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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

CHAPTER XLVI
“Phe !u)h'l Choice"

lﬂswm:umh- when aumwmml

message to Gow made the mum -m-mm

Homestead Act, passed in 1862. In spite of the war §
had been eagerly .m.n&mn settlers and 1
of land taken up under the Act in i%s First year, se Mr
told Congress in his uu@. This increasing sef
better communications, and the work en the Pacific ral Fond
begun. But Ir' Lincoln was not content with this. m
of the Vestern rivers had been a subject dear %o hin from
wm, mdmmunammmmtwn -
comnunications between the l&ntutm river nll W:
seaboard. mmumnnmm ,
from the date of this message. the people are -w.l
water thim between the Mirsissippi river and |
seaboardl | :

Then, m. 50 anﬁmbm )



to consider whether it was not pessible to nt?u-h l m for
encouraging immigration. Tens of thousands of persons m
the foreign consulates and ﬂn&u“dmﬁ ummm a
1ittle assistances It was wrth Congress' thinking m ” m
beginning to dresm of quicker communic _atien ‘between m ﬂ .,j,"
and in this message which gives one so lively a sense of NM“
advancement of the North, in spite wm-wnmv-m '
and property that it was carrying on, the President resommends the
faverable consideration of an international m m the
Atlantic ocean. He was ﬂght. the nation was W a Mtv
But there ware other amazing utu'ul Mm M
the bdeginning of thomtholuthhdbmcmhm
almost entirely on foreign countries for arms and ma m Il!
she was practically lndnonmt, not only wmwm m lln
needed but drawing the raw materials frem har own fields mmm
There were other consoling features. To mm ﬁé N
continued, illeconcealed hostility of Bngland and . B
and powerful nation suddenly gave a most w M
In the fall of 1863 the Russian govurnment susi Fleet:
AVantte and Fuaifis seabeands-for the visters Paes
tmton got its greatest satisfaotion from Mn m
this friendly expression caused ingland and M

‘_mmwtm.mmmnddm

mum. vashington official se
thudm. M"le muumcu.



at that moment be given with better heart because of mm
that Orant was giving them. ' Ul e |
Mthncm mwumrm nm
seen how, in the fall of 1862, the axnum m an m nport
Middle Btates went against Linceln, Ohio giving him an
of 7,000; but now in that State, the governor m “
tration had received a majority of mesrly 62,000 vetes: And om
the interesting things was that the soldiers, so m “
a year before, gave hir over 39,000 votes in contrast Q,. “m

Vallandingham, now back in the ceuntry and more active M ”

'

 againet the President who had made it possible for him u wrne

Other States which a year before had repudiated the

now supperted it strongly.

pleased Lincoln most. It was genmuine. dens lchlla mw
Ilinots, who vas with the army at Chattancoga in Desssber o
uu.mnmtuwm.»wm
with Iinceln and looking areund for sympathy, that
tcm-wmtmﬂthmmﬁltmu
be M'm-ma {mpair his strength. He was sure $h
Avoops were all for him. And so it turmed owbs -
ALl these signs of & healtly Nerth and & seld
among the people weraof great impertance. A P |
oau,mmmnmmm«m‘ ;
mmmtwmum mmmus
ummmmn»dm.mm,



policy. Bwapping horses in the middle of the ltu- was m
business. But could he be nominated? He knew well W“M
was a strong eppesition to him among MO MQ who felt that h
had not moved rapidly enough in the mstéer of slavery. Thaey mu
not forgive him for insisiing that the énly applicatieon he m m
of emancipation, under the Constitutien, was inside those m m
were in insurrection, that he sould: not teuch slavery except 0 a ﬂl
weapon. muaromom.wmmummmmm :
from him the treatment that they felt was mtruc,gxuunuu ’ ‘i
any movement to displace him. There were many factions mm ;
country that had not succeeded in winning his help in their M |
undertakings, and they were against him. _ ‘

