Don't think that because John and Mary Baxter
are both orippled beyond cure and beyond bread earning =
all the sails to the windward they had been carefully setting
up tor sixty years gz ipped off - don't think therefore
they are getting nothing out of life.
 A®s a matter of famot lonking over my acquainte

ances with no orippled jointe or broken legs, with
budgets that still balance, I find few to whom the
adventure of living is more real than to these two.

Romance has something fo do with it for it
18 but six years ago that they were married both being
then in th;ur sixties. They had been betrothed in their
youth but had found other mates = lost them. Then John
saxter, now a New Yorker, rediscovered Mary still "up:State”
found her erippled: with arthritis, but her eyes were as
bright as ever and her hair, strangely erough, without & . .
thraﬁ of grey. | :

¥R11 of spirit, still absorbed in the Mh
of getting something out of life Mary consented h

w

John. He brought her, grippled as she was, to lnm :.i-' :
whers he had a job st $22.00 & week « & job which looked

good for life.
*

D




and then Shey began plamming fo meke 38
easy and gay - for MNarxy. i

John went early to work, but always before
" he went away he had not only gotten his own breakfast :M
hers and carried it to her bed on a tray. “Just like &

lady,” Mary tells you proudly. At sixethirty he was off
for the day and Mary could take her time about getting

up, dressing, doing the dieshes, brushing up. You exn learn
to manage when you have the will whatever paine there may
be in your bones. Mary does it with the help of her high
stool.

It is on that that she leans when she gets out
of bed, It is that that she pushes ahead as she .qu_.j |
from room to room. It 4o on that che sits as she does her
household tasks. Very proud of her skill with tm M
she u.pﬁmu her way back and forth with unconscious _m.
The stool takes on almost a -i&vlng quality. It is as tf- |
it were consciously taking care of her.

When John came home at night they had great
talks over the Day, he telling her *l‘ had happened to .
him « ourious things come the way of a M -n' -gg . |
great warenouse and John had an eye for them « things ..‘

"tell Mary®; she had stories of the housework, M 'M
left over for John to do » always something ﬂ

. -
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what had been happening in the street.

The apartment in which they lived had been
chosen for tﬁ‘:}l:&:nu of giving Mery “something te
look at® and to make it easy for John %o get her out
in hes wheel caair., When yo'wr windows open on & W
nnotm.ﬁln men; women and children swarm, where the

push carts gather, where there is love making snd visiting

ana fightang, bringing the Gops, fizes, bringlag the engines,

and you can sit in tue window and wateh and ih-:uhln
an eye for the scene as Mary has, why there is no end %o
tell at the end of the Day. Nary and John always visited

long over their meal at night.
If it happened that the day lLad yielded m

or nothing that was interesting $o talk sboub John always

ocould fall back on the doings of the Noble Order of Red

Menl To those who work in small ways and for such small

pay, whose social life is limited, to be a member of 0

Fraternal Order is a great and exciting thing. John ”

t4red of telling Mary of things thet had happened i She

years he had been a member of the Noble Order of Red lﬂﬁr | .:_--: <
of initiations, of kindly deeds and moat wm ﬂ' m o

of the great amnusl meetings. He has & picture of one on
the wall  the members and theiy wives. Nothing h
e? of in all their possessions m .‘;,‘




attesting to the fast of the high pesitien to whioh he

hac risem in the Noble Order « the position of Grand

" mary may be orippled but she has Ret hees
entirsly out ¢f the grsat oczasion. One of the grest

events of their married life came when some years m m
Noble. o:m of Red Men was’ %o mest in ummm. "
L{t41e chunce of John and Mary going. *But if you ave
a mt.mn man,”® said John, "you have rriends.” A friend
+  eame along one day to say, "I am driving to the |
Atlantic City Conference., You and Mary are to u-n M
a® my gussts. You don't have to take the whuel m; |
There are plenty of chairs in Atlantie City and boys S0 -
drive them snd we'll see that Mary sees everything.” ALl
that happened « never to be forgitten. %
But do not think for a mement Iuv‘l l.m

was oon:uncd to those four walls. After her stool Illl “
precious ponouton is an oldefashioned straight back
wheel chair « ancient model « not the most u-tmm
in the world I should say, Femeumbering how Mom_n g
wheel chair may bey but for Mary it has meant 1ife o
for John took her out regulardy. '




Une gets the tuuu.l.utm-c to m m
of the journeys in the wheel Ghair,that few of us possess

anything like the ability to enjoy, to get fun and e
exoitement out of daily 1ife that Mary and John poszesSs
For what happens when you go out in & wheel

chaiy? Why the world makes Way for you. Vhen uh m

Mary down the busy street tie ehtldren stop to look und

comment; they stop, come up to talk. BShe goes -uknlu

4n her ohair « not ineide « too hard for John to M up

the steps. But there are so many things outside. M
the boss, m-ur. comes out sometimes. OFf course th.-
can't buy mueh. "Not meat,® Bay Nary. "A. soup bone,

scraps - vegetables are cheap, fruit is cheap. You oan

1ive the year round on good stews."

