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o  were mtn was overerun with poor of its own.

‘%2 ' But there was America and they began to seek ways for

S coming here. Queen Anne favored them, ordered that they be

{_w _given passage, lands to ﬁninu-

= ALl Shrough the firet quarter of the Bighteenth Cemtury

%3 the Palatines - in small groups found their way to Americe,

E scattering into New York, Ponnsylvania, New Jersey and Virginia.

? It m in 1710 that the largest number came « m two thousand

?j‘_ five hundred persons. They arrived in Yew York at that time

Q | s Sows of hardly five thovsand people after a voyage of nearly

gf '~ five months « five hundred had died on the way,. ‘!by were withe

& out Pesources; men and women and children to be fed and slothed.

T:_ 4t was too much for the' vu.l.m of New York as it had

fé been for the eity of London and the authorities made hasty

‘% efforts to get thew out into the countyy.

\::i They were scattered to the north and to the nortiwest

; for the main pa¥t « Ulster County, Green County « and large numbers

0&;’5_- to the Scoharie grant, as 1t was called, lund mw Queen

E . Anne they olaimed.

(g _ The Bngiish Lords of Trade in arranging for the

:%: | passage of the three thousand Palatimes : had Justified the ;

E . expense they were going to by ordering that they be ul'“ : : 4'
Producing Yaval Stores from tie pine lands wlong the Nudeoms i

The Governor of the Province atm to earry out mm
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falled and the settlement sesttered, . Jarge mumbprs of thes
were farmed out to Robert Livingetone who was to Sviotual®

them - pay them a wage. Hut the Palatines ' were mot satisfied
with the arrangement., They ohaimed poor food, poorer pay,

5 haren treatment and finally left saying that they had not some
§§ to this sountry to be tenante or hired men but %o oultivate

E lands of their own,

g The Mﬂ‘uuﬁ of finding a satisfactory foothold in
?ft the country, sast and west of the lHudson, induced the more

8 adventurous exiles to petition for land in the "Nohosk's

éj coquébo where they would be out of the reach of the exploites
E tions to which they felt they had so tni been subjected.

Tf_ After twelve years of dissstrous attempts to use the
(E—i’ Palatines : for their purpose the authorities at home and in the
% " provinoe probably felt thuﬁvu a® hopeful ,/ m- anothey -
ujl at loast there they would worve as a buffer against hostile

{; Indians.

Q% The outoome of this movement wao & series of pettles
g rents nmning Raet and Yest from Palatine Bridge, nanes

familiar today to those who travel the mohawk Trail « Stone
Avadis « Conaijoharies Herkiner « the Dutoh Flats the seetion
was Gulled and to it cane in increasing numbers individuals and
om, dund to

&y ‘urtven. Anong

fanilies who were still seeking lands of their

replace those from which they had been so wic




g there was one Peter Young supposed to have first reached Americs

= | -

U with bne of the groups of refugees sent from England in 1709 or
o 1710,

K=

— The Palatines rapidly penetrated the countyy North and
FZ South of the River. Flowing into the Mohawk at the Palatine
Bridge from the South was a lively little stream « Otsquago Creek.
i The narrow and beautiful v:lioy\throuch'Ihioh the Otsquago

hw tuhiod down to the river was flanked by fine rounded unt.?-.

%L : inviting places to clear and oult&tutn‘for men and 'omﬁn who had
.Ef the passion of the soil as strongly in them as had these Palatines.
o Cleared, these lands would lidcup to the sun like the banks of

% . the Rhine. i

jg Peter Young was one of those who followed the Indian

trail along the Otsquago Creek « one of those who helped in the

early cultivation of the uplands. Here he reared his family;

here his oldest son, Jacob A, oarried on, the only break in his

farming apparently being the term he served in the Revolution.
Peter and Jacod Young did fhoir part in these years in

building up the little gentral community serving the pioneers, a

church « a school « blacksmith -shop. 8Squag, it was called.

Possibly they may have attempted to call it Otsquago but the
contraction was too obvious. There is little of Squag left today
an ancient graveyard, the marks of the foundation stones of

a few simple buildings. It was the viotim of that industrial
invasion waich was already beginning to take from selfeproviding
pioneer households the trades and erafts they had learned to L ,.

e e e
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were n”ontn. was overerun with poor of ite own.

