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November 17, 1926

Mr. William Fortune
indianapolis, Ind.

My dear !'r, Fortune:

Please do not think that I do
not appreciate your cordial letter of Jctober 19. As 1 wired
you on that very day ! was out of .ew York. I was getting the
firet vacation I have had since that memorable trip in Kentucky
and South-western Indiana under yo.r wonderful and generous conduct.
I am nnw back, pretty well rested and getting at the ratters that
await me here »n my desk.

1 went nver the material tnat you sent me, and it is all
very much t> my purpose. AsS 1 understand from your letter you are
willing that I should keep tuese transcripts. 1 am sure thnat when
1 get to work on ther I shall wanat to consult you = I hope-not 80
as to be a burdeu.

1 see by tne program of the South-western ILudiana :istorical
Soclety tiat y u are tn speak-at the annual neeting on tne 17th.
1 suppose tunat what you have to say will Le printed in the report
of the .eeting = I shall lonk for it with eagerness.

I an going on wit. my quest of jest books tuat night at one
time or another have falleu iato wincoln's hands. 1 see from
Karl Sandberg's study - a very iuteresting tning, by the way « that
he thinks taat Lincoln carried around with him, at least in the early
years of his law work, a copy of tue snglish "Joe Miller." There
were a rond many editions of this "Joe liillery" there are two or three
of them to be found here, but whether there is a complete copy I do
not know. I have an old Arerican copy published in 18656 wnich cone
tains a nurber of stories credited to Lincoln. What I think I shall
.try to do is to make as complete a collection of jest books of the
period as I can. I think Senator Leveridge is right in attaching
a great deal of importance to your story of tne copy of “King's
Jester” or "King's Jeste" falling into tne hands of Lincoln in
Southewestern Indiana. The important thing, after all, is Just what:
you say. You are right in attaching importance to the pionear-lﬁg,
of the region. o
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All the points you make as to what should go into euch a :

study as I have in mind - the primitive pioneer life of the regio
the character of the country, the characteriatics of the people
social and political surroundings, the outstanding leader o
people - all these things belong to a thorough study. I eurmis
1f 1 started out with a magazine article I should be loath tt
lie there, that really it would develop sooner or later into afh\o

I nope, my dear ¥r Fortune, you are quite well. Plea
remenber me, as always, most ‘kindly to I'rs. Lilly, and beliova'mq,
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Sincerely yours




