THE NATIONAL ARTS CLUB
15 GRAMERCY PARK
New York
N. Y.

April 2,'31I.
Miss Ida M. Tarbell, -
I20 Bast I9th St.,
Bew York City.
Dear liiss Tarbell,
Bnelosed find reports from ten manu-
scripts which have been submitted in the
Soul of America contest. I am sorry that
I am compelled to give these books such
adverse eriticism,but by the wildest
stretech of the imagination,I cannot say
anything more for them. Perhaps,as we
proceed,we shall have better luck.
Sincerely,

< ,_,}“ on~A__ &-“iﬁ, %Q | A& =

Jane Scales



THE NATIONAL ARTS CLUB
15 Gramercy Parx
New York
N. Y.

Neoe BI Life to the il

An eesay which 1s & series of diograpkies of ousetanding
Ameri¢ans,sush as Thomas Jeffersch Buffale Bill Rossevalt,
Bryan,Jolm Fanamaker J.{ Gonu.nrl.ut-.ut- the writer sums
I? 011 that the Soul ef ameries is the sest for

$2< %0 the hilS. This essay is & desidedly mediocere dit of
mn-‘..u I fesl certain that 1t would not interest the
CommitSee-

Ne. 88  COARS % GOLD

A vgtul adventure-nevel ,nelo-dramatie,thougd fairly well
told. 1% is a story of the California sou rush of 1849 The
suthor holds the view that the story of s single Ameriomn oity
reveals the true soul of Americs, he ehoones Can Prancisco
a8 the means $0 this end. In my opinion,this ehoice is poorly
made,for the days of ‘49 were oo dtstinetive in their basie
slements to be indicative of genersl Ameriesn charasteristios.
The book, however,is mtwhtngu---ao story opens with an
" osh Ardem” background. Philip htoutto'uv been wounded
tn Mexice,remains away from his "home tom” ef Charlestom,8.0.
80 long that everyene thinks he is desd. inns P;g: the zirl he
loves,waits no longer,bus marries another man. iip returns,
and on finding this ous,joins a group of “fertysnino-ors.”
¥1th the party,is a man named Streicher,a lesder of o seiret
Brotherhood. He and Philip become friemds. At Panema.a Spanish
singer,Charsian who 4s slse s woman of great besuty,joins the

."After s tnrilling sea-trip,the boat sails tarough the
olden Gate. San Prancisco is rumning wild. fhe usual “adventure
types® enter inte the story hereg~--8 man naled Chnrley,vhose

-sister,Little lian,is the blamd, pure type 80 wors Pd by
the "strikers,”"--o man named Ozpo.iuth to be one of the
duilders of Grester San Prenciase,ect. est. Gryme decones
mgaged to Li¥Ale Nan. The plot is intricate and lomg. Btreicher
elopes with Grym's Little lan,and 19 killed later by the
wronged sweetheart in o street duel. Then Gryme merries Charmisn
out of pity for her lot. All through this,rmms the histery eof
the growing cify.a long series of exoiting episedes whieh mark
the gnt writing in the book. It ends by many deaths,viol et
and otherwise,and with the happy marriage of W of
lan and 8treicher and the grand-danghfer of and Gryme.
In time,Philip,tos finds happiness,for he merries the widowed

Anna Page-
He. 24 AMERICA A8 IT IS

An essay written AN hi m;.wx.;-uuamnnug
ashievenents of varions Americans,--Lindbergi0arrie Chapman Catt,
an unknown Texas passmRAger-train conduotor,est. ¥ith Demecrasy
as the ideal 0f ameriss,the writer praises Amerioa in general
and lauds the spirit of Ameriean youth. The work reveals only
* gurfas o-thought,” and mush mis-informetion. I% could de of ne

possidble interest to the committee.
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Ho. 28 WAT"RS OF LIP3

A novel which 1s an extremely poor and overiy-sent
:«onnt of the search fer the "hgon of Ltro."'Stm::.to“‘:q

here are a few isclated pas o8 in the book whioh are well *
writta,but the novel as a whole,is mawkish and uninteresting.
frof- luut:hiro is & "materialist.” Eis son,Dale,is an

1dealint." As they ntand st the tap of the Great Divide,the
guide tells them that 1f water oould de brought dowa the «eotern
side of the slope,the desert would turn inte a verdant gardem.
The father b}in- to dream of harnessing actnal water to
uom&tn this great thing,but to the som,it meams “spiritual
water, .mt-u-cur that may be. The father dies,leav the
son %0 "carry on.” Dale searches throngh many years and in many
lands fer she Searet,and it ends not enly in his ocarrying out
the practioal drean of his father,but the ideal dreanm of his own
vision. Lis love for fiuth,a semi-servant in his mother's house,
1i» totelly without interest.

