September 21,1938

My desr Miss Pitmen:

, ¥hen you snd Miss Agnes presented the Lincoln materisl to the
Reis Library it wes my belief thet the ststement made by your lete Fsther
about the trial wes en unpublished document end ae such the Library Com-
mittee hes reserved the use of it until such time &3 Miss Tarbell or one
of our college historisns could meke suiteble use of it in en article.
( You will recall thet Mies ‘srbell ie giving her collection to the college.)

4 gentleman inyestigator:,”r. Devid Rankin Barbee,of Washingtonm,
D.C. made & request to examine this Mss. end the bookyour father's personel
¢ opy,of the report of the ®TRIAL®. Due to 2 ruling of the Library Com-
mittee when the gift was received,the Mss. snd sketches by Lew Wellace were
reserved, Mr. Barbee writes thet he believes the "Opinion" wes printed in -
the '70's in & Phonographic magazine published et Cincinnati. HBe believes it wes
also in the New York Herald in 1873, If this Mss. has b.en published then :
of course it can be freely used. If not,cur reservation will,I feel sure,
be maintained by the Library Committee., Can you or Miss Agnes enlighten me
on this. Per'eps an inquiry st the Univers!ty Library,or City Library by
phone,will solve the question guickly. I em sorry to make vou this frouble
but we wish to clear it up for the request of this man and for our own rulingsen

If you can get this information to me at an early date,I shall
greatly sppreciate it. With meny thenks for your trouble et this busy time
of year for you, I em,

Very sincerely yours,

Edith Rowley



