December 8, 1933

Dear Mr., Stebbinsg

Please do not think because | have not
more promptly answered your recent note that | do not
appreciate your kindneemgeln writing ite Particularly
does [t please me to have errors corrected, | do try
tor accuracy, but | never yet have published a volume
which did not bring to my attention slips of which |
was heartily ashamed., Certainly Yan Depoele®is® perfectiy
well known name, ot as vyou say a great Inventor,

Van Po@le can only be explajned by a temporary blind spet.
The wrong date for the grclycllon from the Myi\Ty of
Stone % Webster was sheer carelessness, ot course.

Now as to Mr., Cottin being a shoemaker,
Certalnly he was not ever so tar as | know a worker at the
bench, but as the word shoemaker covers those who have
anything to do with the meking of shoes Itsgeems to me
to cover Mr. Cotfin. At all evants the group in and about
Lyan which financed the Hous’on;?honpaoa concern In 1883
was slurringly reterred to as & lot of shoemekers,” M|
of them,being, ot course, manufacturers. As to ‘hc
Attorney whom Owen Young outwitted In & Texas sull =
you ralse the question whether or no he was on the G. E.
payrobdl - that | doubt whether anvybody could say today
the Texss situation Is and always has beed so co-p!lcctcd
that | would not dare to speak of 1t accept In general
terms, To clear It vp would take a lite time of |abor
and a dozen volumes of records and Interpretations. At
least, my dear Mr, Stebbins, that Is my Impression after
looking pretty carefully into all ot the printed records
| could get my hands on and taelking with several persons
who had been through the struggles. | think it probable
that the lawyer was on the payroll of the Bond & Share
whic o pani@adl oved with the General Electric,
| take I+ fhat there was little went on In any undertaking
which concerned the General Electric that Mr, Cotfin
did not have his eye on, :




If there shouvld ever be another printing
of Owen D. Young | shall seec to It that the errors
to which you call my attention are correcteds Thank
you for the trouble you have taken In writing,

Yours very bincerely

Mr., Theodore Stebbins
34 Gramercy Park
New York Clty




