt in one of the counties in the 8th judi olal eireuit where he
practiced most -- pﬁhqpl in 1850 -- a witness gave most disgusting
testimony against Mr. Lincoln's elient. Aside from other features
of the testimony Mr. Linc.oln did not believe it eontained a word

of truth. When he came to argue the case to the jury he turned
upon the offending witness a torrent of imvutivopml «m.ﬂon

ot WM - Parely ever: mmm D

omb.r. " In the same case he luddonly mmu‘m- nm

speesh and became as tender and gentle as he hd .Ju.‘tvb'nn uv.r

and violent. His elient was an orphan girl that had been betrayed
to her ruin. His words in defence of that friendless girl u cho

sat alone in the midst of strangers werse gentle, beautiful, and- 33

full of tenderest pathos. In the trial of a case bofq.n-‘»g.;gpgi

or before a sourt Mr. ‘Linecoln was alwaye logieal and nl\ull,ylm-

ingly candid. Mudh of the foree of his argument lay 1u hi- 1031-_"'13'
¢al and eoncise statement of the facts of a ease. mﬂ hﬁl h.ﬁ 1:\ i
' that way secured a elear understanding oi ~mg,tsﬂu. _tho ]ury y
Itho court would seem naturally to follow him-in-his: la\
to the law of the case. His simple and natural " i
the faots seemed to give the impression,. tho j

making the statoment. He had the happy ‘and
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making the juryr;;uw;_t_h_gx -- ‘}‘;Mt he -- were trying the
case. In that mode of presenting a case he had few if any equals.
An attorney makes a grave mistake if he ptitl too mueh of himself
into his argument before the jury or before the eourt. Mr. Lin-
eoln kept himaslf in the baek ground and apparently assumed nothing
more than to be an gssistgnt eounsel to the court or the Jury on
whom the primary responsibility for the final desision of the case
in fact rested. That mode of arguing a case is most satisfastory
-- espeeially with a jury who dislike to be ignored as though they
eonstituted no part of the eourt. Not infrequently Mr. Lineoln
would illustrate his legal arguments with an appropriate story or
aneedote.” That line of legal argument with many lawyers would

be a most dangerous experiment but it never failed with Mr, Lincoln.
When he chose to do so he eould place the opposite party and his

sounsel too for that matter in a most ridieulous attitude by

gave him a grontﬁdvmt;go with the jury. A young lawyer had
brought an action in trespass to reeover damages done to his
slient’s growing erops by defendant's hogs. The right of aetion
under the law of Illinois ;a it was then depended on the faet
wvhether plaintiff's fence was suffisient to turn ordingry stoek.
There was some little eonfliet in the evidenee on that question
but the weight of the testimony was decidedly in favor of plaintiff
and sustained beyond all doubt his cause of gotion. Mr. Linegln

appeared for a defendant. There was no eontroversy as to the

damage by defendant's stoek. The only thing in the case that -

eould possibly admit of any discussion was the eondition of plain- .
tiff's fence and as the testimony on that question seemed to-be in ;

favor of plaintiff and as the sum involved was u._m.- -ia'--mdn‘ni.’ :

Mr. Lineoln did not deem it neesssary to argne the ¢gse ssriousl;



i i

14

yo)

1300[10D) [[9GIEL ‘A BPTSYL - '600

but by way of uying lomething in behalf of his elient he told a-

1ittle story about a fenes that was so orooked that when a hog
went through an opening in it, invariadly it csme out on the same

side from whenee it started. His deseription of the eonfused

look of the hog after several times going through the fence and
still finding itself on the side from where it had started vas a
humorous spesimen of the best story telling. The effest was to
meke plaintiff's case appear ridisulous and while Mr. Lineoln did
not attempt to apply the story to the case, the jury seemed to
think it had some kind of applieation to the fenee in eontroversy
-- otherwise he wuld not have told it and shortly returned a
verdi et for defendant. Few men oould have made so mueh out of so
1ittle a story. His mammer of telling a story was most generally
better than the story itself. He alvays seemed to have an apt
story on hand for use on all oceasions. If he had no story in
for-two ‘One- hutlut!r‘o Mmm1rm
he had brougn: it into serviece on many pmiou- oceasions. It 1-
believed he had never heard ddéfore, many of the mirth pProveking
stories he told at the bar, on the rostrum and elsevhere lmt for-
milated them for immediate use. That is a talent akin to the
Power to construct a parable -- a talent that few men Possess.

But it must not be supposed Mr, Lineoln's prastice in
later life was restricted to eireuit prastice. He was often em-
ployed in important cases elsewhere in the state and quite often
in other states. Later in his praetice his servises were muech in
demand in the larger eities where there was important littg‘.tun
both on assount of his ability and learning as a lawyer and: hd.l
clear and foreible mode of presenting a case ¢ither to s 3“1‘7 0' :

to a court,

Gradually Mr. Lineoln ceased to travel the sirenit

g o 4
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the same rcgularity hc d:ld in tho beginning. The "old 8th Cir-

_ euit" was several times reduced by taking from it.eounties to es-
tablish new eireuits. Sangamon ;!ounty in whiech Mr. Lincoln re-
sided was stricken off but he still eontinued to travel the "old
8th Cireuit” the same as he had done while his own ecounty was a
part of that eireuit. “ Why he did so presents matters for eurious
and interesting study. It was oertainly not because it was for
his peeuniary advantage to do so, for he could have reslized vastly
more money from his practice slsewhere, especially in Chieago.