Before the beginning of the new year, 1864, these disaffected ‘
elements had fixed on a candidate - the Seoretary of the Treaswry, .
Salmon P- chno. k ‘

My, anu. it must be caid, had done his best t‘ lw
or more now to persuade men that he was the best m-m‘ m -
in the country for the presidency. He believed and wmm =
the Chicago convention in 1860 had had the wisden %o men
the course of the war would have been differsnt. ll.' ine
perfectly vhat was in Chase's miads Indddd 4% did net
great ut\nmﬁo for one sittiug in the same Cabinet m -
to know his faum. llnhni.u skill in selfecenc
he was far fron realising this fact hinselt. Mr, L

been long n:mm with hin before he read u-
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g}% up 8o & successor. Linooln met enly sensed $his but multitudes of
E; ‘ friends who knew what Chase was doing, Seok padns to ummw
E peated proofs. He put them aside, refused %o unq. to M« ljb
e Chase was a good and able man, if he could mwmc the !W

—Tg— iy that he would maks a better president than Mr* Iinceln did, 1% was
lg‘ for him to do it. 'Ihmnmmhn‘tm.m.'ﬂw_
:\; one of his yrtn,n pecretariss, who, esrly in the m.:. of ll“. :
:(é_ ' had {usisted on calling his attention to the Secretary's W-
L "I an entirely indifferent about his suseesser fallure in these

Q schemes 80 long as he does his duty as the head of the Treasusy

l&L: Department. ' , }

E ' It was rather a oruel fate for Chase that mm e g
L_ | friends should after hie death have published the multitude d W
3 © ters that he was writing at this tine in an effort to persuade

i)

b people that he was the man to succeed Lincoln. It was an m
%f oruel fate that he should have had as a colleague a M‘ m

IQ: ~ practically ever night, after the fanmily was in bed, set Mﬂ&h _
. Painstaking franimess tus palitical manipulstions that were geing

on in and around the Administration, and his hnmlm of : '

mtmhtora. This was Gideon "oun, Secretary of the Wy .
dry, self.eatisfied, sstute man, with a bottemless sontem mr
opportunists, radicals, caumpromisers, intriguers. !0 -
in an astonishingly fmpersonal fashisn what men said
what he thought of them. He Mas many cemments um'*
the efforts to sound him abeus Chase for MM’
hm of Charles Bumner's coming to him ut




thought about the nomines. "Sumner's present m.' uu.u aays,
"after wigue and indefinite dreamings for himself, are for M'

Other men came to “elles complaining of the WQ
want of energy, decision, promptness. They wanted om else.
But they got 1ittle consolation from Welles: His diary registers
many cemplaints of the President, but for his part he was mum_ |
and believed that this was the general public opinion. As fn M.
his many caustic comments show what he thought of him. “He 4s
dut;m. of wit"® « "His jokes are always clumsy® « 'IQ wants the
eourage® .nd candor to admit his errvors.” » k

The gossip went on all winter. There was not a M'
even in the White House fteself, in which en the aside mmm
of u-ustlnc Chase was not discussed. In Fobruary of l.lﬂ m of
Chase's friends, Senator Pomercy of Kansas, ruined the W’l
chances by uuh. a circular under the heading "Strictly m'
in which he declared that Chase had more of the mm,- m
in a president during the next four years than were .mm h any
other available candidate.

