


MR, LINCOLN'S GOD,

Herndon? I thought so. Well it seems to ..
read on that subject is Mr, Lincoln himself,

provin' Mr, Lincoln thought like they do m*&m
Billy Herndon's like that and so're a lot of
people out here -- allus a fightin' about m't
side callin' him an unbeliever, other sil_l’t‘-:'
- subscribed to all they had, .

" There's a géod many reads to God, I nehm
travelled on Billy Herndon's a while, try'ncn

curious man I ever knew, You couldn't ex\poci a

¥

to look into religion,
*We didn't get much teachin' on that subje



D
his mother used to tell him Bible stories nights and M&Yﬂ 4
about the only kind she knew I expect, teach him n-rne_? 4.-— hd.ﬁ nu _
whole chapters -- always quotin' om.._ They had pr'ayors-l_ih_"ﬂn__tl e
did, for Thomas Lincoln was a prayin' man, if he didn't hsﬂlﬂch
eduoition. : ' f |

“ Nobody can grow up like Lincoln and me did with a. goodprw:ln'
Bible readin' mother without havin' them ideas take a p:.-‘!_'_tfy :"f_'. |
. strong hold. You don't forget 'em, can't., Mr, Lincoln.ﬁoﬂi‘. -
aiad, i |

* But that aint sayin' he wan't willin' to listen to_ poubio_ _

~who had figured it different from Tom Lincbln and the circﬁif _
riders he heard preachin' hell fire and brimstone, You eoul.dn't |
expect him to hold to that kind of religion inm.., Mn_’:t'b'ilg_"

enough for him or reasonable enough,

" They'll tell you he got to be an infidel niglity young ==
that he wrote an infidel book, Well now let me tell you lm- |
thing about that, You've got to remomber the way we 'boyl m'
up out here, Pretty rough, Pretty rough, Discoverin' 11!0 is
apt to be fairly risky for a boy anywhere, and ‘when he den't hnﬂ‘_,,
anything more to civilize him than we did ho'a runnin a rnr ey '
show of goin' through a spell where he's a tough and i

character -- just animals, A lot of us was like that out .h m

You ought to have seen us at Camp Meetings and rﬂ':l.'nll., 1
the 51:13, gettin' the elders mad, all sorts of dwﬂ_‘ﬁw,‘
to break up the meet:l.n" i

" Mr, Lincoln never jined in that kind of horse
. like it. Stopped it When he could, And he hed |



~passin' away,
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Toughest gang there liked him He'd beat up their ludor onu
and you know how that makes a young fellow rupootod 80 nﬂl
lick every last one of us and we knew it, but he nonr lot hﬁﬁ
self up above us on that account, no airs at 111 He bohl.vﬁ.
But that ain't sayin' that he tookahall-tiro rol:l.g.ton Iw ﬂ”
than we did, It hit him different, seemed to make him nm nﬂm-
and then he'd got to readin' books, rru-think:l.n' books, I
don't think it was at' all surprisin' that considerin' the nu
of books that circulated out here in those days he got to 'bl .
pretty free thinkin', Two or three of 'em we heard a lot m&t
in those times took pretty tight hold on Mr., Lincoln acooﬂin' to
my way of thinkin', There was Tom Paine's "Appeal to Rsuon._
Wouldn't that sure set a boy like Lincoln to thinkin' lurd s i
make him feel he'd got hold. of nnethlng bigger than thc o:lreuit
riders had ever give him, And there was another == nm‘bodar'l '
"Ruins" -~ I rorget the name, Velney? Yes, that's it, Volmy'l ;
Ruins, | L
" Do you know I think that book took an awful heold on h-‘m. I
reckon it was the first time he ever realized how iong the s
world's been runnin' how many lots of men have lived and utuﬂ,
countries, and built cities and how time and time o,gsin m

all been wiped out. Mr, Lincoln couldn't get over eh-t.f'
heard him talk about how old the world was t:lm m m
and how nothing lasted - men - cities = nationl. m
or another - men comin' along just as Mtcmstcﬁ‘

we are in doin' things and then little by 11t=a-L"




'rrwh as anr. sy -

-t :
' He was always -peculatin' about that kind of th:l.ng. I m
ember in when he came back from con;ﬂn hﬂ :
stopped to see Niagara Falls., Well Sir when he got home he cmu"_t».
talk about anything else for days, seemed to knock po.‘uticl ol-'ﬁl._
out of his mind., He'd sit there in that chair by the stove
t‘hut winter and talk and talk about it, Talk just like 1%:'"" S
Pprinted in those books 1little Johnnie Nicoley and his uidq"_x_.i__tt-
tner got up, I never cared much myselfiffor all thou_-tﬂuiﬁ '
they- wrote, Wrong, am I? Valuable? Of course, but wasn't cgbm_-'

of Mr, Lincoln in 'em to suit me, I wanted to know what he Mﬁ

'about everything in his ‘own words, But I tell you when I n;w thdu
books, things he had said and wrote all brought together nice and
neat and one after another'I just took to that. I've gi;t "Ofl“hiri
in my desk, often read 'em and lots of it sounds Just as uturll,

almost hear him uyin' it, just as if he was settin' thoro 'by

the stove, |
0] : Sk
Now what he says about Niagara in the book is like t’lut,_-‘