It was not money he wanted. His purpose was to keep himself

before the-publie and that eould better be done in a eountry lo--
ﬁulity than in a large city. In many ways the "old 8th Cimouit®
afforded him some faeilities for gratifying his ambition in that
direetion, of which he wished to avail. There were a few young

men in that ciweuit, some of whom were of unusual antt& np;:vln e .‘

1 Mhnuc :u‘un..um in. MM

' dunoﬁ 1t wise to- a11y thmolvn vith the fortmu‘ ot llr. o
In that they made no mistake. Long before Mr, Linooln bu__uno‘--.
famous in the nation it was discerned by those that dwelt nqn-
hlﬁ, there was something in him that would soon make him a leader
among the great men of the nation. Attached as those young mm'
were to Mr. Lincoln they _1ot Pass no opportunity to advanee his
interests and to which they devoted the best serviees of theiw
young and ardent lives. Judge Davis who was the judge of the
Yold 8th Cireuit® during all the years after 1848 that Mr. Lineoln
was on that eirouit, was his most devoted personal and politisal

friend. It esn hardly be said, Judge Davis was a io11t1.1‘n' hut o

he had an unusual fondness for polities in the better -oaaq af
the word. He always took great interest in publis: aﬁ'd,rl. l!!

¥as a man of great foree of character and possessed 1"8. oxi
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ability. Few men had so much ability to organize political foreces
as he had and nothing afforded more gratification than to exercise
his»powers in that direetion on behalf of Mr. Linecoln in whom he
then saw or thought he saw evidenees of his coming greatness,
Lincoln knew better what ought to be done in political matters

_but David knew better how to do it. Lincoln was always quiet
.and.moét deliberate in all he said and did concerning grave po-
litieal questigns. Davis was vehemently impulsive, foreceful and
resolute in effort to aceomplish that which was p}anned for him to
do or in ihatévor he purposed himscif to do. No two men were more
unlike in mental and physical characteristies. iny\in one thing

were they alike. Both had an integrity of character that was im-

vable in its steadfastness. Even in habits of thought they
":ike. But they were neeessary to @ach other. Both were
' becaus® of their close association and had the benefit of
ers peculiar qualiﬁies. Lineoln in a thoughtful way

;and looked far into the.future to discover what the end of
 -« megsure wﬁulﬁ be -- that is what the effeet would be on
own destiny. Davis with his abrupt energy and impulsive

purpose to overcome all opposition, carried into effeect much of

what Lineoln devised. The opinion is ventured neither would ever
haveioccupied the exalted positions.they did, had it not been for
the helpful influence each exerted for the other. Lineoln knew
Davis' great powers and that a close alliance with him was neces-
sary to him in deyeloping his own plans and purposes. The young
men of the eireuit of whom mention had been made were much under
the influence of Judge Davis and meted in a messure under hig

leadership. Their influence and it was no ineonsidergble foree,

Davis turned to the cause of Mr. Lincoln's advancement in all he
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desired to have done. It was for these reasons and fbr thAeolé N
causes Mr. Lineoln remained on the "old 8th Cireuit" long after
all others had csased to travel it as "eireuit lawyers® and long
after there was any considerable money to be realized from sueh a
practice. After 1856 his praetice on the cireuit was worth but
little to him in money and after 1858 he traveled the eireuit with
less regularity. The "old 8th Cireuit® had now been redneed to
three eounties, but Judge NDavis was still the eireuit judge. Mr.
Lincoln eontinued to attend the eourts in the redueed eireuit with
more or less regularity but with less desirs or expestation of

seocuring any law business. Greater subjests now oseupied his

thoughts. The nation was much disquieted by publie discussions of

the slavery question and of its extension into new national terri-
tories. The great minds of the nation were oonsidering these

disturbing questions. Events were transpiring it was evident

MW on . to the maturing of polieies that would effest even

- the national life. Mr. Lineoln during that periocd, planmed and
thought much alone. It was for the reason he then had higher as-
pirations and purposes to aceomplish, he did not wish to reveal to
others. It may be he did not believe his friemds were in full
sympathy in all he thought and purposed to do. Greater than all
by whom he was surrounded he dwelt much in the solitude of his own
reflactions. But he wished to meet with the people and to got

his thoughte before them. That he did by publiec addresses --

A

rarely if ever in any other way. It 18 not probable he ever

vrote an article of anyk:msi derable pretentions fo.r a magazine or g
hewspaper on publie measures or in respeet to national poliecies.
If he wrote any it was but few. In the earlier days of the anti-

slavery agitation his frierids in the "old 8th Cireuit®" where he haa
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prastieed law sc long were o

