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“‘-~jfgyfd¢ar'M1ss Tarbell:

4 ff as’ our visit together was so delightfully eomrortable andﬁ
i old-fashioned B

- mala.,

‘Decembéﬁ'lq;-lggng; I e

You always seem like one of my oldeat frianda,

It is only but lately that I have known abaut

'this marvelous “compliment™ of the book and I am 80 thunder-?fﬁ

‘struck and overcome with excitement that even yet I do not
quite appreciate or realize how wonderful it is. 4And to 2
think that you are doing the foreword is the greatest com-"r'
pliment of all. :

‘ As each of your guestions has a bearing on ths
other, I shall answer them’ all together: N

At the age of thirteen, having always been ‘
interested in gardening and the beautiful things created .

by man and God (perhaps God should have the first place),,j[}'p
‘my father accepted a special mission to go to Central '

America as Envoy, to straighten out the rows between

;v,.Costa Rica and Nicaragua., At this time they were- talking

of putting the Canal through this district, and having -

z'travelea very little before this time, I was immensely .

interested to see a touch of the 01d World planted in th@
tropics, or high up on the mountain side.  As you know; .

" El Verado built the first capitol of Guatemala sometime '\~ -
-.in the middle of the XVI Century. Hundreds of impoveriahedv'~
‘nobles were given great grants.in the New World, where

riches fell into their laps, and with enormous bounties A

'they imported beautiful things to put into their convents,‘*-“f
monasteries and haciendas, Some of the very finest things

that I have ever collected came from Spain through Guate-.

It was at this time that I came to know Rapheno

Barrios, who was the nephew of an assinated president, and
- “who had merried an American woman. He was an aspirant for
. the ,Pregidency, so, of course, marked for death himself:-
. I-at this time was about fifteen, and full of roman¢
"pffheroism, happened to save him from assination.ﬂ .-Some

Ly
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later 1 gave this story to Richard Harding Invis, and

- his "Soldier of Fortune" was based on this. out-of-thn-

“way bit of history. Of course, he made me older and 8

’_ lover and added a great deal to it. Severaleyears latcr
'»{ Barrios became President and Dictator. At this time I~

was a partner of Willis Polk in San Francisco, where we.
were scraping along like most young architects, when
‘Senora Barrios made a trip to San Francisco and asked :
me if I would accept an enormous commission to build and SETREE
furnish a new palace in Guatemala City. I fell on her _J' e
negk and accepted with great glee., At once I terminatad
my partnership with Polk and started to entertain and :
rejoice, spending everything that I had. The steamer..
that was to bring my retainer's fee ‘brought instead: the
news of young Barrios'! assination, This, of course, -
left me rather without an anchor. s

4 One of my older brothers was the head of

the Alaska Commercial Company and was preparing for - 5
a tri 1n§¥ethe wn Yukon to establish some Trading .
Postss %hé _trader exchanged a sack of flou ,;,baw
for twenty silveriﬁtgped fox skins a tin of tomatoes

#or thirty ermine e were among the very earliest people
to navigate from the head .waters of the Yukon, which have
their birth in the upper lakes only a few miles from. the
Pacific Ocean. Packing on our backs our equipment over'
these precipitous mountains in a frozen country with the-
thermometer trying to break through the bottom of the
glass, to the Head \Waters of the River was a terrible
experience. I acknowledge quite frankly, on looking. baek,
that I must have been a terrible snob and a little bit
spoiled. The greatest endurance test up to this trlp had.
been in dancing, swimming or riding. And sub-consciously
I think I must have had an idea as to “who was who'"
socially and placed them in their stratas. So you see
that the Klondike, then undiscovered, was just the place
for such a mass and I often think how many people I would ...
like to .send into such a land to find out something more - ...l
real in life. : PR

From the lakes we drifted through placid waters,"
shooting through rapids and dropping over water falls, all
on uncharted, unexplored vastness of a river, which even .
yet after thirty-five years, has not been surveyed. It was“
early in June following the ice flow, fighting mosquitoos
that we saw five people on the bank where a small river.
entered the Yukon. This was the first time in four monthl
that we had seen a human being, 30 we instantly put asho'
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?: bing out a frying pan with some sand, had discovered .

. from the District and my brother decided to establish the
. first of the new trading posts. A log cabin, two storiea
+ high, twenty-two feet wide by sixty feet. long,\waa.uw
w . Pipst architeetural triumph in the.northland; and to- givo‘

" ing cost $120,000.00, It was then a hard ‘and austere

6 1-0681 “UONOA[[0D) [12qFRL “IA'ER] FUL '600C Osuli] [Elak

to find that Jack MoQueation and his squaw, whoa sorub,
gold on the littlé river which was known as 'Trondiok'--*
afterwards called Klondike. So we all "fell to" to

‘help him build his cebin, Already the news of gold dign
‘eovery was bringing .in the traders and old proapoctora :

you an idea of the value of money, or "dust", this build-

country where men were nearer beasts than human beings,;if};~<

- and it was here that I went through the mill and formed

any little character that I may have. The next year the ;fﬂ,_ 
great passes and hardships of the trip we had taken the

year before strained out most of the weaklings ‘and sievedffwiaﬁ

in a much better class of people. But still one's '
intimates were gamblers and dance hall girls as the top
strata of the social life, so you can see that my snob-
bishism died without a struggle.

My love of the beautiful was evidently inheritad.

