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Pebruary 13;‘* '19254

fiss Ida M. Tarbell, . . L
20 Bast Nineteenth St., , _ o

\ T

7 e

‘Dear Miss Tarbells

»

: e ‘You will not remom‘ber'anythmg ‘abon
- altho I have had the pleasure of meeting you and conv
. you in the most casual manner in Washington City. 0f
~all of us, millions of us, know you by your writing
 presuming now to address you at the suggest.ion;ar-*of
~ friend, Miss Zona Gale, as per copy of her letter to m

enclosed. ! e

W - I am sending by this mail, copy of
. on Tincoln for yowr personal inspection . t also enclo
~ of my'letter of this date to Mr. Hanson Towne, agreeabl,
~8suggestion of Miss Gale. I am too far along in years
attract the attention of you excellent literery pe
never made a speclality of "fine writing."™ My compo:
been principally for my own daily and weekly newspape

AT e Please take note of what I say to Mr
~about the book I am writing in a most leisurely manne:
~ think it would interest you, I would be very glad t
of my first Chapter sent you as a sample. s

i

' ‘Hoping that you are still in the
. for the enlightment and exhileration of the millior
~ fest admirers, I am ,.

§

a

Very sincerely yours,




aQ PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

o by
— Re e Springer.

O Those of us who have become octogenarians were privile

O witness, and in some humble spheres, to participate inm th

T scenes omwtua during the greatest crisis g our comntry has

— mud « Personally, I was under fire m times
ivil ‘au- was wounded unto death om the ba! |

{1 mmﬁuawtmtguMMsmnw

¥ have met face to face mnﬂw m of the




my team at the fromt gate at 4 A.JMs the next

-2-

being dut seven districts them, and proceeded to down the order -
of each debate. lr. lLincoln promptly cccepted the terms offom n-.

The first of these discussions was to take place at ozm a
brisk town 32 miles down the Illinois River, from my father's farm,
in laSalle County. I at once began to nrgo father to let n atu
this meeting. He at first refused l&ﬂ'
half and the night before the mee iwqfnﬂurm uatmq:.
table that if I -ouaxmqmwi nmbmhoromml

Ottawa with me. The 'asroa&yanﬁwo
breskfast. I drove the team of the C ‘ ﬂ
"tavern"” a few mimutes mxvo noon. ts

to the landlord for twelve cents a
heard the umtninmthenooknlwna
that Mr. was expected on that
three blocks distant: Just as the
opposite the front entrance of the
first passenger to step down to the
of the man I longed to see. P.‘odro :
platform and stood 1 toward the throng of ‘
depot. In = minute a we ~dressed gentleman wi amtu
his cost approgehed end said to Mr. Lincoln, "I am lm m&.
Lineoln." .nnooxnmpnod, "mtuw, mln
the man you are looking for," :
Committee” took up the oil cloth bag ml escorted
assenbl aebout the depot, where he introduced the otluﬂ'
the ttee to lir. Linco I, of course tsggtl
heels of my Idol and heard’ an that was said.
a séat in an open carriage, drawm by three span of
and, accompanied by the re«ptian committee, was Mm
of the Mayor, where he lunched and pre for the
all about tho dinner at the hotel to ch my father
partake as I ran from him to meet the train, Ny
get a seat in front of the platform so that I eoda m
.m:m'u." I therefore hastemed to the small park

was, but found that inch of the seatin :
so I took a standing positiomn front of the 8p
remained there over four mortal hours, At last ﬂu ;
8 ammiwdmdmomhlmtmﬁ& ,
&lthnymmm :
théy appeared to me, a rustie mmmm
Mr. Lincoln stepped from the train he wore & linen dus

reached mesrly to his feet, covering all other portiens
pt the coarse leather | ch were freshly gre

the on among common people at that day., He W

pipe hat that you have so en seen pictured. I '

cost about two dollars. Om the spesker's stand &

aside, Ing & very or looking suit of da

were t at the botte dly at the

ever seen., His small £

first of that sort I had ever

a rich Carolina lady, owner
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—
¥ with slaves. This Southern beant{!v.m. proud of her distinguished hude
Lp band and spared no peins to keep droud properly.
N
e Mre Iincoln wae 6 ft. 4 inches tall, mmt.mm
— under my present height, 5 ft. 3 inches, mﬂnﬂl
- mn;nt opo: 't n;mboq and thick, making m -
| were shor o his a can-
;;: trast to his lepgged and tall cp{vmt.
qk : A
; ge Douglas 4 the discussion in s 2 3peech
o of one hm at the close of Wﬁ &z
P~ Mﬁm.‘omhetmtahhed a categorical answer.
o

55, r. Jincoln replied for an hour and twenty-five
w uufmhmmmtim. mousmw.