¢ much assistance in making opportu-

nities for him to address the people whom he wished to edueate up

to his own views. It would be absurd to say all his assisting
friends were in that loeality. It is only true they oceupied
a little closer personal relation with him on assount of his fre-

quent presence among them. Later his serviees as a publie speaker

were in demand in all parts of the state and‘ all its people were
his friendly supporters. He had now bseome a leader oT publie

thought. Thereafter no locality eould elaim him more than another.
He belcnged to the state and nation.

ft was mainly through his management and by his advice a
state convention was called in 1856 to eonvene in Bloomington in
MeLean County. It assambled in what was then known as "Major's
Hall.*" That "old hall® has a most interesting history but it can
not be written in this connsction. It ought to be written before

: 4‘11 Lrom the memory of the few fﬂtnm dﬂl»lt that nt

mrvlvc. To tha.t eonvention camo m.ny or tho pdnoipal mon ot

the state -- men who before that time had had no poli tieal affilia-
tion with each other. It was a remarkable body of men -- many of
them di stinguished for their learning and ability as well as for
their publiec serviees. . There were present old whigs and old
demgorats who had fiercely fought eash other politisally through
many deeades of years and there were old abolitionists whom
neither of the old parties liked and with whom it was in faet dis-
tasteful to affiliate politiecally. That ineongruous assembly

had to be made harmonious if anything worthy of their coming to-
gether was to be aceomplished. In that work Mr. Linecln seemingly
had less to do than any one else and yet he was the gne who dia )

more than all others to effest a union of forees and s oneness of

purpose. Silently and without seeming to do so, he so planned, so
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arranged and“ so ;dviud that when t.ho time for deeisive ution
came every man in that before inecongruous sonvention vas moved as
if by a strange yet foreeful influence to do the right thing at
the exaet time as though he had known from the beginning what he
was oxpected to do and just when to do it. It was then Mr.
Lineoln stood in the midst of that body of men that had eome to-

gother to sounsel soncerning the welfare of their sommon eéountry

as the geknowledged leader. All thoughtful men present and else-

02
a

)T

where knew and realized, events would soon transpire that would

put to the test our form of republiean government. Grave appre-

N BPT Y.L 60(

hensions existed as to what might be the result. At first eoun-
sels from the several speakers were not altogether satisfastory

. although patriotic sentiment seemed to sontrol. Men talked with
that depth of earnéstness that comes only from a sense of impend-

ing danger to a sommon cause. It was a patriotie body of men

51-0681.°U0NAA[0)) [[9qTe]

d-thei® eountry md 1ts huﬂcnttoni, emev

» oqu “\‘1-v11 ridttl rér 011 men -- for thok:lo'ly al’~
vell as for the exalted. After others had spoken Mr. Mnéoh_l'- eme .
forni'd and stood upon the platform in the presense of the eon-
vention. His form and face had been familiar to all present for

many years but never before had they seen him look s¢c mmeh 1like a

% great man, There was an expression on his fase of intensse emotion
-_oldom 1f ever seen upon any one before. It wmas the @tion of a
great soul. Even in stature he appeared greater. He seemed to
reglize it was a erisis in his life. A sudden stillness settled
over that body of thoughtful men as Mr. Linepln ecommensed to apeak.
Every one wanted to hear what he had to say. When he eommended,

. he spoke slowly as if selesting words that wuld best expreas his

views and until he eould get his subjest well in hand. 'uMuunI
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he incrnud in p

that fell from his lips had a fullness of meaning not before so
fully appreeiated. The seene in that old hall was one® of impress-
ive grandeur. Every man, the venerable as well as the young and

the strong, stood upon his feot. In a brief moment every one in
that before ineongruous assambly came to feel as ons man, to think
as one man and to purpose and resolve as oneé man. Rarely if ever
was so wonderful an effect produeed by an oration. It was the
speesh of his life in the estimation of many who heara it. In
speaking of it he said he thought it was the best speeeh he ewer
made unless it was one at Levenworth. It is a metter of profound
regret this great speech was never reported so it could have been
preserved. It was an extraordinary oration. In some ru_poota

it was not surpassed by the best efforts of the greatest orators in

any eountry or in any age. The subjects discussed were great

...and were -udu as qffoctod pmfoundlr thn nt.hni«tv ot thmom

i’c’ on mo urth worth mintainin;. ‘ !.‘ho dan;or to th;t n-

publie was imminent. Liberty and the unhappy eéondition of the
slaves were involved and even more than that -- it was whether
*government of the peoplé, by the people )and for the peopla® eould
be maintained on this continent as the fathers had established it.
The subjects were themselves, themes for a great oration. Mr.
Lineoln seemed to forecast the future and to ecomprehend what was to
come from all the fierce dissussion that agitated the ontir; land.
Never was an orator more the master of the presence before which
he spoke. The great audience hefore him was a8 ¢lay in the hands
of the potter, He fashioned and molded it after his own great
purposs. It was a triumph that comes to but few speakers. It

was an effest that ecould only be produeed by the truest eloqusnce.

*



