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Hiss Ida M, Tarbdbell
120 Ract 19th Street
New York City

I have been asked to name the fifty living “.
who in my judgment have done the most for the welfure of the
United States, whether in business, in the arts, professions,
social service or dther callings.

In selecting the list I have used a three-fold
measuring rodi= Ability (1) to initiste or create (2) to
lead or inspire (3) to earry on. This ruling automatically cuts
out women of distinguished .uihj.emnt who have not yet proved
their continuing power.

The nanes are grouped loosely into five classes -
the achievements, frequently overelap, that is, a name like that

of Jane Addams might rightfully appear adso among educators.
' The 1ist followste

Bducatore, Teachers, Scholars

'Dre. ¥. Carey Thomasie

Pioneer in higher education of women. Organized
oryn Yawr (’.'on;go in 1884. Firet wmn trustee of Cornell
Univereity. YFounder of Bryn Mawr Summer School for women in
industry. Ph, D. from University of Zurieh. IL.D. from four
different American institutions. L.l.D. from Goucher College.
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Dean Virginia Gildersleevess

A scholar of note - an orator of power and good
taste. Dean of Sarnard College. Liberal and experimenting,
Opened her doors th¥:o years ago for an anmual Swmer School

tor women workers in industry. MNany international connections

with scholays and learned scoisties.

Mury Woolley:=

For thirty years President of Mt. Holyoke College.
Active in all undérta.nngl for improving opportunities for Nn
aigher education of women. Gives her services to all efforts te
further better international understanding. Has received degrees

from irom. Amherst, Smith and Yale.

Ada Comstoelg~ _
First fulletime President of Radcliffe ceuim. where
by tact and firmness she has steadily won concessions from
Harvard with which Radeliffe is affiliated. As president of
American Association of College women succeeded in uniting
southern and northern associations into one body. MHember of

Prevident Hoover's Commissior on Law Bnforcement.

E._Annle jump Cannong=

Astronomer « associated with Harvard College Cbservatory.
Hus made many important observations - uw new stars -
catalogued 225,000 stellar spectra. lonorary member of Royal
Astronomical Society - special degrecs from University otm
and of Groningen. '



xe Fiorence He vabinge

"loat eminent of living wouman scientists™ « v, m
Flexnerts opinion. Hor studies extending over nearly thirty five
years have gontributed fmrt!.cuh.rlx to the knovledge of the blood
and its disenses., Yirst and only woman elected to the Hational
Academy of sa:im. Imelligent investigator, inspiring

taancher, appreciastor of good music.

Dr. Susan D. Xingebury;e

A stimalating teacher of soclial economy, suggesting
for others and following herself new lines of investigution and
experiment. Valuable contributions on relation of children and

women to industry. Since 1915 hedd of the Carela Woershoffer,
graduste Department at Bryn Mawr College.

Exof. Alice Nauailtonge

After a medical training at the University of Leipsig -
John Hopkins - Chicago and at the Paster Institute, Paris, and
twelve yhars practical work in bacteriology. speciclized in
occupat ionul disecures. Leading authority on industrisl poisons.
For twelve years mémber of the faculty of Earvard m School
in the Department of f{ndustrial medicine. Nember of League of
Bgtiong Hemlt!: Committee,
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Eary Jickeod Detiuness

Born of slavejurents. Younder in 1900 of Bethune =
Cookman Institute for colored boys and girls located at m.
Florida, now enroliing some two hundred and fifty students.
Establiched a home for delinquent negro girls at Ocala, Florida.
Aotive in all forms of social, educational and moral betterment,.
A woman to be proud of.

Marths Berryie

' A ploneer in the education of Mountain Boys and Girls.
S8ingle handed she has built up the lerry Schools near Rome,
Georgia where hundreds now unmuy rmln a training developed
by Mics Berry to suit their needs. In 1928 received the Pictorial
Review's 05“.000.00 Annual Achievement Award. Ph.D. from University
of Georgia.

Anna Ernborg:s

Pioneer in reviving early American Colonial
industries. ¥ounded School of Fireside industries at Berea College,
Kentucky twenty years ago. Revived weaving among mountain women ,
inventing for them a small inexpensive home u-. Bnlwtnvd
and lecturing developed a market for their product throughout the
eountry, )
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Kartha Van B 2 2

Acknowliedged as leadiog authority on Home
Beonomics. Jor twenty years head of the jiome Nconomics Schoal
of Cornell University. MlMember of the Nxecutive staff of the
United States Food Aduinistration in 1918. Included in liet of
country's twelve greatest women, clhiosen in 1923 by Mational

League oI Women ¥Yolerxse,

Jane Addans;-
Aumerica's most revered women. Forty years agoe

ereated Chicago®s Hull House, a center from which a continual
strean of social betterment has flowed into the oity and country.
Is still its aetive head, Founder and President of Women's

" International League for Pesce and Freedom, having branches in

more than twenty different countries. Wise, patient, big hearted.