Bo.29 HAPIYe30- LUGKY

" An !.nc ressibly poor novel , deseribing the experisnces of one
Happy his ocompanion,”"Goody-" Huppy tires of riches and
his deaf and dumb wife. He runs away,end after various happenings
such as air-rlene asscidents and shoSs through the 1 he
returns to home and wife. Cf no possible intersst to the

Corusi ttee.

Ro. 30 AN AMIRICAN

70 all appearandes,an authentic biograpbz of (harlee Drake.
AS the outset,the book,whioh is largely en historical biography,
looks promising,though one does grow a 1ittle tired of the long
genealogy of the o family. But as the work advanoes,the
writing grows more and more immature in stylp,and the dramatic
intereat deteriorates into unimportant reminiso ences which

might be of interest to memboers of the Drake family,but not $o

the gmoul run of readers. It 18 too bad, for the writer has
possibilities within his grasp. ---Charles Drake,who moves in
woodan fashion through the pag o8 ,graduates $rom a medical
College: He marries,begets ohildern,one of whon ie afflicted.

His rirst wife dies,and he re-morries s nelghbor girl. 8he, too,
bears him sons and dsughters. In time,some of the childermn die,
one 18 killed in an accident, est: Drake's writings are disoussed,
one ohapter being devoted to a work of hie called "Theodiey,"”

4n which he lays forth his views of the ‘fhniul and meta-physical.
Though the first part of this book is well told,I do not

believe it worthy of the time and consideration of the Committee.

o. § 81 THS SOUL GP A4ERICA,the story of Patrisk Hemry,sn.
Irish-Anerican boy-

A novel which bears all the sar-marks of immature writing.
It 18 the story of a boy  Patriok Henry Kelly,who forges his way
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t wvort, m‘ut{ to be wo nded in She “orld War. thesmbdurg,
his with Pasrieia,the girl he loves.4s killed in Datthe.
Patriok Hemry,thinking Patrieia still in love with Shoradurg,
will not ask her to merry him. A Jewish sirl,named Nasmi, comes
so the resoune and sets ¢ struight. She reaps & rich
revard, fer on realising her worth,Dale Lansem,Patrick Henry's
bast £riand,ceks her $o marry him. 0f no particular litesary
vaine,l !ui certain thas this mamanseript could not posaidly
interest the Comaittee.

Bo. 32 PHE GREAT2SY OF THEIE

A mest uninteresting hackneyed account of the #orld War as
sem through the eyes of & young girl,lefs at home, K whose
swestheart goes across to perfors heroioc deeds. At home,
Millie,the girl,sees patriotism displayed on all sides. The
sweetheart returns,they marry,and théeir childrem are alse

uite patriotic. At & sohool ‘nmt.no 8tar- o4 Banner
s folloved by an addrees in whieh the speaker of the evemi
says that --"now abideth faith, hope and leve,and the greates
of these is love." This work is mediecre in every respect.

[ensta

Ne. 33 THE S0CUL OF AMEBRICA

A wild,irretionsl article,dealing in n vague way with the
"Soul of Ameriea." Totally devoid of literary mearit. Qyﬁou of
ite ed is an inserted poem entitied " 3¢ tu,Brute, wi
apolegies to Kipling.”

Ne. 34 CARRY Q&

A haclnayed story told in a hackneyed way. Literary style
quite poor. lJon,engaged to duth,soes to War. Ruth's brother
also goesgand is in the trenches with Don's best friemd, B

eree. Huth tessches school to while away the time. At last,
she, t00 ,g008 across as an entertainer. One wild night,iuth
ulilt- n the hospital. Her brother is bro ht im wounded
and dies in her arms. Dom suffers shell-shocke The dostor
thinks that the aight of {uth may restere bis mind,but the
etrain is too much for the siek boy,and his heart 2ailes him.
After eight years,iuth receives a letter from @M Nyers,and the
implication seams to be one of good import,for the resder
i{nfers from 1t,that Huth and i may marrye
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