I think mostly through my Mother's side of the family, as:
her Grand Uncle was old Sir Joshua Reynolds, from whom I
inherited several lovely bits of furniture and'a picturo
or two. Then I was sent to school in Spain,Jf “Thou. Shalt
Not Covet" was the command I broke most often and generally
I broke it hardest in the great churches and monasteries. = =
Not always being able to afford the things myself, I,‘ﬂ&‘ﬁrﬁ3*~
little by little, started to collect, selling the things .
that I least coveted, which gave me money enough to held':
onto the dearest p g@g@ssions. It would be a hard thing -
for me to pick out short list of tHe really fine thinga f;;
that I have brought to America, for I have looted cathedralafﬁ_

" churches and palaces and brought a shipload or two of :

everything from stone doorways to fine laces from both . . .
‘Central America and Europe. It was early that I recognized
that the top note of art in each century was the Madonna - 'ﬁ
and the Crucifix, so I began collecting these for myself;#

Of course one is taught in architecture of . the
rise and fall of Grecian art, which wgs absorbed into the
Roman, and its rise and fall, so tha@ibhe transition of.
art has become my greatest enjoyment.,' Most of the modemn
architects have spent their lives carrying out a period to
the last letter and producing a character-less copybook
effect. My ambition hms been to take the reverse stand

.
P
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to.make a building look traditional and as though 1t 1;a,=y
had fought its way from a small unimportant. struature ﬁﬁ*t“wi
to a great rambling house that has centuries of : W
different needs and ups and downs of wealth to accompllsh.nf'
I sometimes start a house with a Romanesque corner,‘w*-V»‘”‘
pretend that it has fallen into disrepair and added to

in the Gothic spirit, when suddently the great wealth -

of the New World had poured in and the owner had added

a very rich Renailssance addition”*\ 2

Poor Boca Raton has gone on the rocks, as you
must know, and it may be some years before I can afford

to do the church for "Mamme Mizner", that I have my heart‘]hg
'set on to do. “lammd Mizner" was quite an extraordinary -
character. In about 1845 the Watson family decided to.

move from Pennsylvania to St. Louils. My Grandfather .
Watson left my Grandmother, three little girls and one =
boy, all under twelve, with some people at the head waterspﬁj
of the Mississippi while he went to St. Louls to arrange .=

for proper housing, etc. there. During his absence the
house was attacked by Indians and my Mother's first

. remembrance was killing Indians from an upper window,

After several weeks, my Grandfather not returning, my

Grandmother bought a row boat and drifted one hundred

and fifty miles, with all the children and luggage, down
to St, Louis, without any man to help them. There they:
found ‘that my Grandfather was in a hospital with typhoid
fever., I am enclosing a letter describing their trip from -
St. Louls to California, which throws a side light on the |
Pioneer Spirit that all the Watsons and Mizners seem to = -

‘have inherited. Mother was considered the great beauty

in the early days of California and from some of her ,
pictures, must have been very lovely. Although she loved
clothes, she knew how to grow old gracefully without
dyes or a paint box, and at 83, when she passed away, she
looked more like something that had stepped out of a -
Louis XVI frame than the bedizen old ladies who called
upon her., She had the greatest love and sympathy for
youth; had no idea of the word "fear"; never knew what . .
the back of ahclr was made for, as she always sat: upright,
and when 1 pinned her down for an opinion on some woman,
her response was "My dear Son, she doesn't even know how
to enter a room"., She had the most acute sense of humor
and the ridiculous and was the most placid soull that I .

have ever known., Out of the ton and a half of lizners s C

that she brought into the world, after a scream.the. first
one by was the one wrapped in 1inen bandages and sOaked R
in Pond's Extract ‘ R




,‘She went through the San Francisoo thqua
" lost millions, and she personally walked ouw
 with nothing but her little handbag. 8it
. lot, she wrote me fifty sheets of & most
. on toilet paper, a full description of th
. careful deta:!.l as most other women would

_about some great reception. As nearly as ¥

' .don't think I:spoke agailn in family conclave for twenty
L Years. Alth,éwgh this did not Kill my 1nven ive geniu.a, 1
'lﬁgpt it under cover for many years. v :

7 . picture, she had great dignity, with premend

E and sweetness, ‘and typified a Grand Dam' Ao

b B8 g, My father, six feet three, very at

Z © ‘much more serious, with more wit than humor,

o 7 of sixteen, he went to the Mexican War, beaame a

© .. “within a year, translated and passed the sword a

‘& surrender of Boena Vista and the City of Mexioo, c
2. to California in 1848 ’ where he practiced J;aw ror mw
Rt T years. _ * e Tt

o CUMSURTR : About myself I know very little, except that: 1
@ " was ‘next to the youngest and had no especial d.‘lstin,suﬁ.she
.=+ . ing'marks., In the family, rathér timid and sensitive

1O o (voth of which I have thoroughly outgrown) , I took mthern
<. a back seat, At an early age, I saw the cook trying to
&, '+ turn a ple around in the cven and announced that I had
5 . ‘Anvented a pie lifter. Of course a scream went up and
=

SR ST R it
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R '*, This is a very long, dull letter, ‘and am .

: 5-only'try1ng to give you a sidelight to use. On all aidea-
.~ .of the family, since the middle of the XVI Century, we
.~ have been pioneers, which I think is the real reason nhy
. ..I started in Florida, which seemed to me to be the last'
*  of the frontiers. G

5

It would take many years to tell you how much &
I appreciate what you are doing for mé and I never:co ].d
- thank you enough for taking up so much of your. time;:
I seriously wish you could spend a few weeks with ‘me here
~this winter, as I know it would do you much good. g

.

Devotedly, '

Mias Ida Tarbell, y
120 ‘East Nineteenth St.,
I New: York City, N. Y. :
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