But there was Americs and they began to seek W' for
coming here. Queen Anne favored them, ordered that they be
given passage, lands to cultivate.

ALl through the firet quarter of the Bighteenth Cemtury
the Palatines - in small .m found their way to America,
seattering into New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey apd Virginia.
It uu in 1710 that the largest number came « some twe thousand
five hundred persons. They arrived in Yew York at that time
a town of hardly .ﬂn thoveand people after a voyage of mﬂ:
five months « five hundred had died on the way. They were withe
out pesources; men and vomen and children to be fed and elothed.

4¢ was too much for the village of New York as it had
been for the eity of London, and the authorities made hasty
efforts to get thew out into the countey.

They wers scattered to the north and to the nortiwest
for the main part « Ulster County, Green County « and large numbers
to the Scoharie grant, ac it was uu;d. land MWW
Anne they elaimed.

The English Lords of Trade in arranging for the
passage of the three thousand Palatines ' had justified the
expense they were going to by ordering that Shey be set at
producing Faval Stores frox the pine lands aulong the Hudeon.

~ The Governor of the Province attempted to earry out the m b _'




failed and the settisment senttereds | darge mumbprs of Shes
were farmed out to Robert Livingetone who was to “victual®

them « pay them a wage. sut the Palatines were not satisfied
with the arrangement, They chaimed poor food, poorer puy,

harsh treatment and finally left saying that they had not oome
to this country to be tenants or hired men, but to cultivate
lands of their own,

The difficulty of finding a satisfactory foothold in
the country, sast and west of the lHudson, induced the more
adventurous exiles to petition for land in the "Mohosk's
Counttii' where they would be out of the reach of the exploita=
tions to which Shey felt they had so t_af youn subjected.

After twelve years of dluatroui attenpts to uce the

*alatines : for their purpose the authorities at home and in the

provinge probadly felt thukuu a® hopeful / ‘o&ﬁtm as another -

at lenst there they would worve as a buffer ngainst hostile

Indians.

The outoome of this movement was & series of settles
ments running Bast and West from Palatine Bridge, nanes
faviliar toduy to those m tnnl the pohawk Trail « Stone
Arabia » Q\Mﬁ.p Msm « the Dutoh Flate the seetion
wao Golled and to it cane in increasing numbers indiwiduals and

families who were still seeking lande of Mt .ﬂ. land to

replace those from which thay had been so wia




thoﬁ was on§ Peter Young supposed to hivi first mm America
vitﬂahgilot the groups of roth;ooi pent from England in 1709 or
1mo.

| The Palatines rapidly penetrated the countyy Noxth and
South of the River. Flowing into the Mohawk at the Palatine
Bridge from the South was a livOXU:liiﬁti stream « Otsquago Creek.
The narrow and beautiful valley through which the Otsquago
tumbled down to the river was flanked by fine rounded htxltgﬁo.
inviting places to clear and cultivate for men and 'omin.uho had
the passion of the soil as strongly in them as had these Palatines.
Cleared, these lands would uq,up to the sun like the banks of

: - the Rhine.

Peter Young was one of those who followed the Indian

gg trail along the Otsquago Creek « one of those who helped in the
Ei. early cultivation of the uplands. Here he reared his familyj

j(:: here his oldest son, Jacob A, carried uh. the only break in his
E>i-p farming apparently being the term he served in the Revolution.
&é; ‘ Peter and Jacodb Young did thotr part in thoooryourn in
é? building up the little gentral community serving the ploneers, a

church « & school « blacksmith -shop. 8Squag, it was called,
Possibly they may have attempted to call it Othnice but the
contraction was too obvious., There is little of Squag left today

an ancient graveyard, the marks of the foundation stones of

a few simple buildings. It was the vietim of that industrial. :
1;§tlton wiich was already beginning to take from !nltb’l!itiih" ._aﬁ
ploneer households the trades and orafts they had xm iq : |




cultivate side by side with the lands
The industrial invasion firet reached the Valley of
the Otsquago ??'i‘no. A Butchunan of New Jersey, Abram Van

Horn 4 whem prospecting along the Dutch Fiats saw in the

4 Utsquago Creek power which could be put to use, sturdy farmers

‘g? and growing settlements on the hilltops who could be served.