Just as if he was here, You can read in it how when cuun‘bﬁs _

first landed here, when Christ suffered on the Cross, wen l'iadi:?' ‘
crossed dry-shod through the Red Sea, even when Adam was f&ﬁt ;
ludo Niagara was roarin' away, He'd talk Just as it .‘LI pﬂ.& e

there, how the big beasts whose bones thoy'n roun‘l :lan \-

| lmst have looked on the falls, how it 's older than “.'

than the first race of men, They're all dead and gone
bones of many of 'em left, and yet there's !:lw;

'.’ He _uud to prove by the way tholv_nt'orr‘
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the rocks that the world was at least fourteen thousand you'l '
0ld, A long spell, but folks tell me it aint nothin to what is
bein' estimated now, Makes men seem pretty small &h't it. M :

‘uml to wipe 'em out as careless like as if he were cl.l_ui:lnf a

slate, How could He care and do that? It made such a nito of a man
no bettern' a fly, That's what bothered Mr, Lincoln, I know h_ov'

he felt, That's the way it hit me when I first ﬁcgnn to'unﬂtf-
stand all the stars were worlds like ours, What I couldn't .lt‘ |

and can't now is how wa can be so blame sure ours is tﬁo on_]-.}
worldwith men on, And if they're otherll and they're wiped out
regular like ours, well it knocked me all of a heap at first,
'poared to me mighty unlikely that God knew nnyth_ing_nbput m.. j

“I expect Mr. Lin® ln felt something like that when b studied
how old the world was and how one set of ruins was piled on top of
another, | o .

" Then there was another thing, Lots of those old ‘c:l.t.tc-'. ‘and
0ld nations weren't Christian at all, and yet accordin' to thon -
ruins it looked as if the people was just as happy, knet jut al
much, had just as good laws as any Christian nation na, uu af |

them a blamed sight better, Now how was a boy like I.inoeln gom

to handle a problem like that ‘Well I guess for a time ho h i-:.7';:-f ‘

it l1ike the man who wroto about the Ruinl, never nnﬁ

me he should have written a free-thinkin' book after ﬁq' cin

readin'. I reckon he had to write something to get m,. W

Allul had to have things clear, :
: n'!on know that story of course shis Siak Mok:,




' 'bM nnd no‘bedy uround here ewr talked u‘beut. ﬂu )
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First time I ever heard it was back in 1846 ihlc'.n_' hh

Peter Cartwright was runnin' for Congress. You know u‘boutm
wright. el |

Well sir, he made his campaign against Lincoln in '46, not in |

politics at all -- made it on chargin' Mr, I.:lncoi-n with bﬁ.u'
an infidel and the proof he offered was the stery of h:l.l vxit,&‘

a free thought book when he was a boy, least wise not Iuch mri,. b
only 21 or 22, He didn't pretend he'd seen 1t of o,ﬂ,..':.‘w§ _;i;“;

the reason he hadn't was that it was never printed, only n&’u;’:‘::
and that not many peop].o ever did see it becme s:u nm'm
store keeper down to New Salem thinkin' it might h\u-_”
had ,nmtchad it away and thrown it into the atm md L
up. Now what do you think of that? : ' _

"lcll cartwright didn't gat elected - got boat@n .




-second floor - facin' the Court House,

- to0 read.

| Mentor Graham, Lincoln's old schoolmaster, I.dqn“p
it emact, but near as I can recall he said Lin
anm day vhen he was livin' at his house going

-7.-

Lincoln was runnin' for President that I ever houra ot. It&,

after he was dead that they raked up that story again !ﬂn ﬁf

friends did it. They was writin' his history == Ward Lnnnuiknﬁvh
him well, used to drop in here almost every time he was ﬂli,,"f7f

and Billy Herndon. Of course I knew him, He was lr. I-ilom‘ﬁ o

law partner. You can see their office out of the wdndow thltl,u

Well, as I was sayin', Ward Lamon wrote a book dhout lr.¢ 
Llnéoln and he put in that story about Sam Hill burnin' ﬁv thnt
book, It never made much difference to me, I allus thought 3t
likely he did write something along the 11nou-ho'd-botn-rttﬁinl;"
after. But sakes alive, you ought to seen the fur fly out hnri..3;  

' A1l the church people riz right up and proved it want ln, qa¢=“f
'Billy Herndon 1lit in and proved it was so. Thcy got 011 tho qld

inhabitants of County who knew Mr, Lincoln te
writin' letters, Funniest things! There was a lot of pctylt i
who said it want a book at all that Sam Hill snatched ltl7 f?'w L