E.:“ﬁ‘p..‘*&%..%

o B].over and dopoa
AN onm of the Re

_ lican hosts rulh-l
S ‘s outstretched

I was

i that the glant, mental snd physical unnm

= as I paseed. Imthem!.y oy tha wnbdh

— exelited ong, and I have alwmthonmtht &t .‘m
rprecisted my

N it, amd me to understend that he
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and kept pouring im in increasing mumbere
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substantially in the same spot as long o time and I br:m’t ny gun to
" a charge and advansed into the timber. I had not

t111 I discerned & human form cromshing on its hands
at once comménded, in true mili fashion: "Wheo is
come forward." A‘thatabay lvowna? rose and came !
trembling from head to foot. It was now jus Sromns daylight
I saw that the frightened being was a mulatte bay : in
he wes doing there. As soon as he could get his vo
"y master gave me a terrible beating last night and as soon as
‘-nttobd..lmamannmhmtomtmw :
would mot take core of mel” There I was, confronted on the ome side °
with striet military orders to twrn back any runaway alave or slaves,
mu{omimmmouamtfmmmatoam umﬂn
to a' m of :qﬂv:tglo:i !h'i.e boy told me hﬂi::t he was 3 P 's
A e IR L b .

a few : : wou on '

prey. I required MtWa for me to ide to talke the
chanee of being Court Martisled and shot, or be dealt with in e
mhmnmma!to&”oantntnsunrmntcfz‘ "
all the money I had, handed it to the frightened g,,gnn im two
"hard tacks" that I had left over, and my pocket fo. I _
"yun down thet street, pointing to a cross stress, to the river bank
and on the left side of the street you will find a small row beat. Cut
the rope snd get out into the water as qui as posai :
across, and in the village, find the Methodis Hinigter and I he
will esre for you." I did not kmow whether there was a Methodis®
Minister in the village or not, but I supposed there must be ome, and
as ng people were Methodists, I learned that nearl all of the M
of thet denomination were anti-slavery in sentimen The m boy
loat no tmbang: was soon gat of sight. Intm than five miy " the
hounds came bellowing and bhounding rough t ushes, frothing af
their mouths. They circled round the spot in the bushes where I firet
discovered the boy, then stopped s moment where I had pped him for
his uncertain journey and off they went down the street following the
tracks of their quary. It was now light enough for me to see out o
the broad surface of the ificsissippi, ond I could diseorm the small
boat as it was being propelled acrose the river. The hounds ete:
atthowatsrod&amﬂbmdlm'mmmm*&ﬂm

5
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minmutes later the lzu:nxﬂm% came CY <
fine blooded stallion, ¢ portions of ite
dused by the 12 mile ride., I was just in fromt of him

from the brush and I leveled gun om him and
reigned his steed wp and







.’ -

or three weoh, the Chieaso and 5t. Louls
nnnmmmmm a slave had esoa
at Cape Cirardo, Mo, and somehow got on
and lended in Ceanada. This greatly pleased
thtitmthmbqlmmu
I d4a not dare to mention the faot

coitmg ,
nmmmuraaummmwm

the age-old i gle between
abolished slavery, he wrote a & ca.mn:.-v. Fikin of Illineds
as follows: !

\}(\ "I sec in the near future a crisis ap
me and caouses me t0 tremble for the
As a result of way, corporations have en od, o
an oras of corruption in high gllm will follow ond the
mnig r of the country wi prolong ite
the thhaggﬂgummafwmqal__
destroyed. I feel, at this moment, more : :
safety of my omﬂz than ever hefore, evem in the
war. Cod gramt &l Wumqmm'

: "How startlingly true this farseeing man's
moment, unmobmvmmmromm ‘

lnam"mofoormtimmm ‘renténin,
of govermment, and of the aoeufh g-::“ as well.

