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Tourth Grcai Debate between Lincoln and Douglas at Charlestown.--Lincéln

Strips the Giant Dry.

Charleston, Sept. 18, 1858
The fourth meciing between Lincoln and Douglas took place in this tomn

to-day, and was attended by a very large crowd--estimated variously at
from ten to fifteen thousand persons. And here, we may say, thay the
great recason urged by the Doliglasites against the canvas as proposed dy
Mr. Lincoln, that he, (Lincoln) would be indebted to lir. Douglas for 2all
the crowd, is proven to be a scomplete fallacy, by conirasiing the naa-
pers here, at Ottawa and Freeport, with those at Jonesboro. At the thr
three former places ilr. Lincoln's Priﬁndq are supposed to be equal, or
to predominate over those of Mr. Douglas, while at the latter few in
comparison are claimed for lir. Lincoln. At the former places lnmmense
gatherings have characterized the mectings, while at the latter the
crowd was very meagre.

The mecting here to-day was immugurated at lMattoon last evening, by
gspeeches from men on both sides of the question. Robinson, Douglas cand-
idate in the 8th District for congress, the man who a short time since
at Paris, said he " would rather sleep with a nigger than a republican,"
souzht out a goods hox in a street and commcnced a harrangue in his pe-
culiar Fish-market dtyle, announcing that he would be followed by Colc
of Champaign, and other gentlemen. At the close of the remarks by Rob-
inson t*o audierce showed a desire to heve en antidote eccompany the
noiﬂv“\w vecch, by calling for Hon. W. B. Craddock, Republican candi-
date for the legi.laiure; mecordin~'y he was almost unanimously called
for. Robinson arose, filled %o overfilowing with wrath, and announced
that this was his anp01ntn0“v, and he would allow no Black republican
crowd to drive him off. Accordingly the crowd adjourncd to a convenient
locality, where llr. Robinson would not be disturbed, leaving him alone
on the box, apparently not well pleased, and then called for "Crad,"
from whem they had @ good speech, done up in his best style. He was fol-
lowed by James W. Somers, of Urbana, and b, Mr. Dhapman of Indianepolis.
This mornin g the procession formed at liatioon for the purposeof escort-
ing Linecoln to the count seat. It was led by a band of music from Indi-

-‘

ana. o?ﬂvvzn; the carriage of Mr. Lincoln was a wagon filled with young
ladies, v.1;*tv two in number, each representing & state. The wagon bear-
ing this ocmdu purden; of ‘peanty, bore this significant motto:
"lcstwa:d vhe gtu of empire takes its way,
The girls Link-on to Lincoln,
Their mothers were for Clay."
Irmediately following was a young lady on horse-back representing Kansas
bearing the mottoc,--"Kansas will be free." In¥front ol tho procession

was & banner inscribed, "Support Abraham Lincoln, the Defender of Henry
Clav "



Arriving at Charleston, a vast throng was found awaiting the process-
ion, and welecomed it -with-oheers-and huzzas. TFrom-{hc Capilol JOUSC WO
the Court House, on the dpposite side of the street, a banner was stre- :
tched on whw’1 was sketeched an emigrant wagon, drawn by two yoke of ox-
en, driven by a young st 1p11ng and over the caricature the words,"Abes
entranﬂe 1n.o Charleston thirty years ago." VWhen it was remembered that
thirty years ago lMr. Lincoln emigrated to this place from Kentueky, dri-
ving his father's tceam, a la the design. on the banner, theés hada pecul-
iar significance. It attracted much attention during the day.

In front of the Capitol House the ceremony of the reception 100K place
in the most imposing style. The reception sneeche“ was made by Hon. H.

P. H. Bromwell, and is conceded to have been a very appropriate and neat
speech. It was well received by the crowd, and elicited excessive cheer
ing. Lincoln responded in a few remarks, well timed and to the point,
which inflamed the andience with the greatest amount of enthusiasm.

After dinner the crowd moved to the grounf of the Agriculftural soci-
ety to witness the great attraction of the day--the intellectual contest
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" long to he reyembered by both spoakers and audience;--the former becaue

it was the turning point which was to decide important points in the
campaign, and to the latter because they were ito witness a great intel-
lectual saxiaskx encounter. Ir, Lincoln was introduced to the audience
by Dr. Chamberlain, and received intense applause. After a few remarks
by way of introdugtion, he proceeded ito answer a question propounded by
a citizen present, ac to his position in favor of or opposed to extend-
ing o negroes the right of citizenship. HMr. Lincoln said he did not
believe the constiButuin of the United States gave them the rights of
citizenship, which settiled the matter so far as the country at large is
econcerned; furtlher, he had ever been opposed and was still opposed to =
admitting them to thaese righisc in Illinois.

