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whether you are native or foreign=born you may lose I, Hundreds B

HOW AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP MAY BE LOST

You have been hearing in this series of Friday i_.-‘ ‘nodbn
Faiks various ihlaa% QA rican cltizenship -~ its wmm *
how an allen may become o cltizen - but little, 1§ M
has been sald sbout how this citizenship uuf be lost, m i

do every vear. 7 e
For those of us who are native born the matter Is . e |

simple sag. We can lioc our American citizenship only In M
wayss~ ‘Bifst, by voluntarily becoming a clitizer of ch |
countey which Is poulblt 1 we can satisty the reguk o § s

the naturlalization lu*! the country we want to adopts m'
Second, by voluntarily taking an oath of alleglance to o mm :

government,

Many an American boy who enlisted for mthrv ur!lc in

a forelign country d&fﬂ"ﬁ/!fhc late “'(_‘_'_"_’,L'j tm“"‘:‘

took foreign oaths of alleglance and so lost his Americen ¢

ship. An oath of al leglance taken atter we went into the
not eou’l - one of our laws saying that "No American citizen s
be allowed to expatriate himselt when this country Is af md‘
We have heard-properly enough.a good deal of M!l ’ ﬁn
past over the fact that we native born American women had llt
citizenship taken from vs for reasons which did not tpplv h
Yor instance 1f we married an allen we were .u!m!ulﬂt.y
out, though that did not happen to & man. Nine m
September 1922-Congress did away with this diser

_, ﬂu li’c mw
- m ‘ - \""




this )ast ditference between the rights of native born ﬂ

M M
women. You Can marry & man of any rece on carth and ”m
Your citizenship, & 5 andd

As you sece the matter lll\ll-plc for us who MMW
born but the situatieon Is very ditferent for the hulm
Mcrlcmh more complicated. He may lose his clﬁ
ship In the same two ways as native~born Mu'lc.u/ '”l
other reuon:ﬂ"lrﬂ, l+ that Huu were irregularities oi :
kind in the securing of his certificate of utw’oluﬂm

f'q"f“"" are detinite -~ precise ~ and th m' m
no Irr8gularities ';i froauds It these ¢-n bnh-“u. ‘“,“‘ R

of naturlal fzation is promptly cancellede For lastance, QN M

requires that every applicadt for naturalization must file s
. dna
recent case a man was granted citizenship by the judge In ;Quc
of the fact that he submitted no certificate of arrival ln!“{h

certificate of arrival w

spite of the fact that the naturalization exeminer protested
against his being given citizenship. The case finally tﬂ mi
the United States SupremenCourt which held that the m't&g,_,_f_"

ship had been 1llegally procured and must be cancel leds

in another case a man obtained citizenship l.li';‘

judicial district In which he was not a residents This is igel
the law and his certiflicate »as cancelleds In 2 l'blrd Itﬂfi:':g”
was granted citizenship after a +inal hearing in ﬂn , :
chambers. The law requires a public hearing ll open ¢
case eventvally e bgtore the United Siqt 3 ups
cancellation wo;qu an Court "v:-.
slightest right to uhu.lnﬂu uniess uﬂ‘
are compiled with; every certificate of citi



as granted upon the condition that the Go
It 4.0 ond demand its cancellation wnless E

with svech requi ruunh‘.' S k-

ments to the IW&Mﬂ tnesses con adw evade
without almost surely being discovered ond th2 G-l!lmlﬁ
refused or 1§ by error granted ~ lost, i |
fhere are @ number of booklets which deseribe
the steps by which one may become a cltizen of the mlma
One of the best of these is published by the !oﬂtgl Lang:
information Service, at 222 Fourth Avenue, New Tort &” _'
} am prejudiced for | am & trusteec of that orgulnim_i
at their rcqunl‘ t am talking fo you but It Js & good
coples of It may be secured by writing to e o
ServiceorfitetsSstor short, This booklet costs u"
me repeat the name and address = FololoSes 202 !m
New York City. |
A second way in which a foreign=born
into trouble and frequently lose his t-l,t'i.lﬂ?l:rﬂh_f