;\: Why should he not use this wasted water power to do for them

| Tj | what they were doing for themselves, build a mill and grind

%1_ their corn and wheat, build a forge larger than the blasksmith

8. shop? It was an opportunity and in 1701 Abram Van Howmt .

EL_ settled on the Otequago, some twelve miles north of the town of
% Fort Plain. He had made no mistake. The farmers welcomed hin.

His settlement prospered « Van lornesville it was called. He
built the finest house in that part of the world. .,

The Van l!ou? and the Younge must have been associnted
at least in a business way from the start. Certainly the young
people of the families were thrown together early in the
Nineteenth Century for Jacob I Young, the son of Jacodb A. married
Van Hornt's daughter < Rve Van Hornt. ‘-Egkbrm a
big fanily into the worid « thirteen chiliren. The eldest of
them was called Pater.

Peter Young remained on the hilltops above ¥an Hornesville,
farming like the Youngs before him. He married a Margaret Smith
and to the gcouple came four shildren, tht eldest of them m ll.
1831 was named Jaoob Smith. ‘
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£ o
é If Smith Young, as he was called, had not been a born
“EL farmer he night hnvimlc’n lured away from the soil in the years
= he was growing up by the setivities of Van lornesville, now
[_1 rapidly becoming a busy md prosperous industrial town. A
(::: ' plank road built in the 'lv'- ﬁ’x‘&f“% Vi.lcym to
F Gooperstown, xxxxixrxxmpociuices had epened the world to Van
E i Mornesville. A stage conch, four and six horses, was Soon
“Ej making & jowrney back and forth over that Yoad « two, finally
i l’ml times a day, ourrying the mail, oarrying passengers. A
& cotton mill omme to the Sownj strangers cane; a big boarding
? house was opened. Van llormesville was boeminge.
E | Suith Young, the farmer boy, had prosperity and progress
\:; under his eye,but apparently it had little effect on him and his *
E ways of 1ife. As wae the custom of the young farmers in thu@
‘% days he worked for others « now his father « now a neighbor.
\::i When he wus twentyefive he found a wife, the daughter of a

substantial citizen of Springfield, seven miles to the South of

Van Hornesville, Ida Worden Brandow, a tall darkeeyed, spirited
girl, livelysminded, energetiv, a favorite everywhere. She uade
an excellent partnor for Smith Young « her elder by some eight
years and already a steady reliable man « no viges « a kindly
tempernent. He glways was distinguished for his unwillingness teo
say an unkind word of angbodyi lis wife once paid him & fine
tribuse. - |




*Smith,” she said, "never talked unless he had
something to say und them he said it very carefully."

It was in 1856 that Smith Young and Ida Brandow
were married. For a year they worked a farm on shares. Vorking
a farm on shares in those days was not what it is now. You
1ived with the owner and he shared, if not the hard labor, at
least the responsibility. If a barn fell down he went out with
you to repair it. If there was @ sick animal he took equal
interest with you in caring for it. If the roof leaked he
helped you mend it, that 18, in reality working on shares was
a partnersiip in which the younger man and woman took care of the
heavy labor under the direction of the owner.

A yoar after Suith Young and Ida Brandow were married
his mother died and the yonng‘ people went to live at what was
known as the *home farm®, a tract of perhaps a hundred and si:ty
acres, lying above the village of Van Hornesville. From the
front door of the lhouse on the home farm you looked aoross
great billows of land, hilltops and valleys, the foothélls of
the Adirondacks and here it wae that Smith Young and Ida Mrandow
settled down,

A son oame to them who Af the Young tmadition estebliehed

ag the oldest of the line he
Borctnecsbisetosdobivechine had been followed/would have been

named Jacob. Peter and Jacob, Peter and Jasob, that was the way
it had been from the days of the Palatine. Ida Brandow broke it

Lo ® g e art it b e R e e S R 1




and her first son was mmun-.

