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To the Woman's Hational Committeo for Law Enforfement «
Dear Priendj .

If you have recad the artiSle by Majoy Ohestoer
¥ills in Collier's for Septamber 17 you will ize, with ne,
that the most serious question defore us today “M“h’ aimple
quostion of enforgement ciJroM‘hltion but the larger queation of
corruption in both politisal parties which acoounts for fallure

of enforcement of law, This 1s exemplified in the Demoeratic ‘rarty
through Tammany and in the Aepubliocan party not only im eertaln
astate politics dut in the Hational Law Enforcement Deparfment in
the Ireasury in Yashington, Lo e

The situation toushes so closely the Weman's Jaw Enforces
ment Committee primciples, thut I believe we shonld take aetion in
the immediate future om $his question, We shall oomaider the possie
bnuz/ of a publio eampaign, through the country, and we later
have to consider this, At prasent, howover, I t»i frongly the need
of your advice on the question of approach %0 bdoth parties through a
d‘puta.:ton car.fully sel:oted from our imeoutive Committes and National

“hile we oovered the ground in our coavention in Providence
when we adopted tho cnolosed platform, is it not eseential that we
present thie platform officially to the political leaders who assume
to direot the choice of candicates and platforms in doth parties?
3inoce we are bviepartisan, representing both Demoorats and Repudlicans
through our membership, such a deputation would represent the general
attitude of many women oitisens throughout tho sountrye It is anude
ing to seo the utter disregard of these men of the great groups of
intelligent women of principle who have definite ideas but who are
not as yet ropresented in those parties, These men put on thoir omm-
mittees women who agree with them and whom they can oontrol in their
thinking, Women took their share in the war and they are mktaf.a
eplendid fight in educating public opinion for international righte
ecousnens, We are oitizens with power cnough to change this whole
situation 1f we have any patriotism, regard for our ocountry or any
desire to make wrong things right, Cur chanoce will come in the
primaries and elcotions of 1988. e shall have no welght so far as




il

numbers of delegates go, therefore it scems to me imporative that

we teke aotion and present that sotion to the leaders of those
parties before men are definitely chosen to represent us nationally
and in-the state eleotions for Congress, There 18 a groat 0ppoTe
tunity for our siate commlitees to do thelr work later through their
gtate conmittee men, +11 this would be done quietly without pube
lig%ty. We can give the parties an opportunity to 8o wight, i they
wille :

It you approve in general such & plan would you be willing

to serve on such a deputation elther in person or by ai%uiﬁg &
petition? We gonld not, of course, commit the orpanisations affi.
liated with us to any policy whioch they have not already asdopteds The
progedure would be to have these leaders of organizoticns present thelr
owmn sbtatements in sueh a deputation, while the national statement

gould @over all these and gonvinee the leaders that the women have
ee:tain definite ideals and principles in common., The politicians go
with their plane and demand attention. Is it not time that loyal

women who believe in the Constitution, who atand for the 18th Amende
ment, and who are outraged by the present situstion in politics

ﬁhaniﬁ at least present thelr case in a dignified, forseful way and

aok theoe leaders if they intend uiterly to disregard women or

whether they will consider their requirements which are that the
candidates be men of oharacter who stand for the constitution which
they swear to support and defend, that they stop the system of patronage
whioh resulte in o situstion 1like thie in New Iork and whioh is by no
means o onfined to lew York, note Chicago, Philadelphia, San Prancisco
and other genters of iniquity. 3

- Is there pot a definite call to the women of this country
now, for the sake of the country, to do their putriotic duty and do
it in ouch & way that it will compel attention and right sotion by
the politioal leaders? Do not women owo this duty to thelr partiso?

1£ you agree to this and will write me I will take counsel
with some of the leaders and send you the gencral form of statement
for your eugpestions and revision, with a request that you will sign
suoh & stat omont and 1f pousiblc will Join the deputation, In the
‘mountime I am soourins the namoo of both committess, Demoerats and
Republicans, and the place where such a deputution might meet, It ls
important thet this be done in time to prevent sotion whieh 1t would
be diffioult to vesmeind, That is, we should be in at the very bew
ginning with our requests, whlch are not political, not seliish, not
sentimental, not feminine, but wholly in the intercvets of the pres
gervation of the vepublis whose greatest danger at this moment le
not from without but from gorruption within, Unless we women stand
tg%agtgar righteousness we are recponsible for the evile of this
@GLT0a8 L0 :

X I am moeting in conferonce with the Committe: of Ome Thousand
Uptober & and & when we shsll discuss the whole gituation with some

of the leading mon and women of the country and secure oconcerted ace
tion along other linaen, >

Yours oipoero

1y
%wdyw/ﬂw&,«
lirae Hoyry We Poabody
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