Degember 7, 1939

Dear Mr. Burtons
It 18 & 1 time since I knochtd

at your door. I hope I be welocome, even
though whst I em offering mey‘not suit vour
program,

' This i1s it - an srticle which e el
Paul Reynolds tells me NHe has offered to you, ! ‘
I wenpt to say a word about it,

In the first plece it is not as =
I think Mr. Reynolds had in mind an article aul.M

to Lincoln's Birthdey. If you ere interested in f 5
anniversaries it belongs in April - the seventy ‘
fifth snniversery of the essassination comea next K :

April\\(go much for timdXiness.) :

As for the theme the article otfarp

/g 'cf-{& unp E%ahed material;a sketch of a neriod In = . -
/ 1ife which has been elmost entiraly : Y

overlooked by his. biographers - en imrortant period . b
in my judgment for at that time he wss under the - gl
almost dsily influence of bitter opposition to 2]
Lincoln. In that period he first developed his
idea of kidnepping Lineoln (note that he daid not
consider asssssinstion until a short time before he
resorted to 1it),

It wes the bitter end vieious Oppoutim
to the sdministretion which worked on Booth's tumultuous
nature. He wses of that oppgsition but if it hed ‘
reasoned, not shot through erous instinets, I Mﬂ
1f he would ever heve done whsat he di4d, r‘; isa
morel, a légitimete cuestion to ask- are we ukins
assessins today?

Forgive this long letter but b 4 hmta‘e{; :
tc point up the srticle. .

I hope everything is going well tith
you. Belleve me

Yery sincerely yours
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