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"ovember 27, 1618

g8 ''aria A, Loschi,
Hotel Vanderbilt, o~
l'ew York City.

Yy dear Countess Loschi:

“ou asked me when I had the
pleagsure of lunching with you the other day, to send you some facts
about my unirmportant life for your little series of articles on
American ‘“omen,

There is nothinr at all unusual about me to tell, I
am the moat lopical kin?d of a result, given our aoystem of education
and our ways of lookin~ nt things over here. You see, 1 grew up
in a pioneer community, one broucght out of the wilderness by the

. discovery of petroleum,

It vas the opportunity in that discovery which led my
father and mother to abandon the »lans that they had made for their
life and take their chances ith the new development, Hundreds of
other people in the "nited Btates did the same thinga,

"y father prospered as a result of his venture, and
rathar a rich town pgrew out of the soil., These early people had
one idea for their children, and that was to give then good schools,
These were publi~ B2ho-lg, and in the I -vas kept and orepared for
what we cnlled a colleze, whir'. corresnonds to the French Lycee.

I do not know your Italian educati nal syster well enough to know
its countervart with you.

: There was a strong feninist moverent in my girlhood,
quite a3 strong as the present, [ think, 1t 7as called "Rights
for “omen.,® One of the rishtn claired vas that of a profession,
and T suvwvoge it was because of this agitation that I insisted on
going to college and had professional ambitions. 7This led me quite
naturally, my circumstances beirn ; what they were, into an editorial
nogition on 2 mnoazine called The Chatauquan, It was in doing the
work there that I felt I wanted to write, 7 wanted to write history
and biogravhy and to fit myself more especinlly I went to Paris
in 1891, where for three years I took lectures, and, as a self=-
imposed thesis, prepired a study of “'adnme Roland,

This was my first book. 1 supported rmyself while
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in Paris by writing for American magazines and newspapers, and be~

fore I left that led to an invitation from McClure's Magazine to come
on to its staff as a special writer and investigator. ;

Ve were feelin~ the lapoleon movement very strong here
at that time, and r. VcClure, knowing my interest in French history,
agked me to do a short life of 'apoleon, This was what the magazine

ealled successful, and 1 passed on from that to one of the most
interesting pieces of work that I have ever had, a study of the life
of Abraham Lincoln, )y material was drawn largely from original
sources, . Before I had finished this life of Lincoln, a hot con-
troversy had grown up in this country over our truste, They were
assuming & proportion which alarmed everybody, Now, I had been dborn
in a country where the father of all the trusts had had its birth, and
I had an idea that by tracing the historical development of this
particular ogtopus, the Standard 0il Company, it would be possible

to make clear to people in general how such an aggregation as the Stande
ard was made possible. 'y idea was that it was made possible mainly
by privileges which were contrary to our comon law, and that if
these privileges could be taken amay, that the monopolistic power at

least would be broken.

The Magazine backed the idea and stood by me through
five years of investigation and presentation,

In 1907 a ~rrup of my ~olleagues on l'cClure's Magazine,
headed by John 8, Phillipa, bought "he American ~agazine, and there
1 made a study Bomethinq along the lines of my History of the Standard
041 Company, of the working of the protective tariff in our times,
that is, since the Civil 7ar, I also made for The American l'agazine
a study of aome ofthe ncwer ideals which are influencing industrial
life in this country, ideals which lead not only to better conditions
for the working olasses but which .im to distribute more Justly the
returns of industry, and to give to every man concerned in an indusge-
trial project, from the lowest to the hinhust. a voice in the under-

taking.,

"ow, my dear Countess Loschi, I do not know whether
this is thekind of information you want or not, It certainly is not
very exciting, simply the story of a woman who very early in life
caught from the atmosphere in which she lived the idea that progress
and happiness depended mainly upon the efiort to understand, to grow,
and to be useful. That is, that I have always believed that by working
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_Mm. that one ntl not only the most for himself but does the

@8 nearly in harmony with the laws which govern

If you can get anything at sll out of this you are 8f
course gquite welcome to it, I am enclosing the picture far which

Very sincerely yours,
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