He then proceeded to say that at Jacksonville Mr. Douglas had thrown
upon him the responsibility of lir. Trmmbull's charge concerning the ale-
teration in the Toombs bill., Mr. L. said he had intended to leave that
matter between those gentlemern; but inasmuch as Mr. Douglas had given
fair notice that he should hold lr. L. responsible for it, he would bold
1y meet the *esponsibility and prove theicharge. He then proceeded to
the task. The record, plain as Holy Writ, was produced--the bill intre- .
duced by Senator Toombs,anc as *efe”roﬂ +o Mr. Douglas' commit*ee,and
the bill as perfected by that committee,--proving that lMr. Do glas was ’
e lewding conspiraior Lo Cuslave dausas....ilic record 4
duced and amended, were held up before the audience, and the proof was
all so plain that no man could deny, and the audience, covering many
squarc roods, attested Bo the complete proof by the most heartiy applause
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During the time of this hour's speech, hlch was almost entirely de-
voted to this branch of the subject, hitherto untouched by lir. Lincoln,
Douglas trembled. Like Felix, before oalnt Pavl when his sin and cors
ruptions were exposed, he coula not maintain hlmoel_. It was evidently
too muck for his forBitude and temper, the latter of which got his sen-
atorial dignity under foot and abused it most shamefullg. In the course
of his speech, llr. Douglas insimiated the oft exploded charge that Lin-
coln voted against supplies to the soldiers in Mexico. This lMr. Lincoln
rebutted in an entirely original, but, it nmst be conceded, very effect-
ive manner. Refering to the subject he explained 1n a concise manner

- his position upon the war question as being the same as that of the Whig
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radty of that day. To prove shis statements Jrum, he turned to Hon. 0.
B. Picklin, who was sitting upon the stand, and seizing him by the cols
lar, dragged him by main force before the audience, saying, "Now, lr,
Fieklin you sat by my side the whole of the time I was in Congress, and
know very well every speech and vote given by me. HNow, sir, I want you -
to tell to this audience the whole truth of the matter." Mr. Ficklin
was an unwilling witness, but was in a tight placeand could do no better
than go forward and do as he was bidden. He said he was a friend to
both contending gentlemen and esteemed them both., He further said that
Hr. Lincoln gave no material vote dlffbrent from his own on the war
question, except to declare it unconst itutional. The effect of thés

performance, -as. will be readily be seen by the reader, was elccirical

upon the sudiehce. Douglas made th6 6harce, and instead of gotting ¢

of temper and giving the lie, Lincadln seized Douglas' right hand man,
made him a witness, and at once nailed the libelous charge to the coun-
ter. The effect was most powerful; cheer afier cheer rent ihe air, tes-
tifying the complete tritmph of Llucoln over the calumny. "Fick" was not
a 1itt1e discomfitted, but could do no.better than meet the issue with
fortitude. He had been the unwilling instrumcn in the hands of Lincoln
of robbing the Douglasites of their chief weapon.

After this llr, Lingeln continued a few moments touching upon some mi-
nor points, and closed amid deafening applause The tenpestuous enthusi
asm continued many momentis. Iir. Lincoln was gree ed by mehy, upon his
descent from the stand, who had been wavering, but had now determined
to yield him their support. The effe c+ unon all parties has been of the

ﬁost satisfactorp character. The prejudice awakened against our part
bythe cry of "abolit;on," has been wiped out : e
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. It 1s now admitted that both the republican candidate for the senate,
T. 8. Harshall and for the house, W. V. Craddock, in this distriet,will
be elected. Seot them both down for good majorities., The Douglasites &
have once backed down in the race by drawing off their candidate for
representative, and putting wp another man. Consternation and indecis-
ion dcharacterizes every movement. An apprehension of defeat has evident
ly sunk deeply into their minds.

In the evening speeches were made in the court-housc Yard by R. J.
Oglesby, cadidate for congress, and by H. P. H. Bromwell. In the court
house Linder,(for God's sake Linder,help me,) and others spokes 0 mea-
gre audiences. _ '

Coleés, Edgar, Clark, Cumberland Moultrie and Champalgn were largely
represented in the audiences. Yours,

3

Rasco.
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