Lincoln and burned up: it was a privato letter of Hill thhtjbﬂﬁ
somethin' in about and somehody give it to ;;

'Onﬁ of the moet interestin' things accordin ;o .,gif
thinkin' was a letter that came out in our paper zi

"l fft lbnut the tngar of thn Lnrd; lnd th#n



nobody, Billy Herndon wouldn't listen to anythtng,_bﬁ#jiﬁqﬁ

_put on his tombstone "He died an unbeliever,"

i el
that he had written something along that line and wiihoa

Graham would read it, Well sir, Mr, Graham wrote in that lottot
that this thing Lincoln had wrote was a defense of univcriul lil-
vation, that far from an infidel book it proved God was too ¢n01

and just to destroy the people he'd made, and that all the niltry.~‘

Adam brought on us by his sin had been wiped out by the atchi-
ment of Christ. Now mind that was a honest man writin"fha;
letter, a man who'd been Lincoln'b friend from the ntart; To be
sure it was some time aftef the event = préttj near 40 yelrﬁ'iud

I must say I always suspicion a man's remembering anything fqry

exact after 40 years., But one thing is sure, Mentor Graham kﬁcw

Lincoln in those days, end that's more than Billy Herndon did,
“Alwayn seemed to me about as reliable testimony as anybody
offered. I contended that most likely Lincoln did write Julﬁ'ihisﬂ

" Mentor Graham said he did, and that the brethern thought it was

dangerous doctrine to make out God was that good and so thty

called him an intidel Nothin' riled those old fellows roligieualx

like tryin' to make out God didn't damn everybody that didn!t :

believe according to the way they read the Secriptures, Bdannd

to hate to think about Mr, Lincoln's God. I almost felt aoantinnl'ﬂi_

as if they'd rather a man would say there wern't no God thla ﬁl

make Nim out as Mr, Lincoln did,
Y You can see how Mentor Graham's letter didn't"nttﬁgg

Mr, Lincoln had wrote an infidel book. Said cvsrthﬁjh
he knew Mr, Lincoln was an unbeliever, and that he
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g;g ' The boyd used to get to rovin' about it in here -omntin!l .
ﬁ% around the stove until I could hardly keop track of my porscrip-
?iz : tions, The funniest thing you ever heard was one night vhon __'
QE: they were at it and an old fellow who used to live in lew salcn
,Vﬁ : dropped in, so they Put it up to him, esaid he lived in !b'ﬂllmn
:é; ins'33, said he knew Lincoln, Wanted to know if he evor'hoard
;§? of his writin' a book that Sam Hill burned up in the stove in
i;; his store, The old fellow listened all through without lqyin"a
!%i word, and whgn they was finished he said solemn like "Wan't no

o stove,- Sam Hill never had one. Couldn't 've happened, "

Ei - "wera sir, you ought to seen their jaws drop. Just let starin'
IQ% at him gna I thought I die a laffin' to see ‘em collapse, I Iilh
E§1 ur Lincoln could have heard that old fellow "Wan't no stove, "

Eg How he'd enjoyed that - "Wan't no stove,"
%ES "But for all that I never regarded that witness over high,
lés Of course Sam Hill must have had a stove. otherwise there , .. 5
;E wouldn't have been a place for folks to set around.

I

"It wasn't the believers,.it was the free thinkers th at

riled me, what they said when you came back at them with faets

we all knew == how Mr, Lincoln was a regular church-goer
his boy Eddie

after

died - rented a pew in the Pirst Prnsbxteriin

Church over on Straet, got a mark on it now ﬁhat'--

\

\

5 b

‘ SRR
Pew has, showin it was. his; how he allua went to chnrch ognar e
Sunday in Washington. We used to see it 1n the .

ident and Mr,

ptpor

Prosbyterian. I went around to see it that tiun I ".f_ﬁ

ihnhington to visit him, Didn't ‘seem to make any differ

"”{’ !h;y Jnut latrod at that ‘Ward Lamon said in h&q '
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Lincoln went to church it was to mock, and when he came lm 11: .
waa to mimic. His very words, And Billy Herndon wan't ne ’bﬂ»tu' I
heard him say , shouting out in a 1eeturc in this very tom ﬁln
the excit.ement. was. on back in the '70's that he'd heu‘d Ir “ : '
Lincoln joke and gibe at Christianity in a way that would nhock _
a Christian people. Them's his very words, and when I .m_m 'ﬂ _
I got up and left, I was glad though they put the lecture hltho
paper, I wanted to hear what he had to say. It took me smt:uu
to read, I'd get so stirred up I'd have to put it dovm, oouldn'
g0 back until I'd cooled off, | L
“"When I read that book of Ward Lamon's I was mad clean thmudl
never so mad in my life, He came in here soon after I'd r-id.‘ ii, t
wanted quinine, "No sir", I said, "you can't buy qu:lnine in th-‘la B
store or nuthin' else - what's more you can't come in th:l.s Itoﬂ
I don't want no man here who'd write what you did abont. !r I.I.n— !
coln, makin' him out a hypocrite, You ought to know Juat as ~n11

