to them from newspaper correspondents. It wae a rol
effective system that grew up in the Army of the Potona k!
three years that it worked together, its territory nl
same, Virginia and its rivorl' ites objective the ma ighmor
ite enemy the same, Lee and hie army. A good mcon‘hl.
veterans viewed military matters a good deal as Lincoln tﬂ. |

with practical common sense; and they supported what they “_. i

lieved to be false moves and defeats a good deal as ho,?lﬂ'.

with diuguat but pationco .There were few of the more :I.ltl:,!f

ones that did not carry inside their poohtt a good lilod f""_‘,i‘
map - maps, some of them that had gone through the whole thru
years. They knew the topography of the country better 'uun ,‘
many oftheir offioora. They had tho:l.r own notions ot umw
and supreme disgust for wnti.ug men. \ And as for what was

on, there were bodies of men in every corps thut knu .' 3

u many of the officers at h.umrton; and thut j

tf ' fﬂl. mor uym'



had grown up.

g % A
Q:% It was based on a fraternity called "Camp Walkers® = nlll
E_ with a natural curiosity for knowing everything that was ‘l'bm
E on thu_moerngd_r.hnm They-—were—thekind—-of-men—bhat back u

%% hmm always gone down town at night to sit in mtlv:fr nuht

g be the local headquartere - the druc store, the cruory. the cmt

:L_: yard, if it happened to be a county seat - and hoar what had lu'
i:—j about ovorybody not only in the town but in the county and cm:

;l out in the state or nation. Turned esoldiers these men were ;o-t

%;T content to know only what was going on in t\hnl.r own company. !hoy
::i: followed their o0ld habit of going out at night to learn what had |
'E{ gone on all around, The army camped fa the night, its fires built,

o and there would come stalking into the fireti ocorps men m; the

ol w ' i
<3 second the ninth, and 2 the| Camp Walker: -llk-—

@ ing queltiona. “Mm o mp-£ires
A \ i +

bl lo\- :

|§"._ -knew, dropping their own news and passing on.A Frequently it

s ‘would be n:ldnight and later befpre ,they got back to their own btd-. :
= ne o i ] o
\:(S These Camp Mcr- go#&kﬂave suc

i that they had far more trust in their news than they had for any-

standing with the privates

b thing so called oﬁ'icial.

back across the ‘Rup:l.' n.

Now Henry, alert as he was for every source of 1nt'
s the value to him of the Camp Walker
AT discovered/soon after his return to the army from his ﬁrn







km my thoy did, and tutmr tho; m t‘o-
0f course u‘h close toudl. th!.l n\

sense of the men !'or vhich he we .o“'_

a httor rnuution than he was getting fro

of the contempt that the veterans had tor ﬂttnt

m southward march. rhoy were willing to Mm_
it was stupid to spend veterans as he was | 4
~attacks on breastworks which mist fail, a8

, ‘,_,th' mo puueuurzy 1uw thit
dc;:l.ﬂod by these repeated Bonfodo’utl um&
thoir numbers being replaced by a oclass of m f‘
lnprm contempt - "Coffee Boihrn" thu uuu
mnm had bess paid to come iato m -m m
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on the spot to have that certainty. But to hw 'MG
mtuo. not to have bun An rotorlma as M m

ntdht have been if the thing had been nM. m m-

disgusting failures - a failure m which m :
as ’bittu'l; as they did.