But the circular did not confine itself %o “lm.
~ Chase's merits, it made a violent attack on Lincoln, 4
‘the cause of human liberty and the dignity of the nstien &
{n his hands. It was a bad move. "It will dmmage Ghase mes
 Linceln," wrote Velles in his diary, and that is M happ
Chase seems o have sensed semething of the imprepri
connection vith a conmittee which would tuu@ a ed
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ot nature and wrote a frank letter at once to ¥r. Lincoln announge
O : . . :
o ing his candidscy: *I have thought this explanation due to you
ot ;

as well as t0 myself. If there is anything in my roum ma.
-
3 in your judgment, will prejudice the public imterest in w charge,
& I beg of you to say so. I do not wish to administerthe Treasury’
E Departuent vne day witl}aut your e¢ntire confidence." '
:g ; It was aweek before Lr. Lincein replied, and when the
L_‘ i !
}“: reply came there was a note of indifference to what had been
2 done which must have beean rather galling 1o the self-conseious,
lg self occupied Secretary. £
:é "Ny knovlom of ¥r. Pomeroy's letter having
= : been made publie®, NMr. Lincoln wrote, “came to me o :
o the day you wrote, but I had, in spite of myself, know '
0 of its existonce several days before. I have not yet
& vead it, and I think I shall not. 1 was not shocked or
o surprised by the appearance of the letter, because I had
o had knowledge of ur. Pomeroy's committee, snd of secret
N _ issues which I supposed came from it, and of secret agen ;
g who I supposed were sent out by it, for - weaks o
s . have known justas little of thess things as my frien
o  have allowed me te know. They bring the documenis
o but I do not read them; they tell me what they %
[ T 40 tell me, but I do not inquire for more. I M
e with you that neither of us can be Justly held =
G | for what our respective friends may do without o

stigation or countenance; and 1 assure you, &8 )
assured me. that no asssult has been made m
instigation or with my countenance. Whether
rewain at the W of the Treasury Depapfment
whieh I will not allow myself to gonsider f
point other than my judgment of ihe public e
in that view, I 4o not perceive occeasiox




The letter was not one to flatter the Seeretary's vanity,
and his grudge against Lincoln was too deep to be changed by the
President's magnanimity. And then, tee, everything seemed to cone
spire to annoy and anger him. m.mmmm‘m
Blair, Postmaster General, his collsague in the Cabinet, and Frank
Blair in Congress. They were among Mr. Linceln's warmest supe
porters and his bitterest enemies. 1In April Mr. Lincoln had the flle
luck to appeint Frank Blair a majoregeneral at the mﬁ that |
gentleman saw fit to make a vtolc;xt attaock in courm on Chases
Of course Lincoln knew nothing of Blair's intentiens. *There's
another beshive knocked over,® he said ruthfully when he was told
of the spesch. Chase was furious and would have been glad no doubt
to have been able to accuse Linaoln of & caloulated mum blow
but soon found that the President was as ignorant as he of Blair's

intention. He soon found, too, that even if he had a case m&aﬂ
Lincoln in the matter it would have dene his candidacy ne M

for in Aprtl his own State, Ohio, on which he had counted $e name
him as its omdtdno at the Republican convention whichwes %o come
off in June, declared against him and for Linceln by a large -dmw-
As a matter of fact, the most determined of u Lincoln's epponents
saw by this time that it was quite useless to il'y to m m
body else. The people would have nobody else. There m m m
a clearer popular expression of choice for the presidency i :
country than that for Lincoln in 1864. It has always se

have been based on the fact that people understood M he
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5 He had done the wisest thing possible for a lesder under owr

Lé; ' cy-t-. that is, he had frankly and consistently m M h'
:L: was doing. They knew his purpose, his whole purposej M M
= the methods he had adopted to realise that purposss He had cone

| vinced them that he was right and wise, and that done W m m

:g’ be shaken. |
'; But there had been other candidates besides M to b
g‘ _ aispute the position with him. There was one other that unm

é: lent himself to the call might very well have turned great "m .
Eﬁ : from Lincoln, and that was General Grant. His susesns “ : | : ‘:_ “
é at Chattanooga had made him for the moment the idol of the m, o
\:: . And, as always, there were politicians that wanted to “

@ ”Wlu‘ttr in spite of the obvious need that there was ut m; »