as I do, Mr, Lamon, that whatever Abraham Lincoln belimd er

didn't believe, he wan't no hypocrite - more'n than that, you ’

know he wan't the kind to poke fun at honest folks., It m't lm

him, I don't want you in here,"  "Come, come Brow", he n:tt,

"you don't mean that. How could you know Lincoln like I d“! ;
travelled with him, been with him all through the time h- m

Washington, I knew what I'm talkin' about, " et

"Well, Mr, Lamon," I said "mebbe you think yoﬁ,dc;f,'f"
think you do, but the trouble with you and Billy KQMml
you don't know tho meanin' of things y of some '_t-‘_; f]




- Mr. Lincoln?' he shouted,

; =lle i
I never did a thing like that in my life, but I lint om m
sorry. Sometimes when I git to thinkin' about it I'd ‘1“ LS,

to have a chance to do it again, ety
"I reckon that what they was thinkin' or w‘hcn they uid ﬁ»‘. %
Lincoln poked fun at Christian people was some of his jokin'
innocent enuff if you understand it, I've heard him say thingﬁ fnt
fit to kill about something t.‘nat had happened in church or te I .
minister or somethin' . He saw all the fun there was 1n ﬂ'ory- "
thing just natural He'd a seen it at his own funeral. But that
wasn't mockin' at anybody necessary,
"I was speakin' about Peter Cartwright a minute ago, Well
8ir, I heard him get back at the elder right in church so that I.
laff still when I think of it, You recollect I said Cax-twr:l.ght'
run against him for Congress, Well, he run that eampaign or
tried to on the issue of Mr, Lincoln bein' an infidel, l‘ha.t
winter he was holdin' a revival meetin' here and Mr, Lincoln came
in and set in the back of the church, When it came timé to ask
s:l.riners to come forward, the elder got pretty excited. "'hez'o '
be yo'u goin?" he shouted, "To Hell if you don't repentland gm.
to this altar” At last he began to call on Mr, Lincoln to &mo
forward, Well you know nobody likes to be called out like tﬁia o
right in meetin', Mr, Lincoln didn't budge, just set thu'o ﬂu

elder he kept it up, Pinally he shouted, 'If Mr, L:I.ncaln imb
goin' to repent and go to Heaven, where is he goin‘f' Im; matiz
I suppoae that he was headed for Hell, "here be you ge:tn"

'qil Sir, at that Mr, Lincoln rose up I’nd"ll_*.d,g _:'5
‘"I'm goin' to Congress.” G



 get mad, that is, it does for the most part,

T o

For a minute you could a heard a pin drop and then = !!11, I;;u:t

snorted - couldn't help it, Ma was awful ashamed - said I Imﬂm‘
to dont it - right in meetin', but I couldn't help it = Jﬁit R
get there and shook and shook, The elder didn't make any mu— o
observations to Mr, Lincoln that trip, '
"Next day when he came in I said, 'll:r Lincoln, yon Juax
sorved the elder right last night, ghut him up and I guess m"rﬁ
right: you be goin' to Congress." e |
'Well Billy," he said, smiling and lookin' serious - I’ve i :
na&e up my mind that Brother Cartwright isn't goin' to nnkt‘thn D
*_rel:l.gidn ofJesus Christ a politicel issue in this biltricf is I
can help 1it,' . | :
'Iow it was things like that made people who did.n't nnur-
stand Mr, Lincin th:lnk he was pokin' fun, Think he was nukia' l»:t
the Chr:l.at:lan religion when he answered back like that to Brtthtr
Cartwright? ¥Not a bit, He was protectin' it aecording to ny w ot‘ '
thinkin', i
"I reckon I understand him a little because I'm more or lilﬁ

that way myself - can't help seein' things funny, I've dm Ir Iaﬂa :

of things Ma says people misunderstand., A while back om M f"-;;

| from New York I did somethin' I expect Billy H.m“_’”“_";'-'*“-

Lamon would have called mockin' at religion, Mr, Linco.
" You see I'd been down to buy druges and comin' h¢ :
theBible in the morning in my seat in the sl“p:in";;" S
a chapter every n;oz_'nin'. Ma got me in the way 64‘
it, does me good, keeps me from bustin’ out at
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"Well, as I was sayin', I was readin' my chapter, and I r

mebbe I was readin' out loud ihen I looked up and see the pdr‘t!h_
lookin' at me and kinda snickerin', ‘ o
~ 'See here, Buy,' I says, 'you smilin' at the Bihla Ihll yvu

set down there. Set down, I says. You see I aint uted te btin'l”
disobeyed, and that nigger knew it, and he just drqppod. IWI i _
Pretty stout man as you can see, weigh 200, and I reckon I enn ;1
throw most men my size, Why I'-n wrestled with Mr, Linciln, 3'! 2
8ir, wrestled with Ahraham.Lincoln, right out there in thtt qlltr,f