The boy 1ived but twelve years. I[is desth was &
oruel blow, The way the mother bore it was the talk of the
village. Never a word, never a tear. “Let me have it out by
myself,” she said. Mot a silent woman, except in mements of
deep emotion, then there came no sound from her of what she
felt, It was always to be so. The great things she carried
deep within her « never changing her daily routine for sorrow or
death, ;

on thbor 27th, 1874 a second son oame. -Ou of the
pleasant customs of the times was to let a friend name the
baby. The friend to whom Nrs. Young paid the conmpliment having
read a book in which the here was called Owen, named the new
comer, Owen; thinking there should be at least a middle initial
she put in a D.

The howmehold into which the baby came was made up of
Father and Mother and old Grandfather Peter. Grandfather Peter
had reached the age where he felt it his right to rest from all
labor « to sit and leook on « putting in tart remarks now and
then about the way things were going. Gometimes his daughtereine
law driven by a multipiication of duties would say,

“Grandpa, couldn't you do this?® The answer invariably
was, "I could but I won't,.*

The panorama of daily life made a deep impression on
the ohild. He remembers the kitchen where beside his mother ’




spent his early dayse:; 'thc rasin oan on t'ho'mﬁ lhﬂ.ﬂ the

oat purring in the sunshine; the teakettle steaming on the sStove.
A® he grew older the wood box became his responsibility,

to keep it full. When a 1little stronger there m! the water

E_ pail tn be looked after. He m/muu enough about it all
2 doing his part quietly like his father.

E "A §00d doer,” his mother said of hime

t&;‘:} : He liked the order and pleasantness of the dally

Tﬁi routine but was disturbed by the confusion of hard days » Vash
9 Day « Monday.

[é: Growing to manhood and seeing an eopportunity to attack
=3 the unhappy Monday of the farmer's wife he drew from his memory

s vivid piocture of its miseries; the milk ooming into the house

g from the barnj the skimming to be donej the pans and buckets te
L

% be washedj the churn waiting attentionj the washeboiler on the
X

R stove while the washetub and its backebreaking device, the washe

B voard, stood byj the kitohen full of steam; breakfast cookings

& hungry men at the door anxious to get at the day's work and one
E pale, tired and discouraged woman in the midst of this confusion.
g "Slue were thooee lMondays indeed."

J{l? ' A8 the boy grew up he took on of his own accord more
\% and more chores suited to his strength. "If Shere was anything
ii ; to do," his Mother once said, "he got out and helped do 1%

;_ E% _ whether it was his chore or somebody elses.
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children began to go to school early in those days und.
Owen Young could not have been more than six when he was going
dowﬁ the hill to the little district school. Al;ont from the
start he was marked by his teachers. rhny'-uro not accustomed
to having pupils absorb what they had to give them e soaking it
in and asking for more - and this chdld seemed to be of that
sort. BSoon they were saying about town that Mrs. Young's little
boy wasn't quite like other children. He liked books better.

It was something of a worry in the house on the hill
that the child wae soon reading everything that he could get
his hands on, that when the ncighbors came in to visit, laugh,
talk, he would take a book and go into a corner « oblivious of them.

In those years the Younge had a hired man, George
Kisselringer by name. !He had read books, had seen much of the
world, amazed them by his tales. The boy pleased him. "He was
a manly little fellow - never a meddling boy".- 80 this hired
man in the evenings would go over the boys lessons with him,
runahead of th book®, "put ideas into his head," Mother Young
aald: An unsettling element in a stabilized home.

Bouidlchhool there was church and Sunday S8c¢hool.
The Younge were Universalists. The boy grew up under liberal
religious teaching « love to God « to man « the essence of it.
He grasped that, It spoke to a nature as gentle as that of his

father'and like his father he never spoke 11l of anyone.




'mMumtmtmumm\m
hinm to imitation. He was Osught in the woodshed, in the
parler, in the barn, giving sermons of his ewn, whioh he ended
abruptly Af the door opened 'pntmm to do something eloe."

#1im afraid that boy will be a preacher,® fretted
Grandpe Peter. “I should hate that.*®

Iife had 1te pleasures and excitements. Wwhen he was
bi; enough to stride a horse, to do an errand, he was sant now
and then om the oldest nag to the village » very respensible, ne
mistakes, bringing baock what had been ordered.

"You could always trust him,® BAid Nis Mothe¥.

