In this firet 21 years of his 1“",_...,
conntlntlyocllcd upon to sift fact from trtdttinn
‘traditions, the law of probability, the p‘n--ouu equation
imagination, prejudices, the pride and blas of witne
‘all always in contest. It is picking one' o way thrmgh a

~forest full of underbrush, with only now and then a clear
blazed tree, and all in twilight, -hndoi', mists. lzp&§!i§l
have taken all sorts of paths through this twilight
Lincoln's first 21 years+ The insistence that he was an 1l
gitiﬁnte child, One understands why his polftiétl enemies

would gladly believe and circulat the tale. It is nct,?t

80 clear why friends should shout 1t-—olear.‘1ndood,lpn;y
light of the hnmah propensity to seek for sexual ntni#i-
weakness~--a reTlection of what is going on in the uook-r*n
Old notiona, too, of heredity, and an entire undorcattn‘tl
the value of the pioneer heredity. Students floun
~on this trnilﬂz;‘illcgitimlcy until rin:lly there were tov
trees on which were nailed documents that you could not ;Q’
around--a marriage certificate, with the bond and ri .!”.~’.”
quired by law in that early day. They cannot bo c:plll
And we have all these things,

And 80 thoy sifted the strain ubout his nnthor
not givo it up, such a precious bit of gossip to rcll‘tn
and such an easy way to explain the man. And 09:399
Kcnk-. whou"fc‘.tho.r recognized her in his will, and w

brought up largely by a Dbrother whom nobody w-‘w' ou

e ulociﬂ.nmo. whose sisters tollovod her to *znm

,md mphcu nw,r ruocua h.r- um fact




ago when I wasg floﬁndering in the woods, I iog&rﬂ.@ 1t.‘i l{‘
certainty that Abraham Lincoln's grandmother was a dht)iyy._fiy»
all the tradition and records grandfather Abraham Lihooln had
married a Shipley. But 10 years (?) after me alohgrcomes & :
student with the passion and the opportunity of clearing up tho*;r
family line. He is not willing to take a step in tho woods
without a written chart, a document, and he iookl in the pr§p§r~.
place for documents, Rockingham County, Vu. Here he finde what
all of us before had never discovered, that unquestionably ‘
grandfather Lincéln's first wife had died, that unqneltignabiy
h§ married again.‘for we find in his papers a recognition of

Bethsaida (See fea and Hutchinson) -so right away everything is

changed. This Mordachai and Josiah that we have called
brothers of Thomas were half-brothers. This Nan¢y and Sarah
(Mrs. Brumfield and Mrs. Crume) are half-sisters.

As one picks up more and more th& throndi, gathers

up aunts and uncles and cousins, one realizes how far from
lonely Abraham Lincoln's boyhood home 'tqr hnd a chance to bo-‘b
Ag a matter of fact, they were overrun with rolatival--young
relgtivea-

Then the question comes up of the probable accuracy
of all of these relatives and aoqunihtaincco who.sctﬁllly'di‘;j
grow up with or near Lincoln, who were associated with h#"‘l,

- in his life of labor and hardship with his father und,!ﬁdfiv'f
caught glimpses, very vague, of a ouﬁoriorityrof mind‘iaaf:‘“

WVhat are they worth, all of these things? 'hnt 1- you:

' "Cfor forty years. As an Honest man, ean y i




That what you tell of what he did and said and how he looked
are the real truth? It is not so sure. Probably the bont thnt
we can sa& of reminiscenses is that they give the outline '  {f
of the person, or of the events; that they give the feel and
color of the witness himself to those things. All thgt he
tells you, you must correct by what you see he-~this man
talking to &ou--ia. Is he a Dennis Klnkif (See Layman's
talk) Is he a Gentry, a Hall, etc. (See Murr)

‘ Take one of the latest contributions’ to this
early period, an article in the Atlantic Monthly by Arthur

Morgan, the result of talks with Dr. LeGrand in Missouri.

Dr. Le%rand is the grandson of a sister of Néncy Hanks,

Lucy or Polly, who, he quite frankly says, was never married,

though ghe had six children. I do not see why I should deny

a grandson who does not lay it up against his grandmothor

that she gave him and his brothers and sisters no grund-’

father. He certainly was in a poeition to know much more than

about it, much as 1 dislike to. believe that Nancy Hank- hld

a pister of vhat we speak of as that sort. But, accept 1ﬁl

testimony that his mother did live in Indiana with Nancy Hanke,

and you will have to question his memory in regard to his cvcr"

having been trotted on the knee by Abraham Lincnln himgelf

for the good doctor was not born until 1843 in Dubois Oouaty.