But the marketing txip is after all housekeeping.

There are other trips that are adventures. The great one
for exoitement I think is the day when they went So Naey*s.
Mary's hands are dlppled, but wmm
{dle. It may sometimes, “slmost make her ory to use a
nesdle,” but she loves to embroider and does. A patiemn -
had been sent her by a trioml up wtate and she w %Jﬂ '
tic peculiar kind of cotton needed. She knew John ﬂ
never matoh it. Bhe must ..m: nuwh
long sontzoversy Faged between them over the 088




it. ary boasting over John and John telling how thay

such & thing. How was she to get into Macy's? A ﬂll
chair would mot go through a revolving door - it could

not be done, so said John., But,insisted Mary, there

must be a door somewhere that does mot revolve. They
would find it. Would they allow a wheel chair in their
orowded aisles? John said, "No." Mary said, "People
always let a cripple through. People are kind, they make
way.® ®Sut they will not take the chair on the elevator,®
said John. "We'll try it anyway,” said Mary. And try it

they did.
It seems to have been from start to finish

a triumphal march. For they found the door and just what
Mary said would happen did happen. Bverybody in the um
made way and when they came to the elevator « what happened.
The great man who shoos people I.u and out said to m
waiting orowd, "stand back. Lot the lady go ups" -IM
wheeled Mary in. The elevator shot up to the sixth floor.
An elevator all to themselvesi Anw“y reached the
Departument everybody helped to find the exact thing she
wanted. And again the elevator was hers -n.‘n the ai,m

wa s cleared to let her by. Again another door that did

not revolve was found for her. They never tire “m of :;__

stepped aside for Mary. "The Queen of Sheba has I

on Mary,* says :.h.(



Oh, for the ability to make of dadly ;m, ; ‘
a simple hardepressed, painful, nvmmm 1ife, ;
an adventure such as this. S
Three years ago thie brave life was
eruelly brokem. John fell down stairs and orushed his
knee ¢ap. They tock him to the hospital and kept ﬂl s
\here wntil He oould hobble sbowte Them Shey memt him. .
back with many instructions as to how he must take oare
of the knee - the treatments he must have atb the elinic. :
But there was no weekly wage coming in now. How was it
to be managed?
Well, there was a little savings for one
thing and there was a daughter, herself a working hﬂ'—l
wife. A grand davghter = herself a working man's wife;
both of them with cares, They were generous when John M
ury were concerned and they turned in their ﬁtm
ﬂu Noble Order of Red Men helped what it could, but it l.-
an order of poor men for the most partj Mmuﬂ.;
reserves are unuu. soon they sould do no more m

John, Then the Muumn died = the Wn
husbend fo12 $ife FORR and By Wewe penniless and then

came the verdict that John would never work m
must turn to the help of those to whom fortune M :

kll‘ﬂt
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Q% Wow it was harder to keep up the spirit

\i, of adventure, to go on their daily jowrneys looking

E at 1ife. It was harder because of anxiety, the failure

- of all their hopes, harder because it was so diffiouds

(E for John to handle the ehair. ~Sometimes his leg would

E? give out; he can stand so ghort a time, And if he falls
T‘% to the sidewalk that is not safe « the chair may tip »

g run away. Hut just as t._hw nave always done when gone

% fronted by a hew difficulty they found a way around. Nary
g ‘ has found & way to stop her chair if John falls and he

g has found & way to save hﬁnnt. partially at least,

S when he feels his lag giving out. So on they goe

‘QT; How indomitable these Bextersi 011931“

LL; hands, orippled legs, old, penniless, They have worked

E all their life. They have stood up to everything that

“;I? came, laughing it down, but you eannot laugh down pennilesse
Q§ , ness. . | . iy
= And there my fiiends is where we come in. We

with our two good legs, our hands that are not erippledj :
we who go to bed at night to sleep not to groan Il.ﬁ ' :
pain; we who still have ionothlu whatever the Great

Depmession may have done to our bank accounte.







