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January 10th, 1898

A THRILLING FLAG RAISING RECALLED
An 0ld soldier's reminiscence about President Lincoln
Editor American Carpet & Upholstery Trade:

As Philadelphis made the firststar spangled banner,
the following relating to President Lincoln's stop in
Philedelphia in February, 1861, should interest your
readers:

President Lincoln remained in Philadelphis the night
of February 2lst. Turing the night & emall platform was
erected on Chestnut Street in front of 014 Independence Ball,

Farly in the merning of the 284, the Meyor end City
Council escorted Mr. Lincoln to this platferm, where he
delivered & short address, end the Marine Pand from the
Nsvy Yard pleyedé several sirs. The most impressive incicent
was Mre Dlincoln's raising the flasg to the top of the flagstaff
on Independence Hall as the sunrise gun was fired off et the
Nevy Yerd.

A peouliar incident occure¢ while Lincoln wes raising
the flag, MNr. Plumbley, & prominent man et that time in
Philadelphia, was standing near Lincoln.- He reached over
and grasped the halysrds to essist Mry-Binceln, but Iincoln,
ressing both lines into his left hand, and reising his hat
glightly, seid, "I do this alone;"™ then, taking the halyaréds
in both hends, continued his work till the flag, which was
rolled up in & ball, bad reached the top of the steff. He
then gave the halysrds in his right hend & sudden Jerk. This
freeé the flag, which now proudly floeted out to the scuthwest
on the morning breeze. The band then pleyed the "Star
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Spangled Benber," and the pecple shouted./
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The unfurling of tggg/ﬁlag'was cne of the grandast
of sighte. This was the first time that fleg had ever been

rove tc any halysrds. t had been presented to the city of
Philadelphie, a2 year or two before, by the crew of the oléd
frigete Congress, that was afterward destroyed by the

Merrimac in Hampton Rosads. L
A

The way Philadelrhia veme by this fleg was, the crew

of the Congrese, while cruising in the Chinese seas, made
this fleg, which was very handsome, and of silk,

They agreed that the first Americen Port where
they would be paid off should be presented with this
flag, and Philadelphie happened to be that place; so,
when they came into port the crew marcheé up from the
Navy Yard, with band playing end the flag stretched out,
and carried by the crew, who grasped the edges as they
came up Chestnut Street. They occupieé the full width of
the street, for the flag stretched from curd to curb. It
was presented to the Mayor and City Coucil &t Independence
Fall. I shoulé like to Eggyzgow many ere slive to-day

who saw &nd remenbe abo incidgents.
<Qw‘2{r{\ . E. JOSEF, BUFFALU, Fi—¥.

e 1




	16.3713.0003.pdf
	16.3713.0004.pdf
	16.3713_0004.pdf
	16.3713.0005.pdf


