_Gonsequences, has the value of foreing afresh a clear definition

-legisla nc.’

! ;,.ﬂuu = capital could, Labor is the original u«uwy rm"“**‘ "
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A IRAGIC MISTAKR

The failure of Mr. John D, Rockefeller, Jr,, to cateh the
point in the Colorado miners' war, tragic as it has been in its '

of that point: "The right of every American citizen to work dnm
terms satisfactory to himself without securing the co nsent of the
union;® th A « To the
Pledgep Kfisers ana the midisens of ‘the
Colorado Mmd Iron Company.

d efence of this cause

Grant the contention. It is a right and one to be defended,
But there is another right equally precious to men, equally recog+
nosed by courts and the American people, and one for which in times
past quite as much eloquence and blood has been spilled, ‘It is the
right of men to act together when they believe it is for their
interests, .

Mr, Rockefeller knows the value xf to men of collectivé .ﬂhﬂ! !
The fortune which gives him his position 4f power in the country i‘ 3
based upon it, His hope of futrure returns ir the Colorado Fuel & Iron |
i® based upon it. Horoon:ltho great corporations in which he i»s 38
activé recognise this to be the right of the men ki with whom they ! '
deal. t,nr the nuviv. manufacturing, transporting, ﬂm";
wog direct with an individual owner, or indirectly
thiough the representatives of a group c¢f owners n-thoy may elect.

Why should this right be refused to labor? Is laber something
80 unimportant in the operation of the Colorado Puel & Iron ﬂl”
that 4t can be ignored? No, as a matter of fact, 1t is 'lht only m

in the company which could not be dispensed with, h. hm

-
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‘57 should be wiped clean and we had to start over again, we m

GE’ to have » or indeed could use. | :

e I8 labor ignoble then that a right num to men u ﬂt mr

g A other relations is denied it? No, it takes a brave man h h tﬂm ‘
o a brave, a patient man. lMoreover, from tho rankes of thm* m
. daily those who are to direct aml own mines inthe future. The presidemt
T of the best managed minesin the United States, those of the Frisk Coke
\; & Coal Company, once swung a pick at $1.756 4 day. No, it is ntm «
= labor is insignificant or ignoble that Mr. Rockefeller declines to

g"' recognise those in the ranks who prefer to deal with him in m

hb

‘(“{ - He gives reasons - one is that 90 per cent ofthe m are o
& not in the union, But is that a sound reason? Possibly there m 1
& corporations in which Mr, Rockefeller is interested, of which he uu- ' J
§ a8 little as ten per cent of the stocks., Is that a reason why he

1:3 should not have a hearing through a representative if he !M;' 1' "u'-',‘

g cent of 50,000 men is 5,000, Is their preference to be denied because

= theyare only 5,000 ' |

k::;",, Mr. Rockefeller says the Colorado Fuel & Iron Company unwﬂ

1 "only"one-third of the output of coal and iron in cohudo_. But i
el Mr. Rockefeller would be the first to protest that his rights as a ,]
E_ citizen were being interfered with if thebsta@l refused k‘lllt‘ol_k‘ _ |
| (_'1 his representative because he did not control uvpu cent of the state's

. output, '

Hg gives another reasoni= That the demands of the m “ not
come direct to him from the 10 per cent in the employ, m m Q ‘
"outsidépody.” But this “outside body® has the presise ! elation to
the 10 per cent of men in the Colorado Fuel & Ironm Con

.u,.l, Starr Nurphy have to the 40 per cent of Qm
Golorado Puel & Ivon Company, Just as he and kr, Mu
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L elected to represent a certain amount of moneyp this "outside body"
QE: has been elected to represent a certain nuMber of men., There is a
\{Pw difference, however, in the experiences of the two representative
hAE

- bodies. By his own testimony Nr. Rockefeller has never Beem the ine
side of the Colorado mines, never explored their inky depths, swung

\:f a pick, taken his lunch by the light of a miner's lantern, known the

i:: terrors of orumbling vaults, of gas and black damp. The “"outside®

&

e to a man have known it all,

‘\:2 Mr., Rockefeller declares that he will mot recognise a bedy so

(Cl famous for violence as the Western Federation of Miners., He is om

1u: dangerous ground. Place the records of the two side by side and ask

Qj whégh has brought the greater misery and bitterness to men. The i
t}? miners' organization was born of the wrongs they suffered, It has
o been fed on them, Valued by them.

Mr., Rockefeller may not know this but let him read page by
page the history of the concerns which made up the company of which
he controls so formidable a share that hl-lﬂtl as its spokesman, Let
him study the conditions under which the miners have lived for years,
read its death roll, follow the fate of those the dead left IulundL
them = never again will he take refuge in charges of violence against
those he is fighting. |