'Boy,' I says, 'I'm goin' to read you a chapter uut or thil
Bible, and you're goin' to listen, And I did it, 'Now, I lavn, :
'‘down with you kn your knees, we're goin' to have prayers,' 'bll ’ ?
Sir, you never seen such a scared darky, Down he wnnt,.;ndjaqﬁp”liﬁ
went, and I prayed out lo@ld for that porter's soul and befbrﬁ.i";f:
was through he was sayin' 'Amen,k" .

"Of course the passengers began to take notice, and - ubent i
the time I was done along came the conductor, and he 1lit 1&%0 Ii f:;
and said he wan't goin' to have any such performances in hii ont,f;fr

"Well, you can better guess that gave me a taxx. Et'd a i_,'
~man in that car £illin' himself up with lique¢ , half tho night, iJ
plain drunk and diaorderly. 'I ain't heard you mlkin' lny lﬂ!ﬁﬁ
objections to the drinkin' goin' on in thie car,' 1 llrl;”
don't disturb the peace a little, prqyin' wont, ! Andf ?
thrae passengers Just chimed right in and said, 'that';p
all good if we had more prayin' and lnaq drinkin A 'ﬂ~
Gl was quite poplar the rest of that trip,

"Now I reckon some would a boan'ghockadrbyfih




‘ter's sotll you was interested in half as much as gettin' a :ﬂtuoq

.from time Eddie died. He prayed and asked people to'pra,y’_fof him-—

=l4-
said when I told her, 'Now you know, William, it wan't that por-

fun out of him' Well, mebbe so, I won't deny t.hnrc was some n:lr £l
chief in it, But it wouldn't have ahocked Mr, I.inco].n. It'd unur«-
stood, Seems a pity I can't tell him about that, He'd cnjcycd 1t
8O,

"It's easier to understand their not seein' his jokes thun
it is their callin' him a hypocrite or lest wise makin' hin mat

You see there's a lot of facts for people to point to who mt

to make out Lincoln was orthodox, He went to church regultxf

did it again and again, He read the Bible, knew it well and was
allus quotin' from it, You can't read his iettera and mﬁmhﬁ-s
without seein' that all through the war he was takin' God into it
count, And then there's the kind of man he was. A good man '
accordin' to Bible ideas as I see it, If you can't call him a
Christian I don't see much show for the rest of us,

"But they wouldn't have it so, Ward Lamon said none of these

' things meant he was a believer, said they meant that he saw that

R I R

he could never get on in politics out here if people thought he

was a free-thinker, and so he took to goin' to church, to naja_l.ip*_'f‘ |
thg Bible and talkin' in Sunday Schools to deceive peoplo‘; cmu
him a'wily politician ', said he was playing a sharp wu
Christians out here - his very words 'playing a shgrp mlm
people that had knowed him since he was a boy. ' e

"Billy Herndon wan't no better, In that lecture I

about = one when I got up and left almost soon's mm tar
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jﬂ‘ because I couldn't stand it, I was that mad - in that laetu;lihi. _1

é% called it twaddle to quote things Lincoln said when he Ill~’*"* 

ii ident to prove he was a Christian, aaid he only said thingl fblt 5
E; way because he wanted to make people think he was like them = liiﬁ;;f
L he was nice in his talk when it was necessary and vul;ar ﬁhln tt i
‘Ef ~was not - said he'd seen him change a thousand times tron a politojh s
g; -kind Christian-like man to the same 0ld unbeliever he Ilil?l 'll. S
 §; “row I call that makin' out Lincoln a hypocrit- pretouﬂln' tO:F“
gﬁ - be what he wan't. If he'd really been what they said, he'd .1-93—1‘1'4j

gﬁ a church, Bat he wouldn't join because he o uldn't si.11oifﬂhqf7

F; creed, There's where he stuck . Twan't God nor the Bible nor

E} . Christ so far as I ever could see , but itfs what men haré made

= ‘em out to be, what they've read into 'em. You take that creed =

jg they say the Apoﬁtles made it , and they ought to know._huﬁ  |

accordin' to my readin' of history, that Creed we say didn't-:

-appear until the apostles had been de;d some hundreds ot‘yOarl; :