Carrie Chapman Cattie

The country's leading statéswoman. Recognized
that the granting of sufflage Lo women for which she had labored
for years demanded poiitical education - founded the none
partisan llational Leugue of Voman Voters. Organizer and
director of the M1ol;ul Committeos on the Causes and Cures of

Sove veashing soue 8ix million women.
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Julis Joethropie
A Hull House volunteer of over thirty years standing,

active in all its humanitarian undertakings. Specialist in
child welfare. Firet chlief of Federal Children®s Bureau,

initiating ite policies and selling it to Congress.

grage Abbottis

¥riend of the fmmigrant and the child. For ten years
director of the Immigrant Protective League. Xor ten years
Executive Decretary of Illinois Immigrant Commission. _suu,m.
chief of the Federal Children‘'s Bureau. The League of lations
white slave traffic inveatigation was made at her suggestion

and carried on with her active coecperation.

Lilldan D, ¥eldze

: The systen of district nurses which serves New York
City and is spreading throughout tiis and other oémtriu wug
inaugursted by her at the Henry Street « or lurses Settlement,
which she founded in 1893. The Federal Children's Bureau was her
suggestion. Active on many National and International Committees.

Zlorence Xelleyie
Valiant leader in.movement for improving conditions of

factory workers. First woman factory inspector in United States,

_Author of some *Ethical Gains through Legislation.® Younder and

still president of Consumers®' League ~ an organization whose
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mambers pledge themselves to buy only garments beuring the
league®s label, which guarantees they were made under healthy .

and lanmane conditions,

Judge Florence E. Allan;-

Lawyer and Judge wio opaned her career as a musical
eritic, editor and l.ec‘_mru'. Adaitted to bar of Cleveland, Ohie
ﬁ 1914, llas served as county prosscutor - Judge in Court of
Common Pleas « now in second term fﬁas ol Suprese Court of
State of Ohlo. Leader in movement to outlaw war which culminated

in Kellogg Pacts.

Frances Perkins;e
For eighteen years an 1nd¢nt1mi¢ leader in efforts to
reduce factory fire hasards - to secure adequate Workmen's

compensation - to improve conditions of women in industry. After

eight consecutive yeara of service in the Department of labory

of Yew York stute uade its Head by Governor Roosevelt. A model

public servant,

For nearly forty years lus giv-ca moot of time and
strength to improving conditions in American prisoms and reclaiming
and plascing tl;ou who Lave served terms. Recognized by the
Governor of every state in Union. Represenied Fs¥ York State amd
the United States at last Internstional “rison Congress.
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Hargaret Sangerge

Founder of the Americsn Birth Control League =
a work which has cost lmr-amlt; and indictments, but which is
rapidly spreading around the world. Author of many books and
pamphlets on birth contrel. A brave woman.
Anne Morganie

A bold and progressive 1morm-m
of the Executive Committee for Devastated France. President of
the American Women's Association, which under her leadership has
built a §7,000,000 Cludb House for business and prefessional women
in New York City. A stimlating clearing house for all ntimtu

of women.

Katharine Bement Savisi-

| Trained sociologist. Fourteen years head of New
York State Reformatory for women where she initiated new and
effective methods of treatment, Commissioner of Correction tw'
New York City under lMayor lMitchell. Active director in the
American Association of Social Hygieme. IL.D. from Mt. Holyoke.
A, from Yale.

Heien Kellerie

The Voctary of Haw Fate, Deaf and blind fram ninetesn
\

' months, so cowgperated with her teacher, Anne Sullivan, that she

developed means of communication which opened world's treasurers
to her. A-Moothﬂlmm-m-mq

s




Alelgi] 1ans|ied 8691100 Ausubsily ‘¥6T-068T LU0NIBI0D [18GIeL A BPI UL “TTOZ ‘abelw) enbig

has appeared in the movies and in vaudville. . Active in all
undertaking for the blind. An inspiring life.

