An Election Return by Lincolsl

(Photographed fram the o¢riginal now on
file in the County Clerk's ofrice,

e Springfield,Ill,) :
gf The first civil o fice Lincoln ever held was that & election

E; clerk,and the return made by him,of which a facsimile is here Ppresented,

T;\ was his first o ricial documert., The repart of a survey made Jy

fg Lincoln in 1834 had been cited by Nicolay am: Hay,in their "Life of i
1“’: Lincoln",as his first official document extant; but this is clo.r.’l.y a i
(@3 mistake, The New Salem election of September 20,1832,has the added

g interest of having been held at "the house of John McNeil",the young

g ' merchant who was then already in love with Ann Mtledge. Of the tin

F@(_O candidates for constable,all are now dead except William McNeeley; .lﬂ

LF‘ .1.1 the others whose names appear on this return are also dead exgept '
H:(:: James White,now living at Greenview,Ill,.,at the age of eighty-seven _ ‘
7: - years, John Clary lived at Clary's Grove; John R.W Herndon was "Row" | i
Qtll:‘,_ Herndon,whose store Berry & Lincoln purchased and at whaose house !|
i? Lincoln for a time boarded; Baxter Berry was a relative of Lincoln's |
& partner in the grocery business, and Edwind Greer was a school teacher,

@ a
= m and afterwards a justice of the peace and mm.

J‘u RMatledges Wi 11 be recognized as the keeper of the Rutledge tavern
h,

and t.héguh.r of Amn Ritledge; High Armstrong was the head of the

mmerons u-ptrm; family; Willism Green {spelled by thy later m ¢

of the family ‘Sexuxatix vith @ final “e") wes father of villiem G,
:hnmcou-. moeut- in Offat's store; and as te







