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-/6~7/449$34. Ka%?na@é?z / November 10, 1938.

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
130 Fast 19th Street,
New York City.

Dear Miss Tarbell:

Your favor of October 237th ingquiring about my personal
recollections of Abraham Lincoln, was duly received. About that
time I returned home from my summer place in northern Minnesota

retty well worn out from the trip. I bad an attack of heart
Erouble about last Christmas and have been unable tc do anything

o amount to anything sinoce, although I am gaining a little now.
This accounte for my not having acknowledged receipt of your
letter before.

I am aware of the fact that you have been collecting Lincoln
reminiscences,etc. for some years. Until the last year or so I
bpve always declined to deliver public addresses upon this subject
or to give personal recollections except once in a while with
personal friends in private conversation.

I have never written out these recollections, and did have
at one time a good many mementoes both from Mr. Lincoln and from
his wife, but % lost my residence some years ago by fire and lost
all of these mementoes.

I would not have you make a trip out here for the purpose of
interviewing me as you suggest in your letter, largely because I
might not be here when you arrive, although I think I am now
steadily gaining, but I am unable to attend to my own affairs and
those of my clients, largely through weakness, so that I would not
want at this time to go into the sbove matter, though I appreciate
very much, and can readily understand why you decire such an interview
as there are few persons living that had any real and personal
knowledge of Mr. Lincoln and his life in early aays.

I am the only one left in my family and so 1t goes. You
will notice at the top of this letterhead that his son, Bob, is one
of my references. I don't need any references any more but he
and two or three others haws occupied a poeition in the above column
for a great many years, I am loathe to drop them so when I have new
letterheads printed, I simply have the old one copiled.

Bob end I were old school mates. One of my brothers, who ls
now dead, was the lst person to notify Mr. Lincoln of his nomingtion
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~ sohool and most of

. a% this time and neither have I the strength to dictate
- "tha letter for me, as I have to go home.

3
Eill Ida u. Tg:boll..

‘the 2§  rah for ?rqaidant. M
va | 3 Peage Conven ton of
Yar im was addressed g le

be; at convention, which haa”aluay

letter. T only refer to the above from th
in a slight degree to show you that you have no
to my acquaintance with Mr, Lincoln.

1 had the pleasure, and now in my 0ld ojit
of pleasure to think of 1t once in a while, of drivi
in his first campa fn to many of the old fashioned m
the State of I11inols, where he and others with us.m
mqng of which would now be gems if we ocould only get ahol
again.

You say your information ae to me was through ¥
no:gan, of Antiech College. T have %ust now, no
where I may have met the Gentleman if I met him g .
was on ‘Star Island, at Cass Lake, Minnesota, whers my.

@ and where this past year or two, there have been good
pgrsona from Ohio and where I did give a rambling talk’ at
[f.wore from Ohio.

1 appraciaxo our letter and if I can help out Ain anY'way
in the future, I would be glad to do it but I am unable to dc ,t;

and will eend the enclosed letter, asking my atanngraphor't clgn

It is possible I may be able to find among the papers bft“wt .
youngest sister, that are in my possession, some uawapapﬁr ol

that might interest you that I could send you at a later da ,
I do I would want them returned to me as soon as you were thr

with them as my sister lives in California and like myself is gquite

well ulong in years, and left her papers with me to keep in my vaults

until such time as she would send for them, 80 I am una le to

gaw when 1! ever, she,8end for them, but I'want them intact if she
0es.
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Respectfully yours, 7 A
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