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Christiansburg;§ Virginia
January 8, 1938

‘-"N.I. »
MRS

Very dear Ida Tarbell: “e g%ﬁ*”}~
Nothing you ever sent was received with more- dcll' i;a
- appreciation than the package that came to.me on’ Chri Shnn
Eve. It is hard to believe it came two-weeks ago.,: ‘.mn
as I would have been writing holiday messages, a migl

stye came and stayed on my good eye-- "good" by- ¢ 'p-ﬂ“
son as the left one is practically uselsss for read h¢
and writing. My whole face was sore and swollon, and for

e days I was unhappily idle.

Thank you for the pages of manuscript. Anything 1u' ¢7m
your handwriting would be prized for that Americah’ cornor 2
of my library. I love these pages, 80 charactoristic o .
you, showing how you use the minutes most of us- wastc-ahd--
how you make the introduction of a guest speaker & ‘messagé
as worth-while as the achievement of the--' the 1utroducca. e
I have at last solved the problem of framing this-manu=" = =
script. It goes in a long, marrow frame glassed on.both
sides. On the side with the envelope addresses, is the . . =~ -
transcript-- whew! I came 8o near saying'translation91~i5"

Even more than the manuscript I love my "grqvc quy@ﬂ e
This is your look of listening interest. - The lips - may - .
open for quiet comment or heartening encourng!p.*&r
may curve upward in merry words wiser than #olémh.. '_
Decidedly, I like this better than a smiling ple
But for the whitening hair, I see you- as- I firat’ bw-ybu
at work in the Library of Congress. - Do you reallss
long ago that was? I have just had to° look ugv-ohc voik
dates and there in my botebook were records lunching
and teaing with you -- brief refreshments upstairs ih -
the Library for us busy workers-- Jahuary and February, :
1913, T dou't know what your job was then. I was:
ing @& my History. I've told you that sad story,- havon't
I? “f not please say so and let me tell you. It makes
me so angry and so sorry for myself. Sucha pleasurel

I shall write today to Adelaide Simpson's sisters
and shall send her messages about the manuscript and
photograph and about your grand birthday celebration in
November -- of which I, then buried in the country, learned
days after the occasion. I have made a note of the date
and will try not to be so remiss shout greeting you on
your ninetieth anniversary.

I meant to send you a very characteristic note I had
from Adelaide Simpson Johnston some months ago. She
spoke admiringly of you, regretting she had seen you only
once since you taught together more than fifty yeara before.
She ‘quoted-- she woculd, you know-- Mrs. Browning's sonnet -
on "Work," but said she was enjoying her leisure though she
was always glad when a daughter-in-law asked her to bake
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cookies or wash dishes or when grandchildron begged hcr
for songs and stories. She is a devoted mother, préud'’
of her four sons. Dr. Edgar is at University of Michig
Dr. Herrick is at University of Ohio, Francis is a dbus hees
man, Garman delights his mother's soul by being a United’
Presbyterian minister, like his father, Herrick Johnston.
That is my latest, rather old, news of them. Adelaidéis
father had five sisters, all married and with children,- .-
but I think you knew only "Aunt Janet"” lLee's sons, Bert
and Clyde. They practiced law together in Chicago.: Clyde
has one child. Bert died years ago, leaving widow and.
one daughter; there was some family row and Mrs. Lee has
never had anything to do with her husband's people, which
grieves the Simpsons as they were devoted to. Bert. - s

Why am I chattering along instead of writing'thc long-
winded tale I want to pour into your ears? It is about
a Richmond, Virginia, man's work and the man himself whom
I know slightly and admire greatly. He is. Pleasonton
Conquest. He writes such clever verses that five years
ago Mr. John Stewart Bryan asked him to .mike a daily
contribution to the NEWS-LEADER-- and he has kept it up, —
never going stale, always apt, amusing, sensible. Many "
of us take the NEWS-LEADER for Conquest's "At Large"
verses. Of course the N.3L.,.a lccal afternoon paper .
with moderate circulation, does not pay him much, and - '~ -
I fancy his small insurance business is not very profi;abie;

His only child, a son, is just entering college-- rather, ..
University of Virginia. The NEWS-LE“DER did try to give " '
Mr. Conquest chance to syndicate his work, but the syndicate
seid his verses must be in ten days at least ahead -of pub-
lishing time. Their essence is their timeliness. He. gets
them to office by ten o'clock and they appear in the after-
ncon paper. It would mean a great, great deal to him to
have the wider appreciation and more money that would ceme

T —

.from -- say, one big New Ycrk paper, if not a syndlcate,

in addition to the NEWS-LEADEEL.

Bven greater than my admiration for Mr. Conquest's
writings is my admiration of him perscnally. He has an
4ncurable, progressive eye disease-- 1 think it is
retina pigmentcsa, which l'argaret Prescott Montague has.
He is not even able to walk downtown alone and scme one
has to open and read his mail. Ycu wculd never, guess it,
being with kim for a whcle afterncon cr evening. He is
so alert, tmterested, merry, unselfccnscious. Ycu would
think he put his hand on his wife's arm merely as a gesture,
not for guidance. I deo wish you could know him-- such a
valiant, charming perscn. When ycu come to see me, you
shall see him.

Fere are a few of his timely verses. If you know any
editor who would be interested, I am sure you will not
mind handing them over and telling about kke author. 1

think the TIMES, or ani other big paper, wculd be doing -
jtself a service in taking him on as ccntributor. (¢r any
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