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Dear Miss Tarbell:
I wies awgaln dis:., pol g
ing no clipping when I came 1n lasipegggiggatmlind-
brother wrote me that the newspaper was mov]..n'y
its office, and vhat wiuilngs were all at sixes6
nad sevens, but that uthe euaitor haa promis d to
get an extra copy ol the letter i1 possible
failing which he would iype 1t 1rom his lilés.

- But I shall wal. no lon_er, and shall glve
you some detalls us I remember them from a con-
versation when I vislted nim last lay.

He sald that there had been a "wild animal"
show in Springfield, and scme one haa suggested
that they train some dogs and cats and have a shoWw
of their own. 50 Hobart and Dolpi, the oldest of
the Graves tribe, and Bob lincoln, and 1our
other boys whom he named more uhan gseventy years
after the event, conspired agalnst the peace of ‘
the aogs and cats of the nelghborhood. They dian t
nave much luck with the cats, and they were soon
ignored. But the dogs would readily accept the
jnvitations of the 1ittle boys to the Lincoln
barn, not knowing whatl WS in slore ior them. Once!
Just unce would they coue with wagcging tu;ls and
happy anticipations. After that the dogs 1ouéht
shy of the hospitable children, and another 10 .
must be gathered. Amony, those gathered on the lus

g was & rather large dog,
of wnom the boys aecided to make & lion.
sk to hold him up ©

The dog woul
o attempt O

dn t roar, bul

in re hls bor-
u & the

nobart's ta
and make him roar.

growled. He make N
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while. It was hard work 1or the 1littlk fellow.
Seeing a rope, & brilliant idea flashed through
his mind, and the problem, as he thoujht, was
soon solved. Tying one end of the rope aroungd the
dog's neck, he ihrew the other over a beam, and
thus pulled the dog to the desired position. At
this moment Mr. Lincoln opened the aoor. He had
an old barrel stuve in his hand, and immediately
began plying it indiscriminately on the persons
of such boys as were withln reach. The boys
dashed ror the door, and evédently got of without
serious injury. Hobart was OO far from the door,
but another avenue of escape seemed LO Open to

. There w.s an opening i
2éﬁind the stalls, gnd through thls he started.
He. d and shoulders got through very promptly,
but there he stuck, offerriny & most temphlg%
target for tnat parrel stave. I Lhin{etga;nking
must have g ot the brunt of that wao P

bee. o
! a s tnat Mrs. Linco
That's about all. He say Loa s e in

reproached
was very BABTY. angok D wll acapteda to Sunday
as ob ever unhe

language what ¥ ne sent B
School. Later in the &y o rieved children to
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violent and unseemly language.

_ Miss Tarbell, I think that your description
of a woman dresse.. in silks and adorned with
Jewels wringing her hands on the sidewalk in front
of Ford's thewtre, was the first note of sympathy
I ever read or lMrs. Lincoln. Somehow I acquired
very early the notion that Mr. Lincoln's home life
was unhappy, and more than once remarked to
friends that it was not unlikely the the

country owed much to that unh.ppy home life; that
oyherwise ne might not nave given to jublic af-
fairs the energy that he ald glve.

It will probably take generatlions ior tuis
bulier to ale out. What a tragedy!.

Very sincerely,
Walter Graves.

P. S. I am sure that you will make generous
allowance for the many errors in this letter. G.