I reckon they settled that Creed same's we settle things 1ﬁ‘¢9n-
venti on now, argué and argue and argue, each man tryin' to gtt':rsﬂ
his idea through, and finally the lot of them coﬁpromiaingidn L'*W .
somethin', just to get 1£ through., I've always reckoned idnt-.:fii e
thing like that went on when they made the Craéd Xr. Liﬁéeln o

couldn't swallow it somehow, I know for a fact he said once zigktj

in here, "Billy, when I find a church that will accept cnr:-u*:”“
definition of the law and the gospel and don't ask nnﬁh&n' Qf
a man hat that he love God with all his' heart and hin h‘_ ;
himself, I'll join. it,' ‘
" That's Christian enough for me, if I do béxon;-ﬁg




-na ﬂm-,'- "hat n- Lineo 1n; mucm &3 um




"Do you think a man could write that just to bcpmn
No Sir, The men who wrote that meant it, He'd d:lppcd dm 1&
his own heart for that, ,

"They'll tell you all his talk about prayin' m jalt.: iﬂﬂ 5
humbug, more playin' a sharp gma on Christian poople. !ﬁt ‘—:'I
you any man who heard him askin' us here in Springfield to‘pw. >
for him that night in '6l when he left for Washington conldn't ulw

no dou‘bt about his interest in prayer, his wantin! it, Muof&n'

e PR e b

in it, He never changed - I recollect him not more'n a yau'

v

after "He ‘went’ in} he reminded a lot of ministers visitin' hil in

Y L A e ey

the White House how at the very start he had asked for thelr
prayers, and he went on to say to them how he placed the Iholt
dependence of the government in the favor of God, his very nall. B
I can't make out that he ever changed except to lean more l.ml mu ,_ : '_
on God, to think more and more abdut His will, and what he nl
tryin' to work out through the war, Ets i
: "There's no end of testimony to that right here in thts ’bmm.

And then there's the things along the same line th at he n.u. th

dirrerent men, All of these men couldn't have undnrat.eod m

most of 'em weren't the kind to be eauy fooled. ]toruvor, 1tm
like him to try to fool people, Mr. Lincoln was an honlat m-
allus took pains to have people know what he thought., n.o
what it cost, ‘hy he might have beat Douglas back in ﬂ-iﬂ"
hadn't been so &l 1-fired honest. He made all the n.pm
as they eould. be by settin' forth Douglnu 'r:lon -'m
v :'thnt he was able to dodge their meanin' rnr thn
'. I.:.neoln kmt what he was doin' He knew if _I.ui_n i
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;; - What Douglas' décérine.meant , the country would, Qnd it did, as yuav
G% reoollect; '

iz " Right along through the war he was allus set on n;kin': -
SR people understand ., Risked his election in '64, he was so honest,
:: Do you think that kind of a man - a man who said right along

é? ol that He'd join any church that would cut its creed down to what

&(3 Christ said was the law and the prophets, was the kind to gzo to

é; : church to read the B;ble and to ask people to pray for hin o

Gﬁ simply because it was politic. Do you think he didn't mean it in
8: that speech of his when he was inaugurated when he said Christiwnit
éi was one of the things that the country had got to depend upon to

E; pull it out of its trouble, Look in the book there, and see

'gé exact what he said would keep us out of war if we'd try 'em&- 7

= 'Intelligence, Patriotism, Christianity and a firm reliance
25 on Him who has never yet forsaken this favored land, are still N |
%; competent to adjust in the best way all oﬁr present dirfiqﬁlty‘

E? Do you think he was 'playin' a shark game on Christians' then, as
EL Lamon said, "Why taint reasonable, Don't go with his dlructer

He was a good man, There are men you can't help knowing ‘004,

would like, Mr, Lincoln was that kind =- God's man, near as wn got_;

'em, Hypocrisy ain't in a man of that kind, : ranediis
"Another thing made me respect Mr, Lincoln's religion'aah njﬂi g=f

me feel pretty sure he was gettin' it right was that he wna a;xuu"

seekin', You never see anybody so sot and unchangoablt as thn
free- thinkers out here were - worse'n Brother cartwrlghx,-
-th&t's sayin' a good deal, Knew it all, couldn't be ai €
what they figured it out, I've noticed it trequsnt-nayiﬂh
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with 'em all kinds of free-thinkers, includin' the tru-lomi 3

of whom we had a right smart sprinklin' at one timo. I'ﬂ naﬂm
about 'em all a lot of pride over what they believe, umu to
think they discovered the last word . Because they thougm '

érent must be they thought better, But they stopped thmk.ln' tﬂ
soon, Mr, Lincoln wan't that kind of a free- thihker, U.nd tt-
se;m to me more he knew the humbler he got. Wanted to m QJ;;
sides, slow to make up his mind - willing to change 1t yon mo hil

the reason.