Oceasionally the boy was allowed to go with his father
on business trips. One took him to Cooperstown om & load of hops,
& journey of four hours. They ate at the hotel -ﬁou he was
perplexed that when called for dinner they were made to put on
their coato,.

oftener he went with his father to Yort Plain, the
metropolis of the neighborhood. It was on one of these tripe

“that he met his firet bankery A stern old man with a black hat

and froeck coat, s formidable, wnsmiling pewson. le grew wp
beldeving that bankers were like that » high hat, froek eoat 4

storn faoess It wae not until he vas a Diesder of
Hee that
the FPederal Reserve Bank of New York ndq-tptt,(-‘ttlu was wiped

out. |




journey. A leading mun of the village was going to Albany .
He idked this boy with his grave face and big black eyes and
invited him to go along, took him into the Exesutive Maneion,

12

presented hin to the Governoy « Grover Cieveland.: Unforgettable «

g0 that wae what great men were like. They wore their clothes
more easily than the banker at Fort Plain. There wae souething
more kindly about their greeting to & boy; there was sometiing
powerful, too, about their way, bigger than the banker.
Celebrations « holidays « were few in the Van Hormese
ville year., HNovertheless they hud them and made the most of
thoee they had. vhristmas, of couree, with & tree in the little
churohj Christmas dinner, a great dinner with Surkey, chickens,
minee ple, home made stuff, The taste of it has never gone out
of his mouth. Nourth of July was a great day. iis father would

and lighting them one by one in the
bring home firecrackers, NP RCthercwoubdcgbwechits pan of

xin-ud W%&e w %tt. no fireworke on earth
will ever give the thrill that the boys and girls of those times
had sett ing off flrnuoim |

ri:d house was far bagck on the hilltep. You could not

sos the rosd S¥Om whare it stood but on this wonderful Fourth

of July the South Springfield band would come driving by « the

musiciane sitting in chaire on & lumber wagon playing, "Sarehing
Through Georgia,® and the boy wild with excitement would run
to the point on the farm where you could see the road and wateh



by

&
iy

tmmutmmmm It mmm-‘m
Fourth of July from which Game What he has called, *the fiwst

it | { e

blossom of patriotimm.* |

. mnu-muncgmtnamnmnmmm-
Nemorial Day = when all the countryside met at the graves of
those who hed given their lives in the Revelution, in the
¥ivil War, met by the little Soldierts Monument which the town
had set up "to glorify our liberty and %o reconsecrate owr

devotion.*

" But in spite of it all the boy was lonely. There were

no children near by « mobody to play with « and little time
to play even if there had been. uometimes at night when the
work wae finished he would run down the long slope, over the
top of which the house stood, then up another long slope where
he could see the road, run down there hoping that somebody night
pass, possibly somebody might wave a hand to hin and call agross,
*Helle, Owen.*

It did not go Wﬁlm in the household any more than
hies absorption in books went unnoticed. It was not like &
Young » not like a Brandeow. Life and ite activity had always
absorbed these people. The farm, to earry it on, improve it,
make it yield better, preserve its traditions, that was what the
Youngs were for.

The district school had been quite enough for them »
no Young in all the five conmtuu: they had been on the Duteh



Flats » had ever had wore. Their schooling came from intere
course with men. But this boy whe buried himself in & book,
who ran away at night and sat alome watohing the road, was

harboring things they did not understand. And this difference

" in hin wee aided and sbetted by the hired man and particuwlarly

by one of his teachers, Mensol McBuen, who taught ssheol in
the winter and worked in the cheese fastory in the summer,
MoBuen was proud of Owen, said that he ought to go to cellege,
urged that as a preparation for college he should be sent to t_ho
m«-v meurxn‘.

It was no wrench to send him there for Ida Brandow
ro’uu had known the Academy from childhoed, a Square, uncompromising
twoestory bex, plenty of windows and a pleasant yard with trees
about 1it. aho not only kwew the school she knew the people all
ciul. She knew that they would keep an eye on Owen. 8o it was
arranged that he should enter the Fall of 18864 .He was then twelve
years old.

Monday morning the father drove him down, seven miles,
a cheese box of vituals in the back of the spring wagon. He
boarded himself until Friday night when the Father came to bring
him baock, All over the country So-thase daps thousands of boye
and girls travelled back and forth weekly from home to Acadeny
carrying their box of vituals. Sducation had little upholstering

in those days,




Owen Young was fortunate « more fortunate than many =
for the principal of the Bast Springfield school was a young
man, not 1-:; out of Hamilton College and in the full fliush of
his enthusiasm, Abram Mark Hollister.

