Notes or Iuterview with W.C,Bickrord, 2511>K@‘$$,;1
Washington, D. C. . | |
i.lxi L 2 3 .

Mr, M, E. Ailes arranges interview at Treasury Departmpﬁt&ﬁﬁ;ﬁigfm
Mr, Bickford, a messenger of the Department. Mr. Bickford'wééldﬁ:"
Ohio soldier, wounded at Fredericksburg, treated in Washingtoﬁ-hﬁépi—;
tals and put into the Veteran's Reserve Corps. He rirst actqdraa«
a guard at War Department. Vhile there he used to see Mr. Lincolﬁ
going at all hours of the day and night between the White House and
the Department. Says that one night while he was on duty Lincoln
stopped and asked him if he was not tired of being a soldier. "No,"
he said, "I don't want to stop soldiering until this cursed rebell-
jo- is put down.," Said the President, "That's hhe way I like to
hear my boys talk, The President stopped with him some fifteen min-’

utes or more, chatting, asking his name, etc. Mr. Bickford was Very'
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_set up by this and told his companions but he round*

" not oné of the sentttes who had not some similar experienae to're
late. He told of the first time he saw Lincoln; it was in the rirst'
year of the war and he was in camp beyond Arlington. He came into

town with a message; as he rode by the White House he saw that
there was a reception going on and determined to enter with the

crowd. He was covered with dust, ..i trou ers iu his boot-legs,
gauntlets on, but he said "Old Abe" shook my hand as heartily as if
I was the biggest man there.

B. was advanced and became a messenger in the War Departmen,
serving Stanton. When the telegram came announcing the fall of Riech-
mond Billy Kettles called , "Bickford, here is the most important
mes.a, e you ever carried. Deliver it to the President at once. B.
did not know what was in it but made his way to the President's offie

The Wur Department messengers wore a badge which admitted them any-
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where. He laid it before the President, who, looking up, said with a
suéhes 8Mile)isaidrMry..Bdckferd, asel never saw before on his Tace,
"This is glorious!" and he immediately arose and went to the-war"

. Department., By the time B, had gotten baeck the news wasroutgangf
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he first time learned what was in the dispateh 'Af
'wgathered in a few minutes about the War Department.
.ﬁﬁ[hqw1the*news spread so rapidly. It was thenlthat~8tap_pn

;aidé hiﬁseif with joy, pieked up Billy Kettlos and'holdihgfhiﬁ-o

'thq windov to the crowd, said " Here is the young mahjthat ne¢g1,,¢¢;j;’
the messaye." ST

B, says that there never was a man who was so loved as,Linﬁg;nx
by soldiers. I asked him about Stanton . He decalres he was-almghh

of tender heart but forced to be gruff by the demands of his position
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