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February 6, 1980

Hon, Harold M, leckes
Seeretary of the Interior
'I“wn. D. C.

My dear Mr, Seeretary:

, An Assogiated Iress story quotes you as resp- nsidle for the
assertion that construetion of Parker Dan will be bemefieial %o
Ayisons end will not jeopardise this state's rights in the Celeredo
lgv:r. “uu would be very good news, if it were trus, Unfortunately

s not,

Possidly you have been dadly advised, It is known that among

zonr elose advisors are Flwood !‘ead, head of the Bureau of Heelamae
iom, and Senmator Johnson of California., During liead's eleven years'

inoumbensy, he has fought in the ranks of Arizona‘'s ensmies, In
Johnson's eampaign for reeeleetion in 1928 and sinse that Sime
Yas pelied on his suceessful fight to override Arisona’s mmﬂ L )
win and hold the suppart of the scuthem part of his state, Both
men are Californians and their ex parte advige may have been very
misleading,

\
You must krow that the B Projeet set proposes an alloces
tion of water to Arizona of 2,8000000 asresfeet, Gila River
system ageounts for 8,500,000 aey t, and the small balanee is
tied up in the Yums project and on the Little Colorado River, There
is another million acre=feet prog:bly available to she lower dasin
states, but 1t is very ruch in contrcversy, and Califorania expests
to get half of 1% or more, Our jportion would be too small $0 ware
rent a new irrigation projest, at wo want to obtain is pome

¥h6 waveP tha% {8 uow Qestined to flow nto Mexieo and mueh of
into the oeean, but Ayizona is so sewed up by the eompaet
Boulder Aet and by the influemee of the other six states
that we have not a chance in the world unless the oompaet
amended, ‘hen you say that the constmetion of S$he Parker
provide for diversion of water to the arid lands of Ayizoma, the
answer 18 that the other six stétes are determined to keep Arizona
away from the big trough and their power in Congress is a plenty,
There will be no water diverted except prodadbly to the Pqu
Indien leservation., The embargo deviscd by the upper basin states
and effectuated in the U.S. Congvess throttles Arisoma‘s develope
ment as effeotively as though Arisona had signed her death warrant
by ratifying the compaet,

If there were a genuine intention to divert water at rarker to
the lower Gila Valley, the dam would be Duilt at the lower of the
two alternative sites, The seleetion of the upper site is in a
¢lass with that other "friemdly"” gesture, the reising of the hn&?t
of the Boulder Dan at the last minute to such an elevation that it
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floods the best powsr dam site in the entire Grand Canyom of
Miﬂm;

I surmise that you will ask, Why interfere now; walt a while
and settle the difficulties in a leisurely wey. Why eall out the
National guard? Vell, Arizona is not a mendiecant, It is & sovereign
state, But we find ourseclves foreed to negotiate with the other
Colorado basin statess In deal with these neighbors, it is
importent to have something valuable to trade, we delay, until
the Park Dem is built, then they will have obtained everything
they want, and p dy they will give iArizona a horse laugh.
Arizona has suif several defeats already, and realizes that
this is our last stand,

If you desire to make good on your assertion that the new
construction will be benefieciel to Arizona, then please, lir, Secre-
tary, use the influence of your high office to secure a "new deal"
whereby Avizona may obtain some water from the main stream of the
Colorade River, even though less is mede available to lexieo and
as waste to the m:& please use your influence with the four
upper basin states try to induce them to modify the severity
of the ecompact with respeet to Arizona, If this is accomplished,
the emiroversy over water between California and Arizona will
automatically disappear, This sugge/.od new deal will not pree
gnuu the urper basin's interests; {'or they can be given carte

langhe to the use of water %o their heart's content forevermore,
There is no need to ask any other state to meke any sacrifice whate
soever, But unless the unwise terms of the compact are modified,
the State of Apizona, the state mos® in need of irrigation, can
never have go much as one persent w; its surface devoted to agri-
culture, After all, the future welfare of thie stute is of cone
siderable interest Qo the federal govermment and to the pecple of
the other 47 states, ] ~

The remedy is to increase the allogation of water to the
lower bhasin,

Respeotfully,

GQ EO PQ mgh’
Professor of
Agricultural “ngineering
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