-wlﬁd States.

s



natural ized citizen returns to his pative codg
a m nal «

hul.a country and take

¢ certificate of citizenship may be cancelled on the ground

‘L:P: This provision of the law, however, applies only to natura
‘5\? cltizens who remove from the United States w!!t!!‘
\: scquiring citizenships
g let me fllustrate what | mean by an instance w
g— happened only a few weeks ago. A woman came to the Mﬂﬁ
e informat lon Service wishing to go to Norway to visit her fa 'ﬂ!
f@"_ wes seriously 111 there. Ouwr Department of State In washi

==

5 hod refused her an American passport, Her tather, Qmmhn
-l by birth, was naturalized as an American citizen in 1890, ",;;_’

) e
4 than 40 vears ago and for meny years hadé his headquarters fa  this
o country. A few years ago he was Injured and returned fo '-
& - w o furd

Sl where his wite was living, and has remained theres M __

= daughter who had come to this country In 1928 when she was shill
Lh‘ s minor. Her citizenship, consequently, followed that of hes

UGT fathers, tn refusing her a passport ovr Department of

B : i

= that since the father must be presumed to be wso longer

cittzen because he had been living in Norway for so M.
daughter also had lost her claim to American cﬂllﬂlﬁbﬁ.

The Foreign language nlanoNoa Service,
dcnh!er came for sssistance, took wp the uﬂcr ﬁﬁ
of State, pointing out that the father had rm_._ .

m. satisfactorily established, the Shh :



daughter a temporary American pnM - 'M Is *. ”-,ri
visit her lalnt and &cmm?‘imub i

Noi oll cases, however, turn ovl so u"

A $emous case in our courts was that of a Germen !“

e He came to this country In 1885 and was naturalized In
?;:’1 1909 he and his wite returned to Germany, becsuse o’ m 1
b end death of one of his wifets parentss They mhdh '
to settle the estate and to sell some ;':mcrh tﬁ“b M
acquired uvntil the war broke out In I1944, when they Mﬂ °
an American pass\they were refused on the ground that 'MM

sbandoned thelr American citizenship. They weered ~Fenaln
e t the war but they sgain uaikd torsnd
Amerteon—pessport in 1919 and 1920, Both times thay were
| A8 they co

i During his absence, certain property which Mr, ltlmm
the United States had been contiscated by the Allen Property

Custodian, On his return he brought suit for Its rmr :
federal courts finally decided that in spite of his im
f rom—$hisvounfry, he had not intended to abandon Hnt |
put was still an American citizen and thot m proper

returned to him,
Another denger a naturalized American

i1t he returns to his native land is bclm’ki‘d M |
seevices This may be because the government tg%
owed al legiance does not grant to Its mmn the
wﬂruiion without special _ptmlulm 4t '
governmeat, while witling that 1{Snationsls
citizens, does not recognize that sueh eb




holder #rom oblligations to muuv muw B

The Unlted States n{ concluded natural
freaties with a number of countries under the tmﬂ ‘
natlonals of those countries who are now American cti ze
not llable for turther military dutye Dratt ﬂmi ﬂ’
are not, of course, protected by these treatics la th
thelr return to their native countriess | :

france, Poland, Roumania, Switzerland, lh#'l M.'
the Netherlands recognize the right of their native-born h
citizens o! other countries, but do not consider It o mﬁ

mil¥tory service. Any native of these six soun'ries «mm'
sbroad who has evaded militory service by emlgration or who has
falled to respond to the notice calling him to milftary W
Is l1able on return to the country of his origin to oﬂ'“l‘ “'

compul sory military services In Switzerland he may pay a m

place of such services :

fFormerly 1t was naturalized clitizens of uum
whe were espectally 1ikely to get into trovble of $his sorhy
the 1tal tan government has In the past two years comsid :
1ts policy. While not relinguishing her claim to -ﬂﬂnﬁ.
$rom American citizens of Jtallan blrth. ttaly has o