He was allus mightily concerned about squarin' up _hi.n.-

with Gal 's views, Wanted to be sure his purpose was pure, He

said that he was proceedin' on the lines the Almighty would lsnc~5
tion 3

One thing he'd held out here in Illinois in all the arguin' on
siavery' was that it seemed to him it couldn't be accordin!' td- v

Divine w11 that one man ahoﬂld make a slave out of mothcr m

if you could say he ever was bittor against anybod.y 11‘. nl
against ministers and elders who upheld slavery, !o didn't
it lquarod with the teachln- of the Bible. Thorq dn-'-t-m;;’

in my mind that some of the reason Billy Herndon wu 80 A

¥r, I.incoln hadn't any real use for Christians was uh
him say about people who prayed loud at the om t&nﬁ
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bargains and defended slavory.. "
"When he got to be Prelideht hejwas always askin' hmur
whether he was on God's side, Puzzled him bad that -bo'th-}iiﬁ?
thought God was with 'em. He pointed out more than once h’ ‘l}hl

rebel 8oldiers was prayin for vigtory just as earnest u m

=

t(; the Union people did, And both couldn't be right, s

{f | "There isn't any doubt he often tested out whéther M :

S : agreed with his argument or not, by the way things omng It ﬂl
Eé that way about the Emancipation Proclamtion . You know hav Iu
% thought about that for months, and for the most part kept 11; to :
(C‘E himself. He didn't want to do it that way, was dead set on tho;'
g . North buying the slaves instead of takin' 'em, But he had tho
g Emancipation Proclamation ré'audy, and he'd told God ho'd let .tt i
:;—5 loose if He'd givé us a victory. Sounds queer, meb‘be, but ﬁuﬁ'u---i_'
& what he did. He told the Cabinet so, and they've told about u.
‘% A little mite auperstitiou; some would say., But, lr. I..tnoohl m
\lli : a little superstitious., Interested in things like signn ' ]

; : dreams - npacially dreams - seemed to feel they might ho trx:&n'

e, to give him a hint. They say after his boy Villie died down. ;ua

E ,Washington he got interested in npiritua.li.m. I lhoulﬁn't h. " :M

prised. He allus telted out everything new that. come llﬂc.

worry me if he did hold seances. You can be pretty mn W
fool him any, and if he found something that way rest of uln
see, why I don't see but he had. a right to it.He tr:lu
kua- of powder, new rifles. Why shouldn't he mru“‘
spiritualism if 'twas newho him, © "

'u I was nyin' there's no doubt. but he h?:



couraged just then for -him. Things was bad, awful 'bu.d.. cmuy';

- There was a 1ot of that feelin' in '64, People vnun' to g&n j

~to him, rionn' about the drafts, stirrin' up more kind- of t:m

out, You see I come from home and I didn't have no co:_m_cc_ti_ou; -

; _'liberty - 11' it teuchu myt‘ning. I never eould undt
saw it any other vqy. But good men - good, nriou_
" and 'ho, so far as I can Judgo y tTY as hard u I do
~ the right thing, believe I'm wmng - that God's
.m.ghu‘ s;:_u-t all I _ea_n- do 1:_ to gol,}ag

what God was tryin' to do by the way things went, Yon romnﬂwr
ho'w I told you once of havin' a long talk with him at n:l.;ht h
time I went down to Washington to see h:l.m He was pewrrul 41_!*

just plum worn out with war - gomes a time in war, cml_pﬁtw
often to some men, when they just turn against it, Can't sts |

the blood-lettin', the sufferin', and the awful wickedness ‘dr;

up anything - let the South go - let her keep her slaﬂs - &0 i’?.“ :
unything to put an end fo the killin'. I tell you a nan hn a
keep hil eye ahead in war - keep tellin himself over lnd over : ._
what's it all about, Mr. Lincoln had to, They were tnlld.n' pttoo"-"“

for him than he ever knew there was, I reckon, And. ‘nc falt M -
felt 1t bad, and that night it seemed to do him good to ttlk :I.%

with things down there, and !twas natural he'd open up “' ne“
16 A8aTEE'S to them on the Ehewnd. Ak i Ank. ' bl

*I've studied a lot ,' Billy', he said, 'whether this 1.. |
God's side of this war. I've tried my best to rigure it m; e
straight, and I can't see anything but that He must bo for ﬂl e
But look how things is goin', I can't believe God appmu ’et
slavery., I know my God don't - can't, The whole l!!.bh ea
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right, Whatever shall appear to be God's will, I'll do therl'n L
quite a number of people who seem to think they know ihnt Gud A

wantu me to do, They come down every now and then and toll Il lﬁ.; | |
I must say as I've said to some of them that it's mgrg!n 11!.1’ 1{ _  ;
God is goin' to reyeal His will on a point eonnectod with mw autythi £
he'd natural ly reveal it to me, One thing I'n sure of that ““!‘jl'.';"
Pulls me along is that this war is logical enough, Seems to ni to”‘“w

be accordin' to God's laws - has all along, We've been wrung

North and South about slavery., No use to blame it all on_sauth; '

