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September 17, 1936

r

Dear Mr. Hoggsons

| am back af my desk and. as
| promised vyou | am at once writing Mr, Bent.
| enclose a copy of my lether, { hope it
will be of some use to yaue it was refresh-
ing to have a glimpse of you and Mrs. Hoggson
this summer even if It was so #leceting, (1te
secems to be & success in keeping Orleggs apart
even It It Is so grest s ftailure In méiny
other particularse,

Faithtully vours

Mr. Nobel Hoggson
485 Fitth Avenue
New York Cilty
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September 17, 1936

My deat Mr. Bents

Nearly o month ago now my friend~
and yours-Noble Hoggson showed me vour letter to
him of July I5th telling of the talk on Ann Rutledge
and Abraham Lincoln which you are considering. The
letter interested me deeply and would have had an
earlier answer but that thave been kept late outf
ot town bv & broken arm and that my secretary who
alone had amess to my Lincoln notes was on her
vacation, | am again at my desk however aond glad
to answer fouvshlietter at once. '

| have long been convinced that
Edgar Lee Masters was right when he wrote, "Out of
me vaworthy and unknown, etc," The only romance
of Lincolnts lite | beileve to be that iaspired .
by Ann Rutledge. The two voung people were olike
in sambitions and dreams and the girl stirred ¥he
boy to the best in him, a very great best as we
knowe .

| have never written anything
directly on the text but In an article on
Ann Rutledge published several vears ago in i
Colliers Magazine | gave a little picture of what
i believe to be true about the relation of the
two young people. No coples ot the printed article
are available but ! am sending vou a poor carbon
which | shall have to ask you to return as it | ﬁf
all that | have ot the original,

| also wrote ad published what
may be called a sequel to the Ann Rutledge romance
and of this | am sending vou a copy which vou may
keep if you wish,

As to fturther material let me to
reter you to the chapers on Ann Rutledge in
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i) Beveridge's Life of Abraham Lincols =
2) Carl Sandburg'!s The Prairle Years

3) William E, Barton's The Women 1lnccln
loveds

There are of course many other items
to which | could reter you but they are aot in my
judgment ot great Importance.

| hope, my dear Mr, Bent, that fhts
rather hurried letter may be of some

in your interesting task. P 44 be gfhd to
know what you make of the sub]eei which means ot

course that | shall be very glad to have 3 copy
of what you write,

With renewed apologies for my loag delay
believe me

Very sincerely yours

Mre Arthur Bent
418 South Pecan Street :
los Angeles, Calitornia "
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