E the field. Senator Lyman Trumbull, now thoro W et “ i L
?:i ing Lincoln, had asked General Palmer of Illinois, m m ,“h o

the army at Ghattancoga, to feel out the situation. Palmer was an
honest man and he came back with a frank letter: o

"I saw Grant yesterday, and had a converss
with him. . . He doesn't desire to be a candidate for
sidency, prefers his present theatre of service to a
nor will the officers of the army willingly give him
I don't think he will be anybody's candidate for the
this time, but after the war his stock will be at a
mythzng he wants. Er® Lincoln is popular with the

r.:‘:: the soldiers can vote, beat urtlung m‘
can s "

bttt

Iincoln did not know of this letter. !t -
kind that Trumbull at the moment would have m




really anxious lest Crant might have the m‘ni«nﬂd m
bonnet « so anxtou- that he summoned a Chicage :ruu If "
J. Russell Jones, the only man of whom he could get hold i
really sumered and wintered with him, It mmt M
Jones was starting for Washington, he mund a Mﬁ! ’
General in which he had said in regard to the ulrlw '

newspaper talk of his candidacy, that he felt he had as m a ﬂ :
on hand as any man needed, that his only ambition was ta?

the rebellion and that even if he had a desire t. be
could not possibly entertain the thought of becoming a
or mcoepting a nomination were one tendered him -ozmm
was & possibility of keeping Mr,k Lincoln in the m‘n L
lr Jones put this letter before Lincoln. *t was ev:
relief to him.

"My son," he said, "you will neverknow how ti
that is to me. No man knows when that presidential grub
gnawing at him just how deep it will go until he has tri
and I didn't know 'buf. what there was one gnawing st

At this time Lincoln had never met m; i
happen until Pebruary of 1864, when the General m’

mumon to be made commander-inechief of -u. m
United States, and to decide, as he 414 then, that
was at the head of the Army w the rotm.}




was a man whom ambition could never turn from a task 'Mﬂt MM
undertaken, and believed he had nothing to tm from hil Il 0 l‘tl'll
candidate.

And yet the rivals were not out of the way w 'Ihl ‘
third ene that made a ripple before the convention was uﬁ m cl
whose success he had any fear. A considerable group cl' rm

"vho would not acoopt the powhr vordut which it m .wm m
be recorded at the coming oonnntton, decided to have a om :
of their own, and accordingly a convention was called = a nﬂlm\ |
of pratntora was what it really amounted to « in Olnm in !w' 77 o
and here Frémont was nominated. '

The convention had been widely advertised. !Wlﬂl
of people would be present, 1t was urged. There were mm M

hundred there, and when this number was reported to I-Mla hil M .
up the Bible thatlay on his desk and turning to Samuel tﬂt

"And everyone that was in distress, and eve
was in debt, and everyone that was discontented, gathered
selves unto him; and he became a u)td.n over %& ‘and the:
was with him about four hundred men."

 The real motive of the Cleveland conmtun m '

" Lincoln, E. L. Godkin put it in one of his rcmtn mtm i
,mn.nybcdyeuu' o

"The radicals" he wrote, "who named Frém
convention hate him (Lincoln) with a stern and hely
it is the hatred which ardent and passionate peopl:
for a man who sees the two sides of a question ar
choosing. He does not march rapidly enough for
a patience and fine sympathy with those who
is utterly incomprehensible to such logical
ommrmnmnunum pon




~which was flowing so strong for him. But tha leaders dt m'

. V'-tm mu

Godkin did not think at this writing that L ,,
much to fear from FPrémont's competition, nor did I-tmh m m
He had taken the General's measure long before m-; m | .
intimacy of the White House M said to John Hay, who
that Frémont would be a dangerous man if he had mmv
"Yes, he is like Jim Jett's brother. Jim used to say that his
brother was the de--st scoundrel that ever lived, but in m‘
infinite mercy of Providence he was d.u the deeeest f“&. .