American diplometic or consular officer of vhat M




@

? It he does, he does not foréelt his Amerlican tl!‘fmlﬂpa Mm
é% burden of proot 1s on him %o show fthat his nlfi!lrv llr'i‘l"ﬂ‘ ‘
o really enforced. In most countries accurate records are m&“ i
S protests agalnst such service and the appropriste uthﬂ"u l“l
; furaish the Us S. government with such Information upon nth
E‘f Records at the American ministry, embassy or at the American :

‘Ei Consulate shovlid al so show that the person In question elther In

\; person or by letter protested against being made to serve in l’h

I foreign army and asked the interwention of the U, S, government,
g Entorced military service does not apply oﬂv to

E:_ natural lzed citizens, The attention of the State D!pu'hqﬂ is

& €alled daily to numbers of cases in which persons born In the

g United States of foreign parents ere Impressed tnto the milltary

g service of the countries of thelr parents® natlonality,

These cases involve what Is called dval mational ity.
A boy born In the United States of 1tallan parents who have not
vet been naturalized Is an American citizen by reason of his birkh
here but an Itallen subjeect by reason of his p@rcﬂcc'c. ttaly .
¢loims him as an Itallan subject, becauvse his parents, at ﬂit.‘
time of his birth, still owed alleglance to itelys The Uﬂl‘t&’fﬂ-
States makes a simifar clalm in regard to the children of
American citlizens born abroad.

All Americen citizens who ore subject to dual g
elleglance of this sort, should if they vistt the country of
'I'hlr'pcruh nationality, take particular core fo p!&hi
American citizenship In cose militory service ond en “HU'
alleglance is required of them, 38




Some years ago two brothers were born u
States of Lithvantan perents, The perents refurned to
Lithusnia, taking thelr two sons with them and putting Qm
school In Lithuanias Both boys fought In the Litheanion
!l_l.e war between Lithuanie and Péland, Subsequently the M
brothers wished Vo ulnlru to the United States. The i.hﬂd
States granted the younger boy, who was still Uldﬂ' M’m
an American passporte It held that while he had ht« o %
of asllegliance to Lithuania, he had done so as a mineor and ’U#
#s he was under age, he still had the right to elect mﬂtﬂ -
citizenship and return here, But the older brother was over m
one and had taken his oath of alleglance In the Lithuanian cfﬂ
after reaching his mejority. He was held, consequently, to im
lost any claim to American citizenships The younger brother, ",'ﬁ,

his return to this covntry, trequently came to the hrtlgn lm
informat jon Service to get help for his older brother, There
was not hing that, could be done and the Lithuanian quota Is too

small ond the waiting Iist ‘too long to offer much hope that m |

brothers can be revnited ln this countrys ' Bty 4
There Is one more point that It is important lto ‘:. ke !

meke, 1f you are a oaturalized American citlizen and 'll' "

wisit the country of your birth ~ go to the Dcpart-cﬂ 0' _

State for your passport = not to the consulate of your utm i

countrye It witd cost you more but it will be vour prot
Most torelign goveraments, I|ike m_m.. e

an applicant for @ pumrt to take on oath of alle
PN ..u&‘

this oath, Mhm already Mujoa amﬁ
s

Furthermore, the united States Commis

dm'




'ﬂsmﬂ mey find thelr nhﬂ to mm
14 not lmpossible, uader our munm

| heve said enough | hope abov
mﬂcﬂd matter to convince the natural
tad'?i;h friends that it is only by @ mhﬂ‘

our laws that he can keep his position as nn

Stotes.
I any of you would "ﬁthm

!Ql’tlﬂl Language Information MM !ﬂ'

City. The Service will be very ghad to »ﬂﬁ
becone an American citizen or to protect vou from
¢l tizensh ip, once It s galmed,