We've been in it too, from start. If both sides had been willin'

to give in a little, we might a worked it out, that is if‘WO'd
all been willin' to admit the thing was wrong, and take our ihtri-
of burden in puttin' an end to it . It's because we wouldn't or
mebbe couldn't see the wrong that war ‘has come, _ >
'It's for our sins, Bills, this war is, We've brought it on
ourselves, And God ain't goin' to stopl because ie ask Him to,

We've got to fulfill the law, We broke the lai,‘and God wouldn't

be God as I see him if he didn't stand by His own lawu~and'mjkd ﬁa- 

take all that's comin' to us, I can't think we wont win thé wur;

Seems to me that must be God's way, but if we don't and the

T e he s R e e R A e e T it

S st e e e R T s e

Union is broken up and slavery goes on, well all it mﬁlnl Rccorﬂia'-iﬁj

. to my way of seein' ‘things is that the laws ain't satiuriad yot,*
- that we ain't done our part, Thare'll be more troublc uatil thi
reason of trouble goes, i

 'But I don't lay that up against apa, Billy, What it o
to me no's tryin' to do is to get men to see that thnrt .
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\; one another, You can't have a happy world u.nleu you'n got a 0

]E: Just world, and slavery ain't just, It's got to g0, I don't w

f; when, It's always aeemod to me a pretty durable struggle - di&

e : baok in '68, but I didn't see anything so badthen .s 8 n'w em

: , to. Even if I'd known I couldn't have done different, muy. _ ‘
ET: Even if we don t win this war and the Confederates set up a umtw
‘g .' : with lltﬂry in it, that aint going to end it for me, I'u M

i; to go‘on fightin' slavery. I know God means I should, R,
Mj - "It takes God a long time to work out His w:l.ll with nen un :
lg_- us, Billy - bad men stupid men, selfish men, But even if nfn
{(__; beat, there's again. There are more men who see it clear hn‘v : :
F; hard it is fo:é people to rule ‘themselnﬁs, more people d-tominod | "
é govemment by the peo ple shant perish from the earth , moro ._ |

E\ - people willin' to admit that you can't have peace when yet.l-'ﬂ'.r- :
‘Q: got a thing like slavery goin' on, That's smthing, that's goin’f‘-\"'
< to help when the next struggle comes, e b
E 'You mustn't think I'm givin' in, Billy. I aint, but Eﬁwk
3:_ : how things are goin', What if we lose the election, and yon nu;t

u admit it looks now as if we w uld, what if we lose and a cappwz- :
95- head Government makes peace - gives the South her s].aru- - 1.“
E the enemy sisters Greely calls them set wup for i

I've got‘ to t hink about thkat Billy,

*Seems to me I can't bear the idea that all thil blt a
should end that way, for I know lasting peace aint :ln '
'cir-oumstancu. That means trouble, more ‘trouble, .g-'
until we obey the law of God and 1et our brbthcr m

'Almu uomd to me that a man who could m
‘ :.i;s pratw big God, * '
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'And there 4int any doudbt he felt that way to the end Rﬁlﬂ#
to agree to what God allowed, ready to admit we couldn't nndnrt
stand God's purpose and 'twar our business to do best we eeuld iy

and wait, He said about that in his last Inaugural, You romtmbor. 

H
7
).

Allus seemed to me he got the whole Bible, both Testaments, boiia#f;ﬁiﬁ
down in that speech, You remember how he pointed out that both i. A
sides read the same Bible and prayed to same God, invokin' h#s.;iﬁif-ﬂ“?
against the other., 'The will of God prevails,' he said, 'God 7
cannot be for and against the same thing at the same tini;_It'l .
possible he has something in view different from what eithar'thb.f ‘
North or South had at the start.We didn't start out to fidht'hiii- | |
ery, We started out to save the Union and the South started out : .k j
to destroy it, He could have saved or destroyed the Union vtthpﬁt ;;1.%
a war, jet He lets the war come and go on, Looks as if His iill;
was to : this great wrong, and both North and soﬁth ‘.h»nc
got to pay for their share 1n it, ‘ .

'The Almighty has his own purpose,' he goes on,. "Woe unto the' _
world because of offenses ! For it must heeds be that offen:o: L
come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh,' Fondly do : i
we hope , fervently do.we pray that this mighty scourge of'wlr "
may speedily pass away, yet if God wills that it continue uﬂf&l_ j77-“ﬁ

all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred md firt;r

years of unrequited toil shall be sunk and until every dxep er”hliﬂﬁ;
drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn Iith tho '

as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must hoﬁh\

"The Judgnnnta of the Lord are true and righteous altngg,vﬂ




__'AM mdc your heart stop to lhton' 11; m
"!l'ov as I see it that's the Old ronmnﬁ* |

lntl hh orphans - to do all which may inhim a

pnoo mong ourselves and with all nat:loal. 5

"I can't help t.hinnn' that n un ‘who uu