There were efforts to put off the conventien w peopl
who hoped that if there was a little more delay “."
unfortunate episode which would twrn from Ir H.ncd.u m‘;

ment were too wise for that. The Union Rmbucm m“
called in Baltimore on the 7th of June. There were ¢ tain
ordinary features about it - features showing how ﬂltm

in the four years since the dhto.ge convention. Hnt,if : .
and most important, was that the chairman that called m et
to order,in the brief speech that e made, presented ; :
amendment abolishing slavery throughout the mld_
lowing that revolutionary suggestion, one of mmu
Dr, Robert J. Breckenridge spoke, and the bulk of his i
was that the nation must net be destroyed and M th
which had 1ifted a sword to destroy 1it, "nmt
mmn- and mtmuh' - a long ways m
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But there was another extraordinary feature, mnn e
call included al) of the Southern States, and delegates from mno.

Arkansas and Lousiana were recognised and admitted on the same ,f”fm,

a® all other delegates,
Vhen it came to the nomination tor the Pruumy. m ull.y

struggle was over who should have the honor of naming A
Nobody else was put in nomination, not even poor Mr, muu. :.mm
received 497 votes at the first ballot, Nissouri alome unmah . it
cast 22 votes for Ceneral Orant for whom it had been 1utmwtd.

Another significant action of the convention was tn ttn
selection of a vice-president, ¥r, Hamlin of Maine had MQ an
honorable record in that obscire position, He was .rdmtly '*mi-
slavery, but he had never obstructed Mr, Lincoln's poum- M m
to the institution. He would have been renominated no “M M but
it was felt thlt for policy's sake the vice-president lhuM l"mwt .'
the Bouth and so Andrew Johnson of Tennessee was put in mtuuu.
much to Mr, Lincoln's satisfaction,

He was to have his chance ngun. and when th. MM“ M '
showed Mu satisfaction and also his level hndoduou. xt m ihqn

delegations came to Washington to notify him of his r

he n.do h:ll famous rmrkz "I don't allow myself to lumu Mt_ﬁm

the convontien or the League have concluded to decide ﬂ;, .

the uutnt or best man in Amerios, but rather they hm
thlt it is not best to swap horses whno crossing the k
M tmlud-a that I am not so poor a horse nm t

- W Ot it tu:lac to l'l’.



 had not realized it, Lincoln saw the slaughter with “J;*

of .th‘t‘»!”lﬁl.‘dnt and the Secretary Junkct_&ng mml

He did not forget at this time to emphasize the faot that

the great business was finishing the war, "What we nnt‘, he told a
visiting delegation, "still more thna Baltimore conventions M
presidential dootton- is success undor General Orant, x mﬂn ﬂul"'. .

you constantly bear in mind that the support that you owe tﬂ tho WO -

officers and soldiers in the field is of the very fi!’l‘

that we should therefore bend all our energies to that ”tut.
There was Teason onough at the monont ~ more m-ou- M

his hearers knew, that he should call attention to the nmnur ot

pushing ahead the war, He did not nuggut it to them that an us
he did in a speech at the Sanitary Fair in Philadelphia a M hm

1
i
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that it might be necessary for him soon to make another drtﬂ.

Renominated, Lincoln was facing another cruu - thc cruu

of a country diuppointod in thinking that its great Gouonl. to m ‘

they had turned over the task of finishing the war, could ut do “
quickly, by some legerdemain, Already the admini motioa lm M o

that had already occurred had been horpible in ' their mu, i

they prabably were in for months of terrible fighting. ‘lht

ton was sick and chilled by the orowding of thounad- of 4.‘4 iﬂ
dying uts 1%e hospitals, pouring back from Grant's bﬂ "

was gotng on at the very time of the oouvtnuon llw N';'

not -ny in Washington, He must ntu!y himself by ¢

talking "“h him, about what this meant, So, two week

oounn“ou « much to poor Seoretary Welles' dimg



1ght 1t out on that line ar

o

~ ination and his reelection in November that