Rose Idvingetonie

Twenty five yeurs of continuwous voluntary rescue
work samong the fullen - or falling - girls in the slums of New
York. Has saved hundreds of tliem and helped send scores of white
slavers to the penitentiary. Awarded gold medal by Natiomal
!utﬁtute of Sooial Sciences.

JMaxy Andersonie

Chief of Woman's Bureau of United States Depiartment
of Aabor. An Lrmigrant from Sweden forty two years ago. Learned
boot and shoe trade. Hecame Trade Union organizer. Quality of
service in war led to her appointment to place in buresu she

now heads. Member of various learned societies. A woman of -

character, intelligence, patience and humor.

Mary Ven Kleck:~

As director of Industrisl Studies of the Russell
Sage Foundation since 1908, has lzlattiutod and earried through
valuable inquirdes into industrial algmtum which needed
Clarifying - a careful investigator - clear writer - rmuu
speaker. Gives much thu and service to Sational and Internnticnal
Industrial Conferences. Advocate mmw of Mtﬂ.
Managenment ., :



Maxy Gilsoni~

A scientific and disinterested ploneer in
personnel and servide work and in the installing of scientifiec
maragement - writer a.d lecturer on Industrial Relations. A
menber of staff of Industrial Relations Counselors. Kade
extensive surveys of labor relations in n-sm' Islands.
Research work in uneuployment andtm-plm insurance in
United States and Great Sritain, where she has done intensive
field work. A.M. from Colpmbia.

Lillian Gilbrethy-

Internationally known popularizer of scientific
managesent. lias published valuable Time, Fatigue and Motiom
studies. Consulting engineer witi large Buropean Sollowing.
Mother of thirteen children. |

Business

Eary Dillone

President of the twelve million five hundred
thousand dollay Brooklyn Gas Corporation. At seventeen
entered this orgunization as a %ten dollar a week clerk -
m:mxtmemd-h.wmtmovuit. Has steadily
done 80o¢ Is now President. HNember of Brookliyn Chamber of

: :
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Joe n - :

President and Director of W Nountain Fuel
Company where she hang successfully spplied tie results of twenty
years study in Zust and West of progressive economic and
sociological ideas. las demonsirated that industrial relations
declared impractical by her competitors in Colorado are

good business.

IThe Arts
Cecelia Beaux:-

Portrait painter « represented in all the leading
galleries of the Umited States, including the Metropolitan Musews =
Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts = Boston art Museum. Awarded
-my prim. medal).s and decorations. Degrees from University of
Pennsylvanis and Yale. Comaissioned by United States Goverrment

to paint ‘portrait.l of Cardinal lercier, Clemanceau and General

Haig for National Gallery, in Washington.

Yiolet Oakleyj~

Nural painter. ULesigner of stained glass windows.
Most important series of decorabtions in Capitel at Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, entitled “Creation and Preservation of itne Union®
and *"Founding of the State of Liberty Spiritusl.” Hecinlent of -
nany medals and prizes. Member oi issociations of Artists in

this and other countries, X
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Snne Jiyatt - (Mrs. Arcier luntington)ie

Sculptor. Represented ia all leading American museums
by small bronzes. Lost famous statue, Joan of Arc, placed in
New York City, in Gloucester, Uass., and in Blois, Franca. rany
medals and decoratlons. Chevaler of Legion of lHonor of France.

Gertrude Vanderbllt - (Mrs. farry Payne Unitney)ie

Sculptor. Principal works are the Astec Fountain in
the Pan Auerican Juilding in ¥achington - Statue of Buffale
8111 (Col. William ¥. Cody) Cody, ¥yoming - EL Dorado romm_
of San Francisco. las done much to stimulate and ald yrml-,;
‘woman artists.
¥ilia Gaterie

@riter of authentic genius. An artist, always faithful

to her own standurds of craftmanship. “iy Antonia® - "The

Lost Lady® « "Death comes to the Arehbishop® show her wide

- understanding as well as her complete master of materials. ler

few publishied poens are profound in feeling and rare in Torme

Edith Whartonye

Novelist and essayist. An artist of penetrating
{ntelligence and superior cultivation. Her novels dealing with
American society are brilliant and ironic. Her Italian studiss
show the delicacy ormqmtmmmwoﬁu
xnowledge. For many years Mrs. Wharton has lived in France,
officer of Legion of Honor of France and of Leopald of Belgium in



- ¥apy Ausging=
Tovelisl « eosayist « playwripght « lecturer. A woman

of superior intellect whose writings are original « provocative =
often ahend of lier daoy. Leader in movement to preserve Indian
crafts and urte.
Ldns St. Vincent Nilluy:=

Poet of the New School. Lyrical verse of exquisite
quality and truest feeling. Wrote the liberetto for the opera -
*The King's lencimsan.” Received Pulitzer prize, for best volume

of verse, in 1922,

Rachel Crotherse
Playwright. Author of a score or more of plays of
conteuporary, =oc¢inl and domestic life -~ the preduction of which

she has herself directed. lHead of dramatie work of American

Upmcn' 8 Association.

