Lo — Nov, 3, 1927 T Lt

< Mrs. Clifford iveland
= 643 Mess Avenue
' Paoria, 111,

wEy dear lrss Iteland::

¥ s Bk hen you were good enough to send me
©your file of material gathered for your proposed 1life of irs.

< hincoln, I wrote you of ite veceipt and also that I was going to
=be out of town for some Liue and 8¢ would be unable to give it a
~ —/thorough examination.

< 1 have only Just returned frow a trip that 1 took into
OKentucky and to Springfield, 11l., looking up certain points on
©the life of lary Lincoln of which I was in doubt, =a2nl have gotten
caround to going through your box. 2 : :

1 find that I already have in my files moet of what you
“have here, This Mrss 1l g artjicle, which is of course jime
cportant, is an article which I myself seoured from her years ago
—for leClure's lagazine, I always send for copies of the Journal
Zof the Illinois State liistorical Society when I find they have ave
Ctidles bearing on Lineolu, as they do 8o often, 8o, you see s the
;%bulx of your material is not new to me.

) - : '
= - I shall not fellow up auy of your gorrespondence as I think
Fthat possibly you may eome tins regomsider your deecision not to go on
swith thie work and want to. avail yoursels of these connections. Ae a
dmatter of fact, what I am doing is so short * magazine articles, not
ca book,ehough possibly some time in the future the matter may run int
a book = that I have more than énough waterial for the purpose,

‘Cik,

‘e

; A® 1 see it, dear irss Ireland, the wain point in regard

to llary Lincoln is to gather a substautial body of material whieh
will counteract the effect that her unfortunate hysterical puslic exe
hibits of herself had upon the public mind during the Var and in the
years lLmmediately following. 8he unquestionably was a woman of ine
telligenes, education; etrong, loyal and affectionate with those she
lovedf de%ightfnng social when she would be; but her uncontrolled

 impulses and her inability ever to discipline nerself properly led to
unhappy episodes of the kind that people love to seize upon, enlarge
and spread forth, There is niuch to admire about Mary Lingoln o~d.



2

_much to deplore, 1 do net know that 1 have ever known & woman

“ gubjected to such a succession of tragie losses and 80 ppﬁtted to.

= bear them, The whole story is Very painful to me. AS time go on

— and we get more and move information concerning her 1ife, I think
people who werse veyy severe with her may come %0 a kinder view,

at least 1 hope 80
4 1 an very grateful to you. dear lirse Iveland, for your '

| confidence in sending me your materials 1f you should sone 4day

> feel. %w request that I ¥. wobert Lineoln made of you pefore

~ ne died entirely unreagonable = 88 it seeus to ue ~« and that you
= gould, as a maltier of fact, do something to make the publie think
- move kindly of his mother, you may be sure that I shall be glad to

~ nelp you if I cans
& ' rhanking you again for your xindness, believe me

very sincerely yours
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