‘Indiana, and at that time Lincoln was & very busy man in Illino

True, he did in 1844 make a trip into Indiama. It is quite

probtblo. I should say, that he did go to ‘see this coniiﬁégh

lru. Laﬁrund whom his aunt Lucy had brought 1nto th. h
e aponccr county. but that he oould huvo trottod iho‘bnb:’qn

o a8 ettoa und as 1eng as one got- ‘the inprk
qut tnpoatiblo-',~




. And it is highly improbable that Lucy Hanks tnd‘

’%g her unfathered brood could have lived long in tho»Linéoln

:E% house, otherwise there must have been, from Johnston nnd

E%% Dennis as well as from Abraham and all the Grentryville

|;g neighbors, some reference to them. And this w; do not find,

JE%i ‘ in the tales that any of the most indefatigable collectors of o
;gé: Spencer County legends--Herenden, Laymnn.‘lurr, tell. Thdf‘ia.in
fEii all these stories there is truth, but you must apply all sortlv
;éﬁ of tests to bring it out. Weigh and compare it with others

féél of its kind and square it up alﬁays with the few c;éar-thingo

o that we do know. ;

(D ;

e As I wander in the wooda todny. trying to put my

,§§> : foot only in tracks that Lincoln really mnde. I am confused

'E%lh ~ again.and again by the number of times that 20 years ago I

Q%:; got out of the wny-. According to my findings then, grandfather
L Abraham Lincoln died in 1788. I think it is quite olear mow
E . that it was in 1785. I have already confessed that the g_rl.ndf?\-.f :
ﬁﬁgi ~~ mother T took with me in the woods was the wrong one, and that

Thomas Lincoln's Brothqrs and sisters were half=-brothers and v
half-gisters. » l

The mistakes I made of course have not gone fithout
dotéotion nor questioning of my method* The announcement
of new material s TARsetRIS TEL bl received even 20 years
‘aBo with surprising scepticism, the scepticism of iho-o'wﬁé r;':

knew him least. Personally, I was not very 1nsi.tcnt on thc

1mportanco of anything that I scraped up, I ruthorvaid

myualf on publishing rirot & few important letters. I

thlnk the warning that Mr. John nuoouy put in his 1
sketeh of Lincoln that he propand for the ;




first cameupon it, probably 15 years at least after it was

;ﬁ - written, it affected me like a slap in the face. Mr, Nicolay :
enters my Life of Lincoln and remarks in parenthesis 'veonto,inl

) new material to which too much prominence and credence is some=

i . times given." That is true as to the prominence, 'but as to

the c¢redence, I Bhinrknnot. I have never published anything,

never, as a matter of fact, put down an adjective that I did

not believe to be true. Certainly, werything that I labeled
new I believed 1t to be new, and I believed it to be worthy
of credence. I always had an uncomfortable feeling about

the advertising of the articles as they appeared in McClure's

Magazine, the shout that here was new material was louder

than was justified, so here lr, Nicolay was right.

Mr® Nicolay's attitude towards my undertaking was

alwaye a little surprising to me. I did not undertake to write

a life of Lincoln. but to edit certain unpublishod minhco‘ibo?
if they could be found, and I went to mmdu.“n it tumed

and as I have written ma.ny times, the other things I came

across were bub scrappy,as a rule, to justify separate publi 6.1

80 I found myself forced as it were to Justify my work for the

Magazine to write the story, using what I had picked up. I r

well my amazement and my grief when kr® Nicolay who had honéM

me with his acquaintance and for whom I had an enormous rnnoet
should come one evening to my gpartment in Waghington and tm
strate with me for writing a 1ife at all, and the reason that
gave was not my unfitness but that another life of Lincoln !

interfere with the sales of his own, that he and Mr+ Hay

written ihe life, which is of course true.

From purely a publishing point of viow, I am

0

: -mu thut he was wrong, that if I was able to produce
tm”rnud mera poeplc in Linooln. 1t \




more people to his work, which was of course a great authority
and storehouse.

Ever since my work was out, I have been running upon j

people who challenge it because I had not seen them or had not

- spent as much time in their locality as possible. The most :
G ¥
b serious charge against me came out of Southern Indiana. The :
D . 3
Ei, material which I used for this period of Lincoln's life was ;
i~ ;

e (expand)

el

%%; As a matter of fact, I never stopped in Spencer County
L myself. A Hoosier had sent us her manuscript. She was there

e i

@) one day, and she made notes that seemed to me desirable. Moreover,

il ;

FI I felt, and I think I was right, that the material that Layman
i

_331 and Herenden had collected must remain the chief material for
&' he
ey this period.
gj ' (Explain use of word "God-forsaken.")

Vé%: Mr. Murr voiced his complain against me in a letter
[ : 3
et g
e to the Evansville Courier:

IN P
o~ First of all, I wish to say that it would be in
N bad taste for me or anyone at this late day to attempt to dis=

parage the work of Miss Tarbell. I have quite carefully read
all of the numerous pretentious biographies of Lincoln and of
course Miss Tarbell's--and I certainly regard it highly. But

I happen to know some things relative t» her visit to Spencer
County that I judge you may not know. She actually remained
over night in Spencer County! ONE NIGHT and only one day. She
interviewed. one man and only one man who knew Lincoln, and with
preconceived views concerning Lincoln's boyhood. She so wrought
up the old gentleman that she recieved his ire and she went my :
in high dudgeon~~teking the next train out of Rockport- Wi

Miss Tarbell does not make a single contribution to the
Boyhood Life of Lincoln. Not one! 8She borrowed the whole of her
treatment-~I grant you she gave the matter the benefit of her
genius, but she borrowed the whole of it and as she says from
HERNDON. She also takes her fling, as do other biographies, at '”
the "DOG FENNEL Streets of Gentryville," "Abandoned Fh!m-.“ oto.
etc. Magsachusetts has abandoned farms.

i

You further quote Mr. Iglehart saying that Miss 2l 
;pont four days gathering material, etc. Mr Iclohnrt kn”_

rom my conversation with him but it was a sl >
4not four hut one day 1natoad. 1p of e