Hollister, like lMcEuen in the district school at
Van Hornesville, sensed something unusual in this boy, whose
mind was not only on the books but beyond the book. His pride

was stirmed. n"Here might be the beginning of a great man, at
least the boy must ﬁsvo his chance, go to college."

A® to what he studied in the Springfield Academy we
have his own word for it. Thirty years later talking to a group
of boys at Herkimer he said that he had studied the same problems
in arithmetic which they had studied, struggled with the same
unknown quantities in algebra with which they had struggled,
learned the same axioms and theorems in geometry; and
triumphantly wrote the same Q B D at the end of the problem which
they had written. He studied the same geography. "The world's
physical and political conditione have changed but little in these
thirty years,” he told them., "The population has increased
slightly; exports and imports have grown into larger figures, ships
have moved somewhat faster across the seas, but for the most part
my geography was the same as yours. My history was not unlike your
own. Ail Gaul was divided into three parts, then as nows The

e i bl o

languages remain unchanged. German was lsarned with admiration and

; ey

without prejudice; French was then as it is now, the mtum ot!



the people of the world."

It was in 1889 when he was fifteen years old that
Owen Young graduated from the Bast Springfield Academy, the
valedictorian of his class.

Nothing that ever came his way, 80 he has nl;. filled
him with such pride as the diploma that he received that Spring
day from the Academy. His mother corroborated his testimony -
"Owen always thought a lot of that diploma « always kept it."

He did indeed for when along about 1924 there began to come to |
him a succession of decorations and diplomas from foreign

governments and our own greatest universities and his mother began

to frame them for the walls of her living room at Van Hornesville

he insisted the Rast Springfield parchment uhov:lld Read the

procession, now some twentyeeight or thirty MMH{/

When Owen Young received this precious diploma he had

j\\j already decided wht he should do in life. iHe was to be a lawyer.
;{: e hl- his own humorous version of what led to the decisionge

Qg *In 1887 having spent one winter at RBast Springfield

g Academy, coming back to work on the farm in the Spring, the

(\:j weather wans very hot, and it was very dusty behind the dragj

E:f planting corn was back breaking. An uncle of mine had a law suit
.%' i down at Cooperstown and he wanted me to go down and testify about

some horse trade., Well, I would testify to anything to get a day
off. When we arrived the ¢ourt house was crowded and the gourt

in session. It seemed very cool and shady in the courtrm.-‘ and




thouw' .t‘o mdt. *Do men gct a living this wﬁ "
conru m always seem to get a livings The uﬂ:
comruh. and the appeal of the books and the witty I_ 4
of ideas lldl me determined t.m if ].ll meant a nl.‘. .ﬂl
couﬂrom ‘books which I loved, certainly then, I M
this is tha life for me. From that time on I never m.d
from my desire to study law." ‘
That settled college. He mmet go and the year .M|
his mdﬁtton he -tudi_od with nark Hollister in East CM.“.
preparing to take the regent's Mmﬁlﬁn « go to Cornell.
The two worked hard, the boy -un shy and humble,
but when they had reached the point where they felt that he was
sure of passing they discovered to their sorrow that you must
be seventeen to take the examination « VUwen was but fifteenk
But a way opened. The pulpit of the Universalist
chui'nh of Vm; Horneeville wae mqnehtly filled by students from
the ‘.l'h.ilo.tul Bo,mi.mry of 8t. lawrence University at Canton
some eighty miles to the Noxrthe One who came frcquentl.y.ut this
time was a certain Caleb Fisher, a hearty, eloquent young man,
interested in everyone. He heard Uwen Young c'onducunc a Bunday
School ofass.
*I went back to tell the President of the Unl.nuuy
that there waes a boy at Van Hornesville whom he ought to get to
college and he better try to persuade hin to come to St. Lawrence.®




F t;ua‘nuhor Hervey to whom Caleb Pisher brought
e ;
g at this time busy with the none too easy task

this message -‘
of building up the student body of the institution so he lost no
time in carrying out the suggestion. Naturally enough he always
loved to tell gho'-tosv. -