Hed Abraham Tincoln beem our President at  of 1t
¥ar this nation nover would have en that sonfli
knew that we, as o natiom, were invineible, and ﬁu‘tw‘“ e
or combination of nations, would ever even thimk of n

Had I the time, Iwmamgmmun_
wmcomctoﬂwithth&em t ;

?n‘_ :pw:mmomum":fg.“
went ab everybody
outi"be memtnated Jos roat

Convention 2t
was almost mim

: be the nominee.
E&muuuu that he and our nearest
ew Yorker, decided to go to the conmven

Se at that ¢ was bdut T
Sapit “cnd_Labok o R e Bog A “_H
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0a with bamners and strecmers and mottos, and the like. There was o & _
o band aboard, o rare thing thosé days; the bend came out om the '
. and played some patriotiec airs, and a mumber of the delegates
= out with their badges; a few of whom had ILinceln on them. These
hrt delegates were from Iowa and some of the Westernm territories, there
— ing no state west of the lMississippi at the time except Iows. This
‘ tri denonstration was enti too mmch for ght
th and I resolved them smd nt!mttvozl.ph ‘
ma the next day and remain there until Mr, Iinmcolm was nominated; I
fven oe’ Lo ont epense my i I ciulint & e e L T
= ildren as to our : stud 0N |
S I could raise the funis $o buy & Railrosd tieket, Hew my fether mould
— allow me to go bhehind & thre machine after the harvest was thret
~ out and gather up the wnste wheat and sell it for gpending money.
= thws secured nearly two bushels of wheat, but as wos only sel
a a a s 1 sow ort so I resolved
t 35¢ a bushel at that time, I I would be 8 b 4 ’
aE deliberately to take emough out of the big wheat bim to make wp fon
Q, what I needed to buy o ticket. I therefore filled = coupl re twe
= mmuuwfatw'nbuofththom ning af
@ breakfast instead of going to the field with my team, I put th
o in the wagon I was accustomed to use rnd §vt :nr the seat and wa
= Just ready to start for the seme stetiom I had left the day befm
o My mother noticing the team at the barn foop, while all the othe
<. ‘teams had gomp into the field, concluded there was n
o me end came down where I was, amd soil: rd, why are
B the field?" I lmew my mother was an ardent admirer of I oln and
‘ weuwroyuoa: "I am taking some wheet over to Plano 1 for
buy a ticket for Chicage. The blessed Hothor never said smother
&  womd, but returned to the house. I went over snd seld the wheat, ¥
. tha&ninthonverysmbhand took the same train 24 ho
L that my fother had taken to Chicngo. Now mind you, Ohi
@) mueh of a city at thet time and I only Imew of ome
> the lyrick House, situated on Cottage Grove Avenme and |

.

&> the city mow ctends. There were no houses beyond 12th
N time and just a wagon road thru the deecy sand leadime out

|~ I asked a policeman how I would get out to the Myr
Qo pointed me to State Strect end ssid to "zo o

< P
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for lo a

T tight to his father's that vhe

. there bdeing mno seat, his father boosted him
I~ of one of the postes g the roof where he o¢

S that went om. You mmst be weary of my talk by this 3
.  sdvise you to pgive my Comrade, Ball, & change to te!

- A% that conven &g Comrade Dall will t

— of the preat mem of thet
e Joshus Glddings, the white '
= Jud@ of Chiecago, U.,3. Senator I
Y Supreme Court, and scores of o p ,
= of the Natiom =t that perioed, end wmany of who
Civil waw.

B T hove seid thet had ifr, lineoln boen P
@ MkMCMMBmﬁmWrWW.

G eonflict. More tham 60 years previous
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whose ambitions would aspire 0 x

NOT 90 THE ® OF T8
OR THE TRISE OF THE RAGIB. Whatl Think you

_qsu‘-qn}d\uf fy an Al s ©

seeks rogioms

monuments of fame erected to %

It DENIES that it is gloxy @ to serwe umder
chief. It SCORNHES to tread in the footeteps of amy
predecessor, however illustrious. It thivets esd
butms for dlstinction; amd, if possible, 1t will have
it, whether at the expense of emancipa slaves o
englaving frecumem.” :

Tegs than three-guarters of a century, the very character of mam
that ILincoln deascribes appeured in our histoxye B

ide rwekes” whieh
& n a1} o€ Wo"
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