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May 24, 1932

Miss Ida Tarbell
120 Bast Nineteenth 8t.
New York City.

lly dear Miss Tarbell:

In answer to your letter of May lsth, .1»
submit the following: ‘

Born in Boston, hssachusotta, qducated

in Providence Rhode Island at St. Teresa's grammar .

“sohool and La Salle Academy. My mother befors marriage
was a weaver in the Delaine Mills(Olneyville) partef . - =
Providence, Rhode Island. During summer vacations I

worked in the Riverside Mills, as a babbin  boy in the =~
Weave Shed,+in coloring room,in Taft'& Weeden's Mill in e »

the cayding room, in FPletcher's Mill Spinning Room, and =

in an Mher yarn mill,

After leaving school I went to learm the
plumbing trade, completed my time, and after a strike
while I served on the Executive Board found that I =
hgd been blacklisted, so I then traveled all over the
United States from 1904 to 1914.

I became Business Agent of the Plumbers

" and Steam Fitters Union in Februsry, 1915. Was involved

in a strike on May 1, 1915 which lasted thirteen weeks.
Since that time, there has been no strike. I am still

gusiness Agent of the Plumbers and Steamfitters Union
138.

On June 18, 1918, a committee from the
Pequot Mill strikers approached me at the Labor Temple.
I organized them in the United Textile Workers of
America.

' During the war the draft and war camp ,
work depleted the Plumbers Union to such an extent that
I resigned to take a position with the United States De-
partment of labor employment Service., In 1919, on the
completion of this work, I took over the position of RSN L
Business Agent and Secretary-Treasurer of the Textile Ry <o) 8
Union No.33 and am still serving both Unions. ' e B, ¥




; In 1917-18-19, I urnd u a nuhcr
",",__!mutta coutitutioml eonnntton. ;

¥ uniority rula, in 192’!, .
ln(t in 1929 Mtenttﬁc tinie & "
'rhuo throo thingl cover the __hith

L ‘the anpuuun of 1922, & aoﬂ ng A
'no«ptad and agnin in January 1932 amtm wage cut of .
- Was accep and now ‘we are ; - '
10% cut. Two cuts in ten years and both in depr pressions
aud cnused prineipally by the: demoralintzon of -tﬁgn
tir‘o unorgnnised sheoting Induatry. D A

T S If the shceting induatry would orgnn ,,u.‘_ snd
agreanentc affected as in part here, on . and hours
- and production measured with consumption, @. proﬂ‘h
1nduatry could: ‘be hnd for workora and mplqnth :

I hopo that this will help you in yonr surch..for*
infomtion. _ : .

JPO'C S S
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