_ »I got an appointment right away to preach at Van
Hornesville. I found a long, lean lad of about sixteen who was
aoting as superintendent of the Sunday School. I 1iked him, and
I wanted to get him. After church I talked with him and discussed
college. He wanted to come. I kept at it but it got to be close
to the time of the opening of college and he apparently didn't
expeot to come. I suspected finances were at the basis of the
difficulty, so finally I wrote him to come with what money he had
end use that as long as he coulds When those funds were exhausted,
I would loan him enough %o finish his course. It was nothing for
me t0 do. I often did it for the boys, for I had no responsibile
{ties at that time, and didn't use all my salary, so I could
afford to help the boys out, Long afterwards he told me that it
was this letter which broke down the opposition of his parents.
fhoy reasoned that lf I was willing to stake my money on him I
must see something in him that was worth educating.”

Here are paragraphs from the letter Dr. Hervey wrote
which tipped the fanily scales. Allowing for the inevitable tinge

of salesman's fervor in the letter - a tlﬁco which we can be sure




would not be lost on the Youngs - it was u.umlm of their

son they could not deny - knew they must not resistie

"You have talents my dear boy," wrote Dr. lhm:.l 'fht
2 . should not be neglected. I do not mean to flatter you and I think
you are too manly a fellow to be moved by such words, but I tell
you that I have seen a good many young men in my day, and I have

i
; seen none who had n bottot promise of & distinguished career than
Eﬁ" you have if you will only train and wultivate the gifte, mﬁtn
S and moral which God has given you.

@_ "It would be the mistake of your life not to go on_aud
é get a college education. It is within your reach and no matter

i% what 'uy be your natural powers you would be hampered and

E;':j erippled all your life if you do not take it, and the t.uu- to take
E it is now,

::S "You are young in years and it may seem as though you
\: need not be in haste, that you might safely wait. You cannot

Q% " safely wait if you can poseibly come now, because you do mot know
Q: M influences may arise or what eircumstances may surround you
(“j in one year or two to divert you or hold you back from & college
% course = influences and gircumstances ihl.eh sould not take you

Q(Ll:”‘ from it, if you were once started in 4t."

‘g | .And so the decision so revolutionary for Smith and

E Ida Young Iii made, A

‘Lj . *There was no other way," Mres. Young once explained.




*We used to come home nights after we had been down %o church

oF out yisiting end there would be Owen with the table full

of eollege catalogues. Finally hie father said, 'We have ot
to let him go. He'll never be any good on the farm now,"'
*We didn't know how we were going to do it. It didn't

seem possible to raise the money. It wasn't any too easys

We had saved a little and earned the rest as we went alongs I

T:T_ didn't have a new dress all the time that Owen was in College.
é Ve gave up keeping a hired man and when he graduated we didn't
8 have money enough to go to Canton.*

§ The neighbors shook their heads. ®Owen was needed én
g the farm. The only boy. Smith Young nearly sixty. 'Twan't

- right,* There was one exception « Abraham Tilyou = "Uncle Abe"

> one of the prosperouz men of the community, one who "took an

{If_\“‘ interest® « knew what was going on" « and had his opinions.

::it_ : Abraham Tilyou was the Young's nearest neighbor, indeed the only
lu: house Owen Young could see from his own front door was Uncle Ab#fe.
Q[::— and only the roof of that, Mth: Young and Unctﬁt Abe were "like
E brothers.® They talked crops, politics, church affairs, family
(@3 probleres, played pinochle together., If the Youngs needed help

Qg from without after reading nir. Hervey's letter Uncle Abe gave it.

g He was for Owen's going. He had talked it over with Dr. Hervey.