Gertrude laneie

For twenty years editor of Woman's Home Companion. Only
woman in sole editorial charge of a widely circulated woman's
magaine of national reputation. Has outstripped all male

competitors. A Director of Crowell Publishing Goumpany. Member
of ¥ashington Staff of United States Food Administration in War.
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Elizabeth Harbuxyje

Ploneer dramatic agent with affilistions in
France, England and Germany. Introduced many foreign playrights
to American audiences among them Victor Sardou. Rditor, lum'
and Practical Politician. One of the two representative of New
York State on Democratic Wational Committee. Independent,
Aggressive, Humorous, Indomitable.

Kinnie Maddern Fisker~

Actress, JSegan carcer on stage at tiwree years of
age. Starred at fifteen. Leading creutions « "Tess of the
D'Ul‘barﬂ_.llla' and *"Becky Sharp.® OSpecialty Ibsen's nn-..
Acstive in movement against trapping of animals. Never wears furs.

Eva Ia Gallienness
s Rebel actress. Dissatiefied with restrictions put

upon her by theatrical managers, particularly in roles, opened in
Hew York City in 1926 a Clvie Repertory theatre - playing
Shakespeare, Ibsen, Goldoni, Tchekhow, Received Pictorial Roview

£5,000,00 Achievenent Award in 1927,

Ruth Draperi=
A dramatic impersomator of rare intelligence,

Presents a sarics of original sketoches, sympatihetic, human and
_ W

finely observed. Universally recognized as a sound and growing

artist,




Alelgi] Jsnsiad obs1100 AusuyMeiy ‘vv61-068T ‘u0!,1be||03 [l9tJe ] ‘N Bpl aYy.L “TTOZ ‘ebew| [eybiq

country =« trained teachers - organiszed the American Folk Dance
Society, of which she is president., lias written and published
eight volumes on the subject. United States member of the

International Commission on Popular Arts.

Aguise lomergs

Opera singer - made debut in Paris in 1860, Sang
with success for a season at Covent Garden, lLondon, craating =
there ner Ammerie in Alda. Cawme - to Metropolitan Opara Hlnllo in
1900. Has sung contralto roles there aluwosl cvery season Sinee.

Named by League. of Women Voters as one of twelve greateat

_mr_m women.

Spoxte

Helen Wills roody:=
Woman tennis champlon of United States eince 1925,

A fine shot and a skillful angler. An artist of ability,
particularly note=worthy are her sketehes of the female form im
action. Married. ; ' |
Amelia Eariartis

ur Lopenolch woman flyer - o pluce hom e
_m held )l.tn dignity and wodesty. Indefantigable m : b
avisbion « & daring Slyer - Zives i 46 st S
Vice-President of Mational Aeronsutical Assosistion.







Presented to P. &IB. my list of "Fifty lonbn'. iqk@aiL :
criticism and suggestions. _On the Iholo fgvorable to the list. |
Some diuuuio;xuaoL}iLM Mm.zh: is English
born, I believe and so excluded. Margaret Angelin suggested.
Good. Gertrude Shelby was in favor of Charlotte Gilman. I am not.
¥ies Earhart _,‘ﬁ:::;;;:;;;;;tunuzziéf:é;gziér i on-gﬁounﬂ
that she has gone into commerce. She was a nbortaubman long before
she became a professional aviation worker. Case much like that_ “
of Lindbqrsh. I think, Sfﬁfggt in quality. Question tkat Mras,

Whitney, s-sculptoress, certain resentment over the fact that she

~ has the power of wealth and position behind her. Possibly a mistake.

Though on the whole they seemed to consider that she and Mrs.
Huntington were the two who had made the biggest 1mprou-aion._.
vhose work was on the grand scale. On the whole the list stood
up very well and I think made an impression for its general lmd-
ness. Stressed the point that in all of these cases there was.

80 obviouely a long term of preparation behind the woman.
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