Lincoln Got Him the FAFIOREI. ..

{ Col, Cunuingham of GlenS Fall=. N Y.,
n a Lincoln day talk pefore the hiph
;school of that place, reiateq JMOuk other

personal riminiscences of the Wit pre 4-
!dem e following fncident: 18 the spring
0f 1563 1 was on duty at the Old Caplial
,’prisun. Washlngton., One duy & qultd
_young soldier of the guard of New Jersey
rtroops came to me with a telegram In-
forming him of his father's fatal {liness
‘Band urging him to hasten home. The
fvoung soldler was much distressed, and
Jeald he must have a furlough so he cou:d
i~ 1leave for home that day. I suld I would
,100 what I could, but that at best it would

'tak. from two to four days for his app:il-
‘catlon to go the rounds of the several
‘=" headguarters, and that even then success
was not certain.

« I must see my father before he dles,*
he sald, and then, as {f grasping at 2
‘© straw of hope, he continued: ‘I'll go to
i president Lincoln—that's what T'll do,
!’;’ 1t I can only see him I know I can get
r i away today, Just give me a note saying
as good things as you can of me—that
you believe me honest and all right—
something of that sort, and please hurry.*

“1 did not discourage him by speaking
of the difficulties I was sure he would
encounter in trying to see the president,
but gave him the note and wished him
success. Arriving at the White house he
was decldedly told that he could not se®
the president, but while he was earnest'y
pleading his urgency, Mr, Lincoln chanced
to muke hig appearance, and, noticing the
soldier, inquir.d what he wanted,

**Oh, Mr, Lincoin' sald the boy. ‘1 was
told 1 couldn’t see you, but 1 do see you,
1 want a furlough. My father is dying,
Mr. Lincoln, 1 want just a few days—only
a few days—so I may see him once mora.
Please read these.,' handing the president
the trlegram and note,
~  “The president reud them, and kindly
2 placing his hand on the boy's shoulder,
% sald: 'Of course you wunt a furlough, I
ajam going to the wur d-pariment, so coma
Z with me and I will arrange it
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E- »On the way the president asked his
. Age, about his father, mother famlly and

‘other kindly questions. Mr. Lincoin pros
cured at once u war department furlough

Z for ten days. delfvered ft to the yourg

man in person, and with a warm goodby
harndshiake, rald: My Loy, I hope you w:ll
find your father botter, und that he may
live to see you safely home aguin, aftor
the war s over.’

“The New Jersey soldier boy was back
from the White house in less than two
hours, and with tears of gratitude told
me the simple story of hils Interview with
his great hearted commander-in-chlef.” —
New York Tribune,