It was the thing to do.
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> _ The institution/was not une A\
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S' hon to tho !’.m‘- tor nl nucleus was a Theological m
SRR

: of their own church established in Canton, eighty miles liorth

5; of Van Hornesville, in 18866,

[— o )

§% The Seminary had gone to Canton for the nod reason

e : :

=) that the town made it a better offer - twenty acres of ground -
S

' Eleven Thousand Five Hundred wvollar building - than any other
fg; in the State. To be sure there had been opposition to its

D i

(@— coming,

har - g }

HaR . . :

?% The rresbyterian minister had preached an allsiay

:6_ sermon prophesying the dire evils whieh would follow in its

e

te wake:~ People listening to ite false doctrines « no hell «

7;'! . t

é; an instituticn the world needed for its salvationj boys for

L . . i

‘I(_‘W the sake of learning following its teaching; girls marrying its
»“ll . students. All of which did come true and more. In 1930 &

A .

e

= graduate of the UniversitySAcademic Department filled the pulpit
U

i from which the prophefy had been made seventy five years

before. For the Theological School ni hardly opened before
its founders realized that the candidatne for the ministry 'lho ,

were presenting themselves had so little education that they

must have in conneetion with the Seminary an academic department
- & oollege. The charter was obtained from the State of New York

and with it went Twenty Five Thousand Dollars in money. In lllbl




this college of Letters and Goliences was opened with a preparatory
school « the students offering themselves being unprepared for

college wWork.
From the start both Seminary and College had to battle

for money to live wven in the most meagre fashion. Agents of the
l'uiﬁlly yearly visited the Universalists Churches of the State
tuktng up collections. OFf course they went to Van Hornesville.
Ihon {te students went out to fill pulpits as when Caleb Fisher

came to Van Hornesville, they, too, talked of the 8|n£nnxy'- wants.
The President of the college presented its needs far and wide,

even Horace Greeley became interested. Poor as the new inetitutions
were in money they were rich in faith « in their undertakings.

The flraﬁ prldet;ﬁl of the new institution, Dr. John
P. Lee, a graduate of Amherst came to Canton frow a Vermont Institute
which as its circulars announced wae oonducted “en Lhe principles
of social and religious iqunltt;.' governed '1tﬂ 'modcrstton_-nd
- decision.® Dr. kee brought iheuo ideas to the collége he was
' founding and throughout his long years of service struggled to
realize them,

It was not easy to come into this distant country with
a family acoustomed to the cultivation of New Bngland., The country
was still in clearing.

%Oh, Mother, I haven't any road to walk on," cried his

little son.
' But nOver was there a braver man than John Loc'nor a

,“_'m indy mm. Lee.
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© ¥ha young men who Game to the Oeminary and College
m.mcfthomnbdunolu. They were willing
te give all for knowledge. Dr. Hervey, nimself, J1b a type of
twwinmmmulummtohnuon:mu
whom eduontion was more than bread. It had been so with him
from ohildhoods ‘

Mhnm-m.onmmnmouttomm

Aiving and earn money for more schoolinge While he studied h.

 worked in a lumber canp, rafted the Allegheny River %o

PLASaburgh, Saught eohool and finally after a youth of hard
work, excitement, hope, wes ready for college. Hut he hoad no
monay. It was then that he learned that Af he would prepare for
the Universalist ministry he could get his tuition at the new
Theological fchool An Canton, Wew York. Oo he decided to be a
Universalist minister.

'. %o that time, as he has said quite fimmly, *I had
never given a thought as to what I should most like to do in the
worid. I had but one ambition and that was to get what was

’ul.lod an education.”
“mmm.wpummmnumu

Centon, ninetean yeara old, $7.00 in his pooket. ' Four yeays

later he graduated a minister. In Shie period he had earned and
paid the college Three Hundred Dollars end was Thtee lundred

Dollars in debt. He went out to preash and to pursue with

eagerness the study of the natural soiences. Mluunottlu




.lutltaion never duu.cd and in 1886 when the uuwl M W :

nt thc oun of its resources he was asked to come in md nﬂ the
dq. !tm.‘lu‘t lumm.toshrﬂo-thl‘munﬁ
to St. umm as & student, that he became its president and
undertook with enthusiasm md energy to find for it the students

and the money it rust have for its rehabilitations

By the time Dr. lhﬂqr found Owen Young he had wu
the student body up to about a hundred nnmn. most of them
¢rom 8t. Lawrence or nearby counties where the traditions and
the experiences were still similar to those of Van nnﬂomm;

The faculty was mmall but they were men gf the Lee
type who gave unstintedly of their best nﬁtnj their teaching
with a large amount of Gommon sense and considerable hunor«

It wan a happy college, too, 8o happy that it had

pecome known through the State as the *S8inging Colleges*