But he tells us that in recent years the Colorado Fuel & Iron
Company has considered its employees, voluntarily granting an eight
hour day, semi-monthly pay, check weighman, the right to buy at any
m store: an increase in wages, It is true, too, that the company
is doing a fine work., It has torn down the former filthy miners’
villages and is replacing them by neat cottages. It gives them schools,
tunnu( libraries, kindmutou. and superior medical advice, Its
~ Camps haWe but one saloon apiece, and the county issues its camp 1dgex i
\m; after the company has made the most  igid tavestigations m""_ ‘




wde
character of its applicants, Its Mimmequa hdspiétal at Pueblo is counted
one of the finest in the world, , ‘
These are good things, They are the material mun.h‘uog of
a new spirit which is at work in American industry. The core of that
epirit is that men are men = they may be of fiftyeeight tongues and of
any color and nation, as in these mines, but they are men uu am to be
treated as men, But men require something more than things d.n_c for
them, They require that things which concefiyy them be done with thﬂ.
This is whatvMr. Rockefeller fails to see. Or, if he realizes u-:.;
something of what is at issue, the situation is so complicated that he
takes his stand as the advocate of a group which has not asked his
services, |

"Are the laber unions," asks Mr, Rockefeller, "representing a
small minority of the workers of the country, to be sustained in their
disregard of the inalienable right of every American citizen %o work
without interference, whether he be a union or a non-union man?"

Mr. Rockefeller may be sure they are not., They will no more be
sustained in that disregard than the Standard 01l Company was in &ikm its
original contention that it owned the 0il business; than it was sustained
in the efforts to force if it could not wheedle ary man who produced,
oarriod or sold dl mikhkxkdm into its union,

"Surely,® continues }r. Rockefeller, "the vast majority of

American citisens will, without fear or favor, stand for even~handed

Justice nna? the Constitution and equal rights for every citisen,”

They will; they will sustain the labormunions in their right
to grow as large as they can by legitimate means, just as they have
and will sustain Mr, Rockefeller in the same right. They will sustain
the union, too, in their desire to act through representatives just
a8 they sustain Mr. Rockefeller when he gots through uprunuﬁm.
llu_nk. bitter and chaotic as the struggle in the q.um ﬂ.ﬁ
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has become it is for the men in power to find a peaceful and Hm
way out, , : |
‘That is their business + Just as it is the business of Wilsonts
administration to find a peaceful way out of the Mexiecan -m&o.
Failure or sugcess in either case is measured bythe bleood shed or W"-

Fore o £ TR S0, D R

o one man's will or judgment or desire can settle it. No
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system or organization, no amount ofproperty orpower can settle it, It ;
is the affair ef all concerned., There is the & in young Mr. Rocke=
feller's way, Ho has learned the needs and and power of goney.
He has not learmed that in carrying on great enterprises you can mo

more ignore the laws of their minds and their hearts than the laws of
steam and €l ectricity. Human nature suppressed reaches out like the

‘ pent up fires of earth, and it is no more careful of what it destroys.

Mr. Rockefeller is dealing with mem and the difffculty is the |
difﬂlulﬁ of many of ue in all ranks of life, of those of us who write : 1
about them legislate for them, devise schemes to give them justice and |
happiness, Ve don't know enough about them. -

"Look at what we have done for them," he says. But it is mt
that they arﬁ asking. It is part in bringing all that about., It is to
have a share in their own affairs. A man's and house and sehoel is
his affair, and when any poyportion of a luhotiné body has become 8o
intelligent and so interested that it is willing to organise and fight
and starve if necessary for the sake of that right, why that body is
worth recognising, preserving, muvattu. It il the union nt the
£ foree, the part in which you e¢an look for fresh ability, frﬂ lmlﬂQl.

courage, leadership, all of the qualities which men must develop :
an industry if they are to make it stable and self mﬁlﬂm lum
over, it is'a thinking foree and it wfll ut be denied. ._:

This hard lesson Mr, RockeMiler aust learn. If he woul
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months, walk among men as the Christ whom he follows with sush opens
ness, and,1 believe, sincerity, once did, then he would have the
right whioh knowledge, and knoweldge alone, gives to speak for mem.
There's a big chance for him in this nasty iuunm.‘ It is to:
get the point = mmamt @ which 19 the right of men to act g
a violence and a corruption the labor union has rarely equalled, m‘t”
him to his present position, Let him help to exted the right %t all
men and at the same time Bdip by wise counsel to strip it of all the
evils which alone make it dangerous,
He has another great chance : There is going on within mm
industry a tremendous movement fnr. its peaceful redemption, It is a
mo vement founded 3n the recognition of the powers of men and women
vhatever their nation or their e¢reed to respond to opportunities for'
growth, In the name of the common man industry dfter industey is ree
volutionising itself, The very breath of this movement is co=operation,
st cannot live without the active partmership in 4t of ﬂun whom i¢ |

- affeots, Ximxambwxxobuizex Its outward form may be l.m Condit io ng,

hours, wages, safety, homes may be improved, but without the sympatheiSe
understanding of the theory on which it is based, the powers of men to
develope it, it is mothing but a shell, It can never bring to industry
the peance it needs, Indeed it is the mare liable to inerease bitterneds
42 1t is suspected that thess changes are made to silence the deeper things
in men's hearts = those things for which through all the ages they have
1eft homes and friends and faced hardships and death %o preserve,

" If ur, Rockefeller will learn what the changes which wkmx have
already been wrought in donditions around his mines mean « that ﬂnq
are but the shedl of s precious kermal, and if he will, 1ike & man seek te

S preserve and cultivate that kwmal, he will do for his time ome of the
b m services man can do,



